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Park upgrade
blasts off into
the present

Weather Forecast

Wednesday: 72/56  fog, sun
Thursday:  75/56  sunny
Friday:  74/56  mostly sunny

72 / 56MIDWEEK 
EDITION
HHHH 
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CHRISTINE CORDON is Westminster’s new city manager

She looks toward the future

n GARDEN GROVE CITY COUNCIL

Continued on page 2

  The present met the past Tues-
day afternoon when the new 
playground complex at Garden 
Grove Park was opened to the 
public. 
  Inspiration for the design of the 
equipment came from the site’s 
former use as a Navy airstrip 
during World War II and later a 
commercial airfield.
  The playground includes aircraft 
and space travel themes, the lat-
ter reflecting one of the original 

Girl with gun arrested
at Westminster High
  A 14-year-old Fountain 
Valley High School stu-
dent was arrested Monday 
afternoon when it was dis-
covered she had brought a 
loaded handgun onto the 
Westminster High School 
campus.
  According to Sgt. Eddie 
Esqueda, police were dis-
patched to WHS around 
12:16 p.m. The girl 
showed the gun to another 
student inside a restroom.   
Staff members were alert-

ed and detained the girl 
and took the firearm from 
her.
 Westminster police ar-
rived and secured the 
handgun. “It does not ap-
pear the female made any 
specific threats toward 
school officials or stu-
dents on campus,” accord-
ing to Esqueda.
 She was taken into custo-
dy  and later booked into 
Orange County Juvenile YOUNGSTER comes in for a landing at the new 

rocket slide in Garden Grove Park (Tribune  photo)

By Amir Ghani
Orange County Tribune

  A new city manager has been hired 
in Westminster and just months after 
her arrival, has already found herself 
entrenched in small and large projects 
across the city. 
  Christine Cordon, who has 21 years 
of public service and six years of work-
ing with the City of Westminster under 

her belt – including a turn as city clerk 
–  is the city’s first female, Vietnamese-
American city manager. With such a 
diverse population in Westminster, one 
may have expected to see a Vietnamese-
American take the position of city man-
ager sooner, but until now, none have 
been represented in that the seat.
 “There’s a gender and age disparity that 
has existed, especially in higher man-

Continued on page 4

By Jim Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

 Money was very much 
on the agenda and on the 
minds of city leaders at 
Tuesday’s meeting of the 
Garden Grove City Coun-
cil.
  Reports on the recovery 
of the tourism business 
and the income from the 
Measure O one-cent tax 
measure approved by vot-
ers in 2018 indicated a 
healthy financial situation 
for the City of Youth and 
Ambition.
   Representatives from 
the Garden Grove Tour-
ism Improvement District 
and the Visit Anaheim 

organization – which 
also markets for Garden 
Grove’s many hotels – 
indicated that occupancy 
was approaching pre-
pandemic levels, and that 
efforts were being made 
to attract more conven-
tions to the area as a way 
of boosting the hospital-
ity business all along the 
Harbor Boulevard corri-
dor.
 The Measure O Citizen’s 
Oversight Committee – 
chaired by Sandy Thomas 
– reported that money 
raised by the sales tax in-
crease was indeed being 
spent as promised, which 
is a focus on public safety 
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Girl arrested for
bringing loaded
gun to school

New Westminster city mgr.

  Anyone with additional infor-
mation on this incident is asked 
to contact the WPD at (714) 
548=3212.

agement positions. So for me to 
be a relatively young, minority 
female Vietnamese American, 
in a city that is as diverse as it 
is, but also maintaining some 
American roots, while embrac-
ing the Vietnamese culture, it 
just makes me really proud,” 
said Cordon. 
  Her gender and race aren’t what 
she wants people to remember 
her for, though, as Cordon has 
already started to make a posi-
tive change in Westminster. Her 
proposal to put ARPA (Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act) funding 
towards the building of a Navi-
gation Center, a new shelter for 
the homeless to be located in 
Garden Grove, was just passed 
this October with a 5-0 vote by 
the Westminster City Council. 
 “I’m very excited, very proud 
of the effort that the three cit-
ies [including Fountain Valley] 
have put together toward the 
Navigation Center … it is defi-
nitely a proactive approach to 
addressing our homeless con-
cerns. 
 “So ultimately, this Navigation 
Center is a tool for us, that we 
three cities can use to provide 
those that are in need with the 
services that they need imme-
diately, so they’re not having 
to fight for bed space in another 
shelter that we don’t have con-
trol over,” said Cordon.
  Westminster will help to fund 
the Navigation Center with $4 
million in funds from the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act. Discus-
sions about the center are still in 
progress, with a memorandum 
of understanding to be signed 

between the three cities in-
volved soon. 
  Cordon is hopeful about the 
future of Westminster’s gov-
ernment, saying that “You no 
longer have people who have 
kind of have been with the city 
previously. You don’t have the 
same guard, right, the same 
mentality. We’re trying to be 
more progressive, we’re trying 
to be more like 2022 and less 
like 1995.”
 Alongside Cordon’s more se-
rious duties as city manager 
come other, lighthearted ones, 
like being able to host and set 
up public events for residents 
of Westminster. Just a few 
weeks ago, the city put on a 
Fall Festival, which was a suc-
cess in Cordon’s eyes.
 “The response for the Fall 
Festival, for Westminster stan-
dards, was well attended. And 
it was definitely well attended 
by community groups and our 
city staff as well.  We had some 
great performances, we had a 
band playing, and it was, you 
know, it was just a lot of fun,” 
said Cordon.
 She is connecting the city’s 
older habits to the digital age 
by getting in touch with the 
public through social media.
The city’s Instagram and Face-
book pages are now used often 
to help promote upcoming city-
wide events. 
   With the 2022 election com-
ing up, Cordon continues to 
look forward to what’s ahead 
for the city of Westminster. An 
upcoming vote on Measure Y 
–  a one-cent sales tax – will ei-
ther make or break city funds, a 
new mayor may be seated, and 
a decision on the Quang Tri 
Memorial may finally be made. 
  Cordon is hopeful Westmin-
ster will remain above water 
financially, especially if Mea-
sure Y finds itself passed in the 
election. 
  “You know, we’re trying to 
keep the lights on, but also with 
this leadership, we are trying to 
advance and develop in ways 
that the city has not experienced 
on its own in 20 years. So that’s 
the notion that has been out there 
as well that residents and stake-
holders have expressed that they 
feel like this is really the only 
shot or the best shot that West-
minster has to progress.”
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Police investigate fatal
shooting in Santa Ana

Two jump from HB pier,
one suffers fatal injuries 

Free press 
is free now
  If you’re interest-
ed in getting a free 
subscription to the 
e-paper  version of 
The Orange County 
Tribune, send us an 
e-mail at:
orangecountytri-
bune@gmail.com. 
  It’s published ev-
ery Wednesday and 
Saturday.

Continued on page 4

More money for
essential worker
pay in new plan

HUNTINGTON BEACH PIER
Two people leaped into the water Sunday evening. One person suffered no injuries, but 

a 44-year-old Norwalk man suffered fatal injuries. An investigation is continuing.

  A Norwalk man jumped to his death 
off the Huntington Beach Pier Sunday 
evening.
  According to Jennifer Carey, public 
relations manager for the City of Hun-
tington Beach, at about 6:30 p.m. po-
lice responded to a report of two people 
leaping from the pier into the ocean.
  Arriving police officers and paramed-
ics found an unresponsive man, now 

identified as Fenton Dee III, 44, who 
had been pulled ashore by surfers.
  He was treated at the scene and taken 
to Hoag Hospital in Newport Beach 
where he was declared deceased.
 The second jumper, a 36-year-old 
woman, made it to the shore and was 
not injured. The investigation is ongo-
ing and no further information will be 
released.

  Three people have been 
arrested in connection 
with a fatal shooting in 
Santa Ana  early Saturday 
morning.
  According to the SAPD, 
officers were dispatched 
to the 1500 block of East 
Warren Street at 2:40 
a.m. Saturday in response 
to a report of a man ly-
ing in the street, suffering 
from multiple gunshot 
wounds.
  Arriving officers found 

the victim and  began 
performing life-saving 
measures. Orange Coun-
ty Fire Authority fire-
fighter paramedics ar-
rived and transported the 
victim to a local trauma 
center, where he was 
pronounced dead at 3:24 
a.m.
  Detectives “developed 
information” about a 
possible suspect vehicle 
and were able to detain 

n WESTMINSTER  CITY COUNCIL

By Amir Ghani
Orange County Tribune

 A revised American 
Rescue Plan Act fund-
ing proposal will be re-
viewed at Wednesday’s 
Westminster City Coun-
cil meeting. 
  Revisions made include 
less money towards a 
crime prevention pro-
gram, more money to-
wards essential worker 
pay, removal of an emer-
gency operation center 
refurbishment, which 
will instead be incor-
porated into an already 
existing police upgrade 
project, the addition of 
ball field improvements, 
and a reduction in the use 

of the BeWell Commu-
nity Outreach Services 
Contract. 
 During the last city coun-
cil meeting, over $2 mil-
lion was reserved from 
the Act for the upgrade 
and overhaul of city cy-
bersecurity systems. 
 If passed, the budget 
from the ARPA will be 
amended and increased 
by $17,348,519. The to-
tal given by the federal 
government was $23.7 
million. 
  This past June, an ini-
tial memorandum of un-
derstanding was sent to 
Garden Grove, Fountain 
Valley, and Westminster, 
all three cities involved in 
building the Navigation 
Center. 
 This memorandum out-
lined the location, cost, 
and size of the Naviga-
tion Center. 
  The memorandum also 
notes that the cities must 
hire an experienced ser-
vice provider, who they 
are now on the lookout 
for. The experienced ser-
vice provider will help 
the cities to operate the 
Navigation Center in a 
fair and legal fashion. 
 With Garden Grove al-
ready giving its approval, 
city staff recommends 
the council approve the 
memorandum, opening 
the door to the next steps 
in the building of the 
Navigation Center. Foun-
tain Valley will have their 
vote on the memorandum 
on Nov. 1. 
 The council will meet 
in its chambers at 8200 
Westminster Blvd. at 7 
p.m.

n ELECTION 2022

Ho leads in
cash raised
in mayor race

Continued on page 4

 This November, resi-
dents of Westminster 
will have the opportunity 
to vote for their choice 
of mayor and two city 
council seats, one repre-
senting District 1 and the 
other District 4. Districts 
2 and 3 will have their 
election in 2024. 
 Running for mayor are 
Moses F. Castillo, a re-
tired detective supervi-
sor, and three current 
Westminster City Coun-
cilmembers: Tai Do, 
Kimberly Ho, and Chi 
Charlie Nguyen.
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Continued from page 1

Three arrested
in fatal shooting
in Santa Ana

Who’s raised the most
money in council race?

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3

Girl arrested

the driver and one of the passen-
gers in the automobile.
 It was later determined that a 
third party was involved in the 
incident. A search warrant was 
obtained and an additional sus-
pect was found and detained. A 
firearm was located.
  The three suspects were booked 
into Orange County Jail on vari-
ous charges including murder 
and weapons offenses.

  Business owner John Gentile 
and businesswoman Amy West 
are the two candidates in the 
running for a seat to represent 
District 1.
 District 4 sees three candidates, 
engineer and business owner 
NamQuan Nguyen, Teri Vu 
Nguyen, a planning commis-
sioner and businesswoman, and 
Jimmy D. Pham, an attorney at 
law. 
 Ballot measure Measure Y is 
the hot topic this election cycle. 
Measure Y highlights continuing 
the current 1% sales tax in place 
in Westminster. Revenue from 
this tax goes towards emergency 
response systems, addressing 
homelessness, addressing gang 
violence and crime, and the pro-
tection of local drinking water. 
If passed, Measure Y will pro-
vide the city with around $16.8 

million annually. 
 The Orange County Tribune 
viewed candidates’ 460 forms 
to get a better look at their cam-
paign finances. 
 Kimberly Ho is the candidate 
that has raised the most money, 
with a total of $114,579 raised 
this calendar year to date. She 
also has taken out the larg-
est loan to herself, totaling 
$100,450. 
 The other council members 
that are running for mayor also 
have been given significant do-
nations, with Tai Do receiving 
$25,455 this calendar year to 
date and Chi Charlie Nguyen re-
ceiving $102,409. 
 John Gentile and Amy West, 
both running to represent Dis-
trict 1, also received large do-
nations, with Gentile reporting 
$14,528 this calendar year to 
date and West reporting $6,705.

 The District 4 candidates, 
NamQuan Nguyen, Teri Vu 
Nguyen, and Jimmy D. Pham 
also received donations in the 
range of thousands of dollars. 
Out of these three candidates, 
Teri Vu Nguyen received the 
highest amount of money this 
calendar year to date, with a to-
tal of $25,775.

Hall. She faces charges of pos-
session of a weapon at a school, 
being a minor in possession of 
a handgun and carrying a con-
cealed firearm.

and other essential services.
For example, 47.3 percent of the 
city’s general fund budget was 
spent on police services and 26 
percent on fire services, totally 
nearly two-thirds of the total.
 The original 2021-2022 budget 
projected that hotel “bed tax” – 
officially called transient occu-
pancy tax  – would reach 40 per-
cent of pre-pandemic levels but 
the updated estimates were that 
it could reach 70 to 80 percent.
 In the fiscal year 2020-21, Mea-
sure O brought in $23,279,000, 
an increase of $3.3 million over 
the previous year. 

Solid financials
Continued from page 1
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Movie Review

Clooney, Roberts slip in “Paradise”
A pleasant rom-com with familiar stars is not awful, but ....

Continued on page 6

JULIA ROBERTS and George Clooney are back together in a so-so romantic comedy (Universal Pictures)

Fair:  HHH

that there must have been half-
a-dozen rom-coms in their past. 
Instead, it’s a reminder that 
Clooney, so often compared to 
Cary Grant, has, when dipping 
into comedy, mostly stuck to an 
archer, Coen-brothers register.    
  And unlike Grant – whose on-
screen romances included the 
brilliant likes of Irene Dunne, 
Katharine Hepburn and Ro-
salind Russell – Clooney has 
less frequently found a perfect 
match. Vera Farmiga in “Up 
in the Air” and Meryl Streep 
in “Fantastic Mr. Fox” deserve 
mentioning. But, really, Cloo-
ney’s best chemistry was back 
in 1998’s “Out of Sight” with 
Jennifer Lopez – a love that 

By Jake Coyle
AP Film Writer

  It’s often said that the movies 
that were fun to make never turn 
out great. Well, George Clooney 
and Julia Roberts look like they 
had a grand time making the 
Bali-set “Ticket to Paradise.”
  The film, directed and co-writ-
ten by Ol Parker (“Mama Mia! 
Here We Go Again”), isn’t the 
first movie to star Roberts and 
Clooney together. But it takes 
a moment to realize that their 
screen time together has been 
mostly limited to some scenes 
in the “Ocean’s Eleven” movies 
and Jodie Foster’s not-so-mem-
orable 2016 thriller “Money 
Monster.”
 Given their friendship and 
natural rapport, you imagine 

bloomed in the dark trunk of a 
car.
 “Ticket to Paradise,” which 
opened in theaters Thursday, is a 
more old-fashioned proposition: 
a movie built strictly– and with-
out apologies – on the charisma 
of its two stars.
 Roberts and Clooney play Geor-
gia and David Cotton, a bitterly 
divorced set of parents whose 
daughter, Lily (Kaitlyn Dever), 
is fresh out of law school. Just 
before she takes a demanding 
job with a top firm, Lily and her 
best friend, Wren (Billie Lourd), 
set off on a trip to Bali. (Here, 
Australia doubles for the Indo-
nesian island.) Lily immediately 
falls in love with a local sea-
weed farmer named Gede (Max-
ime Bouttier) and they decide to 
marry within days.

  For Georgia and David, such 
a wedding is a four-alarm fire. 
They fly out straight away 
to sabotage it, a scheme that 
dredges up plenty of their own 
unresolved issues about di-
vorce. “Nothing’s forever,” Da-
vid hisses to his son-in-law-to-
be. It’s an unholy alliance. They 
bicker constantly, so much so 
that it’s clear that their feelings 
are still strong for one another. 
I know this probably comes as 
a shock. Maybe sit down be-
fore reading this next sentence. 
But, yes, the events of “Ticket 
to Paradise’.” will bring them 
closer again. Don’t say I didn’t 
warn you.
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Bolts:“didn’t play well enough”

“Ticket to Paradise” worth the trip?

Ellis Island comes to Edison High

Continued from page 5

 Continued from page 8

not-very-high bar with just 
enough charm. And, lest anyone 
doubt, the end-credits bloopers 
– which feel about as scripted 
as those that follow “Toy Story 
2”– prove that everyone making 
“Ticket to Paradise” did, in fact, 
have a very good time.

 “Ticket to Paradise,” a Uni-
versal release, is rated PG-13 
by the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America for some strong 
language and brief suggestive 
material. Running time: 104 
minutes. 

in “Booksmart,” is also largely 
wasted in a bland role.
 “Ticket to Paradise” goes down 
as a footnote to the many supe-
rior rom-coms Roberts has spar-
kled in before. And if I wanted 
to watch Clooney in a tropical 
locale, I’d choose Alexander 
Payne’s lovely “The Descen-
dants.” Or for Clooney in divor-
cee plot, the Coens’ “Intolerable 
Cruelty.” with Catherine Zeta-
Jones, would be the choice.
 But if you just want to see 
Roberts and Clooney together, 
“Ticket to Paradise” clears that 

  OK, so Parker’s film, writ-
ten by him and Daniel Pipski, 
is not exactly out here to rein-
vent the wheel. Predictability 
is part of the appeal of “Ticket 
to Paradise,’” and you can’t say 
it doesn’t succeed in that. The 
familiar beats get played with 
sincerity. A wince-inducing late-
night dance floor sequence with 
House of Pain’s “Jump Around” 
arrives like a matter of pre-
scribed ritual.
  There are other traditions that 
fill “Ticket to Paradise” as the 
Cottons wrestle with and inevi-
tably succumb to Balinese cul-
ture. But none so much as the 
customs of the rom-com. For 
me, “Ticket to Paradise” could 
have – like a lot of recent entries 
in the genre – greatly benefit-
ted from a funny person taking 
a pass on the script. There’s 
not nearly as much to laugh at 
here as you might expect, as 
“Ticket to Paradise” remains 
mostly content, like a dozing 
beachgoer, to bask in the glow 
of its stars. Dever, hysterical 

Continued from page 7

today in any phase.’’
  Staley and his players tried to strike a balance between optimism 
and realism as they reflected on where they stand going into their 
bye week. They are one game behind Kansas City in the AFC West 
in spite of numerous injuries.
 At the same time, they have been plagued by a one-dimensional 
offense that struggles to protect Herbert. The defense is giving up 
big plays, including a game-clinching 74-yard touchdown run to 
Kenneth Walker III, and struggles to get off the field. And the list 

of ailments got longer with cornerback J.C. 
Jackson sustaining a non-contact knee injury 
before halftime that Staley deemed ``serious’’ 
and wide receiver Mike Williams coming 
down hard on his ankle in the fourth quarter.
  “And the reality is, through seven games, 
we’ve had to fight really hard to be 4-3. And 
we’ve endured a lot, and our season is in front 
of us, which is the truth,” Staley said.
  James believes the Chargers can still deliver 
on their lofty expectations, but he knows it has 
to start immediately at Atlanta on Nov. 6.

pieces at the park – a  rocket ship slide – when 
it opened more than a half century ago.
 “We decided to pay tribute to both, the rocket 
ship slide with a modern rock ship slide and 
the planes that used to land here with a plane 
play structure,” said John Montanchez, direc-
tor of community services.
  It’s all part of a major $1.3 million improve-
ment in Garden Grove’s biggest recreation 
area. Also new is a large pavilion and three 
new picnic shelters, all linked with lighted 
walkways accessible to disabled patrons. 
  Once the speeches were made and the 
ceremonial ribbon cut, the kids in attendance 
were turned loose to enjoy the community’s 
latest and – most uplifting – place for young-
sters to have fun.

Continued from page 1

Playground opens
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High school football crowns to be won

Seven local teams in CIF polls
 Continued on page 6

 Seven local teams are recog-
nized in CIF-SS polls released 
today (Monday) for girls’ ten-
nis, boys’ water polo and cross 
country.
 In girls’ tennis, Huntington 
Beach is ranked 16th in Divi-
sion Open/1.
 Bolsa Grande is ranked ninth 

in Division 5. Western received 
some votes but was not ranked.
  In boys’ water polo, Hunting-
ton Beach is rated seventh in Di-
vision 1. Westminster is fifth in 
Division 5 and Garden Grove is 
sixth in Division 6.
  In girls’ cross country, Hun-
tington Beach is fifth in Divi-

getting a home game in the first 
round.
 As a general rule, six-team or 
seven-team leagues will get 
three playoff entries; eight-
team leagues will get four. Un-
like other sports, the creation of 
playoff divisions isn’t decided 
until after the last regular season 

game.
 Here’s the schedule for this 
week’s games. As always, 
times, locations, etc. as subject 
to change without notice, so call 
the schools to make sure. All 
games, unless otherwise noted, 
are scheduled to commence at 
7 p.m.

THURSDAY
• Loara (3-6, 1-3) at Bolsa 
Grande (5-4, 2-2)
• Los Amigos (7-2, 3-1) at La 
Quinta (2-7, 1-3)

FRIDAY
• Marina (1-8, 6-2) at Garden 

Grove (8-1, 2-0)
• Pacifica (3-6, 1-3) at Tustin (2-
7, 2-2)
• Orange (7-2, 5-0) at Santa Ana 
(7-2, 5-0)
• Rancho Alamitos (8-1, 3-1) at 
Santiago (6-3, 2-2)
• Newport Harbor (5-4, 1-3) at 
Huntington Beach (5-4, 1-3)
• Edison (8-1, 3-1) at Corona del 

Mar (7-2, 3-1)
• Godinez (1-8, 0-2) at Westmin-
ster (8-1, 1-1)
• Laguna Beach (1-8, 0-2) at 
Ocean View (2-7, 1-1)
• Anaheim (3-6, 3-1) at Western 
(7-1, 3-0)
• Magnolia (2-8, 1-3) at Savanna 
(2-8, 1-2)

Chargers tired of trailing
 Continued from page 8

NFL. You have to be able to 
hold your own and come out 
(fast).”
  It seemed as if the Chargers (4-
3) were ready when cornerback 
Asante Samuel Jr. tipped Geno 
Smith’s pass and linebacker 
Kenneth Murray Jr. intercepted 
it at the Seattle 41-yard line on 
the opening possession.
  But Ekeler was stopped inches 
short on fourth down, and the 
Seahawks (4-3) drove 68 yards, 
bolstered by a pass-interference 
penalty on third down, before 
striking with a 20-yard touch-
down pass from Smith to Mar-
quise Goodwin.
Los Angeles quarterback Justin 
Herbert was picked off on the 
ensuing drive, telegraphing a 
throw over the middle, which 
led to a rushing touchdown for 
Seattle.
  Los Angeles quarterback Jus-
tin Herbert was picked off on 
the ensuing drive, telegraphing 
a throw over the middle, which 
led to a rushing touchdown for 
Seattle.
 Finally, Herbert had the ball 
knocked loose from behind, set-
ting up a 46-yard field goal and a 
17-0 hole for the Chargers with 
1:08 left in the opening quarter.

After the Chargers averaged 1.2 
yards per carry in the quarter 
while failing to convert any of 
the three third-down opportu-
nities they faced and those two 
turnovers, Ekeler was as befud-
dled as anyone.
  “You tell me, man. You tell me,” 
Ekeler said. “We’re searching, 
we’re trying. We don’t come 
out trying to start slow. It came 
down to us being inconsistent in 
our first downs, in my opinion. 
We’re gonna have to switch it 
up there.
  “But if you find that answer, 
you let us know. We’ll hire 
you,” he added.
 The Chargers cut the deficit to 
17-14 before Goodwin caught 
his second touchdown pass with 
1:40 left in the half.
  Coming off an exhausting 
overtime win against Denver on 
Monday night, the energy ex-
pended in that rally dissipated 
for good during a marathon 17-
play drive by the Seahawks that 
took 10:20 off the clock, culmi-
nating in a field goal.
  “And then we just didn’t play a 
clean enough second half in any 
phase to create any momentum 
and to get the lead back,” Char-
gers coach Brandon Staley said. 
“Just didn’t play well enough 



8 WEDNESDAY, OCT. 26, 2022/ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE

TheSportsPage

BOLSA GRANDE COULD MAKE HISTORY
Matador QB Ethan Nguyen ready to take the snap in game vs. Rancho 

Alamitos. If Bolsa wins Thursday night against Loara it will mean a 
winning season for the first time in years and a likely playoff spot.

Continued on page 7

KENNETH MURRAY goes up for an interception 
(Chargers photo Ty Nowall).

Last Train to CIF?

This Week in 
Area Football 
  • USC Trojans (6-1): 
Saturday at Arizona 
(3-4).
  • UCLA Bruins (6-1): 
Saturday host Stanford  
(3-4)
  • Los Angeles Rams 
(3-3): host San Francic-
sco 49ers (3-4).
  • Los Angeles Char-
gers (4-2): Idle.

League titles and playoff spots at stake
 For most of the high 
school football teams in 
our West Orange County 
area, this weekend will be 
the end of the season.
 League play will wrap up 
and the CIF playoff spots 
and pairings will be an-
nounced on Saturday.
But until then, there’s 
still a fair amount of titles 
undecided and drama to 
unfold.
 In the Garden Grove 
League, for example, 
Rancho Alamitos and Los 
Amigos are each 3-1 and 
tied for the lead. If the 
Lobos (7-2) defeat the La 
Quinta Aztecs (2-7), as 
expected, they’d clinch 
at least a tie for the flag. 
Rancho (8-1) has a tough-
er assignment in Santiago 
(6-3). If both win, we’ll 
have co-champs.

spot.
 In the Empire League 
Pacifica (3-6, 1-3) has a 
chance to finish in a  tie 
for third – and a potential 
playoff spot – if it can de-
feat Tustin (2-7, 2-2).
 In The Orange Coast 
League has the biggest 
showdown, with Orange 
visiting Santa Ana on Fri-
day. Both teams are 7-2 
overall and 5-0 in league 
play. This is one of the 
oldest rivalries in Orange 
County. They first met in 
1916, with the Panthers 
winning 3-0.
 Edison and Corona del 
Mar are each 3-1 and 
have a lock on a playoff 
spot, but the winner will 
get second place in the 
Sunset League and at 
least a 50-50 chance of 

 Just as intriguing is the 
saga of Bolsa Grande. 
The Matadors are 5-4 
overall and 2-2 in league. 
With a win over Loara, it 
would mean the first win-
ning season for the Mats 
in recent memory and 
a likely CIF-SS playoff 

Chargers tired
of having to 
play catch-up

Continued on page 7

By Dan Greenspan
Associated Press

  INGLEWOOD  (AP) 
– The Los Angeles Char-
gers have plenty of ex-
perience digging out of 
early holes this season, 
recovering from double-
digit deficits in the first 
quarter to win in each of 
their past two games be-
fore they hosted the Seat-
tle Seahawks on Sunday.
 But after spotting the 
visitors a 17-0 lead, the 
Chargers received a hum-
bling reminder that those 
margins often hold up as 
they lost 37-23.
  “Sheesh, yeah, you’re 
not going to win many 

games going down 17-
0. That’s just the truth,” 
running back Austin 
Ekeler said. “It’s the 


