
RAMAT GAN in Israel.

WEEKEND
EDITION
HHHH

Weather Forecast

75 62

Volume 4, Number 71  n orangecountytribune.com n Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024 n orangecountytribune@gmail.com

Saturday:        75/62  clouds/sun
Sunday:           81/61  partly cloudy
Monday:         83/62   partly cloudy
Tuesday:         82/62  partly cloudy

WITCHY WOMAN

For breaking news and sports all week long, go to www.orangecountytribune.com

Updates On
Key Projects
in the City

In the Trib

U.S., CHINA FLAGS

SPORTS 6

Continued on page 2

Shohei’s Very
Big Thursday

n  GARDEN GROVE CITY COUNCIL

Is Surf City a ‘Parents Rights city’?

GG pastor is finally released by China

Continued on page 2

n  STANTON
CITY COUNCIL

Civic Center
and shelter
for homeless

No, that’s not the Ghost of Christmas’ Past. That’s 
one of those audioanimatronic witch figures you can 
buy at Home Depot to scare the Dickens (get it?)  out 
of trick-or-treaters this coming Halloween. Franken-
stein’s Monster is also available! (Orange County 
Tribune photo).

Big variety
of keeping
house items

By Eric Tucker/Didi Tang
Associated Press

 WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A Christian pastor from 
Garden Grove has been 
freed from China after 
nearly 20 years behind 
bars and is back home in 
the U.S., the State Depart-
ment said this week.
 David Lin, 68, was de-
tained after he entered 
China in 2006, later con-

victed of contract fraud 
and sentenced to life in 
prison, according to the 
U.S. Commission on In-
ternational Religious 
Freedom and advocacy 
groups.
 He was part of the Evan-
gelical Formosan Church 
located at Lampson Av-
enue and Nelson Street.
 “Praise God! We got the 
call late last night!!! Dad 
is free and over Alaska 

now,” the pastor’s daugh-
ter, Alice Lin, said by text 
message Sunday to Bob 
Fu, a longtime supporter 
and the founder of China 
Aid, an U.S.-based ad-

vocacy group for perse-
cuted activists in China. 
Fu shared with The Asso-
ciated Press a screenshot 
of the text sent before the 
Lins reunited.
 The Biden administration 
has been working on Da-
vid Lin’s case and those 
of other wrongly detained 
Americans in China for 
years and have raised them 
at every meeting with se-

  A variety of housekeep-
ing actions will greet 
the Stanton City Coun-
cil when it convenes on 
Tuesday evening.
 There will be a special 
closed session at 5:30 
p.m. and a joint regular 
session at 6:30 p.m.
 Items on the agenda for 
the regular session will 
include:
  • acceptance of the de-
molition of a nuisance 
building, a vacant four-
plex located at 8930 Pa-
cific Avenue, leveled and 
debris removed at a cost 
of $96,000;
  • approval of a five-year 
license agreement with 
Southern California Edi-
son for the renewed lease 
of three parcels used as 

 Updates on two major 
projects undertaken by 
the City of Garden Grove 
will be provided at Tues-
day’s meeting  of the city 
council.
  A progress report on the 
status of the $152 million 
Civic Center project that 
will include a new multi-
story police building con-
nected to a parking struc-
ture as well as a “new” 
Civic Center Park will be 
presented.
 The project is located 

generally at Acacia Park-
way and Euclid Street. 
The new police building 
and parking garage are 
expected to be finished by 
the fall of 2026 with de-
molition of the old build-
ing around that time.
 The redesigned 2.8-acre 
Civic Center Park is 
scheduled for completion 
in fall 2027.
 The Central Cities Navi-
gation Center at 13871 
West St. is now open and 
operating. It serves up to 
85 homeless persons from 
Garden Grove, Fountain 
Valley and Westminster.
 The council will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Com-
munity Meeting Center, 
11300 Stanford Ave.
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NOW HIRING!
Night Caregiver/Direct Staff for 
the Elderly. Please call 310-972-
0128 and look for Violet.

HELP WANTED
Activity Coordinator: BS psych 
+6 months exp. in the position 
or in an admin related occup. 
Mail resume to employer: Violet 
Residential Care, Inc., 12141 Ora 
Drive, Garden Grove CA 92840.

Stanton city council agenda

GG pastor freed by China

Hollenbeck Park for a sum of 
$15,438.43;
  • final approval of the finalized 
design elements for the city’s 
branding and messaging proj-
ect, including a logo system, city 
motto, communications plan and 
wayfinding sign guidelines;

 • appropriation of $250,000 for 
the repair of the Stanton Park 
westerly bridge, which has been 
damaged and unusable since 
June 2023. The park is located 
behind the Civic Center south-
east of Katella Avenue and 
Beach Boulevard. The bridge 
crosses a flood control channel.

nior Chinese officials, including 
Secretary of State Antony Blink-
en’s meeting this summer with 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi in Laos. Such meetings aim 
to keep communication open be-
tween Washington and Beijing 
despite escalating tensions.
  “We welcome David Lin’s re-
lease from prison in the People’s 
Republic of China. He has re-
turned to the United States and 
reunited with his family for the 
first time in nearly 20 years,” 
State Department spokesman 
Matthew Miller told reporters.
 “We’ll continue to push the re-
lease of other Americans,” he 
said. “It’s something that we 
continue to work on. It’s an im-
portant step forward, and we’re 
going to continue to push for the 
release of other Americans.”
  Lin frequently traveled to Chi-
na in the 1990s to spread the 
gospel, according to China Aid, 
which says Lin sought a license 

from the Chinese government 
to carry out Christian ministry. 
It’s unlikely he was granted per-
mission, and he was detained in 
2006 when assisting a church 
not authorized by Chinese of-
ficials, the group said.
   Lin was formally arrested in 2009 
on suspicion of contract fraud and, 
after a court review, was sentenced 
to life in prison, China Aid said.
 The charge is frequently used 
against leaders of churches that 
operate outside state-sponsored 
faith groups, and it is a crime 
that Lin denied, according to the 
Dui Hua Foundation, a humani-
tarian group that advocates for 
prisoners in China. The com-
mission on religious freedom 
says those leading and taking 
part in churches not sanctioned 
by the Chinese government 
“often face intimidation, ha-
rassment, arrest and harsh sen-
tences.”
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‘Signs’ of things
to come to HB
from Portage?
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ARGONAUTS REMEMBER

ity swung 
a bit left in 
its heyday, 
so this 
isn’t some 
kind of 
precedent-
breaking 
develop-
ment.
  It’s the na-
ture of the 
controversy 
generated 
by the topics chosen that’s put 
the Big Four into the limelight 
locally as well as nationally.
  So far. we’ve seen them act in 
ways that have chafed the chaps 
of gays, the transgendered, 
librarians, state officials and 
now, people who feel that Israel 
has gone too far in its pursuit of 
Hamas and not at all far enough 
with regard to the fate of Pales-
tinians.
  So, if we believe that the 
council majority has a conser-
vative playbook, or schedule, 
what’s next?
  One example could come from 
Portage County, Ohio where 
Sheriff Bruce Zuchowski posted 
on Facebook last week that 
residents should make a record 
of everyone who had posted 
signs on their property support-
ing “Harris for President.”
  Angry about conditions at the 
Mexican border – just a few 
off-ramps from the Buckeye 
State, surely – he suggested 
that illegal immigrants – whom 
he called “locusts” – should be 
housed in the homes of support-
ers of Harris – whom he called 
a “laughing hyena.”
  He concluded his latest post 
by saying, “I am a Law Man … 

  Whether you agree with – or 
don’t agree with – the initiatives 
promoted by the conservative 
majority of the Huntington 
Beach City Council, it’s hard to 
escape the conclusion that many 
of them are ideologically-based.
  This isn’t entirely a surprise … 
the previous semi-liberal major-

‘Sister City’ relationship with
Ramat Gan in Israel approved

RAMAT GAN near Tel Aviv (Wikipedia).

At last Saturday’s Garden Grove High School All-Class Picnic, 
legendary retired teacher Jack Sorter (with wife Barbara, left) 
dropped in to reminisce.  He taught world history at GGHS from 
1959 to 1994 and then worked thereafter as a substitute teacher 
(Orange County Tribune photo).

Bicyclist, 92,
dies after a
car collision

n  HUNTINGTON BEACH CITY COUNCIL  Tuesday night’s approval of a 
ordinance declaring Huntington 
Beach a “parents right to know 
city” wasn’t the only controver-
sial decision made by the city 
council.
  On identical 4-3 votes – with 
Mayor Gracey Van De Mark, 
Vice Mayor Pat Burns and 
Councilmembers Tony Strick-
land and Casey McKeon in the 
majority – the council approved 
taking steps toward initiating a 
“Sister City” relationship with 
Ramat Gan in Israel and re-
jected a proposal to improve 
city hall security by installing 
devices to “detect individuals 
attempting to enter the building 
with weapons.”
 After a closed session, the 
council returned and voted 4-3 
– along the same lines – to im-
mediately file a lawsuit to chal-

lenge the constitutionality of As-
sembly Bill 1955, which forbids 
public school staff from having 
to inform parents or any other 
person if their child’s gender 

identification changes, without 
the child’s permission.
 The council meeting was ad-
journed at 11:27 p.m.

 A 92-year-old Fountain Valley 
man was fatally injured Tuesday 
afternoon in Westminster when 
he was struck by an automobile 
while he was riding a bicycle.
  According to Sgt. Alan Aoki of 
the WPD, the incident took lace 
around 4 p.m. in the intersection 
of Newland Street and Bolsa 
Avenue.
 The bicyclist was found bleed-
ing and down in the roadway. 
He was breathing but unrespon-
sive. The motorist remained at 
the scene and was cooperative 
with police.
 Orange County Fire Authority 
personnel – along with WPD 
officers – attempted lifesaving 
measures but the cyclist was 
pronounced deceased.
  Anyone with information about 
the collision  is asked to call 
the WPD watch commander at 
(714) 548-3767.
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IN-PERSON VOTING started in three states  (Wikipedia)

MARK ROBINSON, lieu-
tenant governor of North 
Carolina

    
Weather: A warm-ish weekend

Early voting has begun in part of USA

Great Thoughts

  “If liberty means anything at all, it means the right 
to tell people what they do not want to hear.”

– George Orwell

Controversial candidate has
North Carolina GOP ‘anxious’

  In our West Orange County cities fall-ish days will turn to 
a summer feeling as we move into the weekend. Saturday is 
expected to be cloudy in the morning and sunny in the after-
noon with a daytime high of 75 and an overnight low of 62. 
Sunday will warm to 81 (61) under partly cloudy skies. Monday 
is expected to go to 83 (62) and Tuesday to 82 (62), both under 
partly cloudy skies.

  It may seem like the 2024 pres-
idential campaign has gone on 
forever, continuing without end, 
but the last innings are here.
  In-person voting started Friday 
in Minnesota, South Dakota, and 
Virginia. According to the Asso-
ciated Press, a dozen more states 
will join the parade to the polling 
places in mid-October.
  The election is Nov. 5. By Mon-
day, county election officials will 
mail ballots to each active regis-
tered voter in California and they 
can fill out their ballots immedi-
ately and mail them back in. 
  The last day to register to vote 

is Monday, Oct. 21. But from 
Tuesday, Oct. 22 to Nov. 5, eli-
gible California residents can 
sign up for same-day voter reg-
istration.
  Early voting sites will open in 
California on Monday, Oct. 7. 
Ballot drop-off locations will be 
open no later than Tuesday, Oct. 
8. 
 Vote by mail ballots that are 
mailed must be postmarked on 
or before Election Day and re-
ceived by – in our case – the Or-
ange County Registrar of Voters.
On Election Day, polls will be 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

 North Carolina – typically a 
red state – is considered a swing 
state in this presidential elec-
tion, with candidates Kamala 
Harris and Donald Trump in a 
virtual dead heat in the polls.
  But the Republican candidate 
for governor could tip the elec-
tion away from the ruling party, 
according to The New York 
Times. Mark Robinson, the 
state’s Black lieutenant gover-
nor, has roiled the campaign for 
his controversial statements and 

web posts.
  Published reports say he has 
described himself as a “black 
Nazi,” praised slavery in an adult 
online forum and discussed his 
tastes in pornography. 
 He denies those accusations 
but Republican leaders, see-

ing Robinson badly trailing his 
Democratic rival, worry he will 
depress his party’s vote and per-
haps allow Harris to get a nar-
row win which would be crucial 
to the overall election, sending 
the state’s 16 Electoral College 
votes to the Democratic ticket.

Wall Street ends week on a 
record high; Dow up 1.62%
 Still reacting to Wednesday’s half-
point interest rate cut by the Federal 
Reserve, the Dow Jones Industrial 
average Friday closed at a record-
high 42,963.36, up 38 points over-
all and a 1.62 percent rise.
 The Fed’s action was the first 

rate cut since 2020, according to 
United Press International.
 The S&P 500 was up 1.36 per-
cent for the week to 5,702,44, 
while the Nasdaq rose by 1.49 
percent, finishing at 17,948.32.

NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE
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Poor HMovie Review

Who asked for
this cheesy
origin story?

“TRANSFORMERS ONE” is a blur of animated battles (Paramount Pictures).

Continued on page  8

‘Transformers One’ Nobody Needs

By Mark Kennedy
AP Entertainment Editor

 Movie origin stories finally 
reach their nadir this week with 
“Transformers One,” the super-
violent, toy-selling vehicle that 
tells the tale of how Optimus 
Prime and Megatron went from 
besties to foes. Did anyone ask 
for this? Did Wile E. Coyote 
and the Road Runner ask for too 
much money?
  The computer-animated “Trans-
formers One” is out of time, a 
throwback to a few years ago 
when Hollywood mined popu-
lar IP for forgotten heroes, built 
overly complex worlds and then 
ramped up the action so that the 
audience just got numbed to a 
blur of battles. But “Transform-
ers One” isn’t good enough to 
watch on a plane, even a trans-
Pacific flight. The inflight map is 
better.
  A map isn’t a bad idea, actu-
ally: You may need some sort 
of guide for this one — those 
uninitiated to the folklore of Cy-
bertron are flung helplessly into 
references to Energon, Alpha 
Trion, Quintessons and some-
thing called the Matrix of Lead-
ership. You come in halfway into 
a conversation.
  The story by Andrew Barrer and 
Gabriel Ferrari is basically the 
Bible’s Cain and Abel with a de-
tour into the Roman Empire and 
the Hasbro figurines’ accumu-
lated mythology, which seems to 
be a series of never-ending epic 
battles between good and evil. 
Some stuff just seems downright 
weird, like why these robots 
need a gym or why after running 
they become breathless.
  The main heroes here are bud-
dies Orion Pax and D-16 — who 
will become mortal enemies Op-
timus Prime and Megatron by 

the end — and we meet them 
when they are lowly miners, 
basically non-transforming bots 
digging for reserves of the en-
ergy cleverly called Energon. 
  This is a society in which the 
upper class is made up of Trans-
formers who stomp around 
preening while the lower classes 
do dirty jobs like comb through 
garbage.
  They all serve Sentinel Prime, 
the leader of the subterranean 
Iacon City, who is not what he 
seems. He is apparently the 
last of the Primes and lives in a 
marble palace, giving the people 
below spectacles as a diversion, 
like an epic road race. It gives off 
ancient Roman Coliseum vibes.
Orion Pax (voiced with puppy-
dog sweetness by Chris Hem-

sworth) is not satisfied by this 
life. “There’s got to be some-
thing more I can do,” he says. 
“Aren’t you tired of being treat-
ed like you’re nothing?” Brian 
Tyree Henry voices D-16 with 
skepticism and resignation.
  The two friends join with min-
ing manager Elita-1 (Scarlett 
Johansson, bland) and Keegan-
Michael Key’s B-127 (who will 
later become fan favorite Bum-
blebee) to journey to the surface 
of the planet, find the Matrix of 
Leadership (a sort of necklace 
that might have been sold in the 
Sharper Image catalog) and get a 
hero’s welcome. But they learn 
some unsavory things about the 
ruler from the Transformer el-
der statesman Alpha Trion (the 
instantly recognizable Laurence 
Fishburne).
  Director Josh Cooley, who co-
wrote the screenplay for “Inside 

Out” and helmed “Toy Story 4,” 
never lets the action stop — and 
that’s not a compliment. The 
camera is constantly swiveling 
and the violence — assault-
weapon lasers, booming can-
nons, light torture, martial arts 
crunching moves, beating a rival 
with their own amputated limb 
and ceaseless pounding — is 
nauseating. (“Please stop punch-
ing me in the face” is a joke line 
here.) 
  If Transformers ever bled, this 
would be an R-rated movie.
  The hyper-violence papers over 
some pretty robotic — sorry! — 
dialogue. Why do all these mov-
ies show the Transformers with 
cool upgrades like laser knives 
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Retorts
Jim Tortolano

Continued on page 7

  As I wrote in a column earlier 
his year, I have been a fan of 
Sports Illustrated for many 
years. Published weekly – in 
addition to its popular but 
somewhat controversial swim-
suit issue – SI was the last word 
in sports journalism.
  Sure, we all watched the big 
football game, but to find out 
the per-
sonalities, 
strategems 
and weird-
ness behind 
the scenes 
we waited 
for the latest 
issue to ar-
rive.
  Earlier this 
year, amidst 
the turmoil 
of changes of 
ownership for the magazine, I 
dropped my subscription. Well, 
following many plaintive en-
treaties to “please come back” 
– along with a ridiculously 
low price – I signed up for the 
digital version.
  Wow.
  Whatever confusion in direc-
tion made SI highly expendable 
has lifted. The new issue is 82 
pages of gorgeous color, with 
articles that grabbed my atten-
tion right away.
  The first was an in-depth ex-
amination about what happened 
to the Pac-12. It’s complicated, 
but – according to SI – the cul-
prits are the college presidents 
and athletic directors at UCLA 
and USC. They turned down 
offiers of $30 million annually 
from ESPN, demanding $50 
million.
  When denied, they took their 
pigskin and left for the Big 
10(ish), and that collapsed the 
conference as the Bruins (bas-
ketball) and Trojans (football) 
are/were the marquee programs 
of the conference.
  Their departure started a 
rush for the exits and now you 
have California schools in an 

The rebirth of
the best sports
magazine: SI
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THE 2019 MARINA VIKINGS  football team won the school’s first CIF-SS football title. With a 4-0 
start, could the 2024 version be headed for similar glory? (Tribune photo)

Continued on page 8

Best At-Bat Day Ever?
Shohei: 3 homers, 10 RBIs,  2 steals means a 50-50 club

SHOHEI OHTANI watches the ball as he hits a homer in the ninth (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)

Shohei hits 52nd; Halos fall

  MIAMI (AP) — Shohei Ohtani 
became the first player in major 
league history to hit 50 home 
runs and steal 50 bases in a sea-
son when he homered three times 
and stole two bases to lead the 
Los Angeles Dodgers to a play-
off-clinching 20-4 rout of the Mi-
ami Marlins on Thursday.
 “Happy, relieved and very re-
spectful to the peers and ev-
erybody who came before me 
to play this sport of baseball,” 
Ohtani said through an inter-
preter.

  Ohtani also became the first 
player with three homers and 
two steals in a game. He doubled 
twice, had a career-best six hits 
and set a Dodgers record with 10 
RBIs. His 51 homers this season 
broke Shawn Green’s franchise 
record of 49, set in 2001.
  “The individual performance 
tonight was remarkable,” Dodg-
ers manager Dave Roberts said. 
“With this game of baseball, 
it was a win for Major League 
Baseball. I know people all over 
the globe were watching this 

game and we’re excited to see 
that they got a chance to witness 
history.”
  The Japanese star began the 
day two homers and one steal 
shy of the 50-50 mark. Ohtani 
doubled to lead off the game 
and then swiped third to get to 
50 steals. He stole his 51st base 
in the second inning.
  Ohtani homered in the sixth off 
reliever George Soriano, a 438-
foot drive to the second deck in 
right-center. His 49th homer put 

  Shohei Ohtani continued to nail 
his name into the record books 
on Friday as he hit his 52rd 
home run of the 2024 season in 
the Los Angeles Dodgers’ 6-4 
win over the Colorado Rockies.
 He also stole his 52nd base, 
drove in two runs and scored 
twice to help the Blue Crew im-
prove its record to 92-62. 
  The Dodgers now hold a four-
game lead over the second place 
San Diego Padres in the National 
League West and have secured a 

place in the playoffs.
  Andy Pages and Teo Hernan-
dez also homered.
 The Los Angeles Angels con-
tinued their end-of-the season 
skid, losing 9-7 to the Hous-
ton Astros. The Houston team 
jumped out to an early 6-1 lead 
and the Angels could never quite 
catch up, despite getting 13 hits.
  Taylor Anderson (10-14) was 
rocked for eight hits and six runs 
(three of them earned) in two in-
nings.
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Edison keeps The Bell, 49-6 over Barons
Marina, Rancho
and LaQuinta win,
stay unbeaten

High School
Football Results

THURSDAY
Los Amigos 52, Nogales 14
Ocean View 30, Bolsa Grande 0

FRIDAY
Edison 49, Fountain Valley 6
University 24, Garden Grove 21 (OT)
Huntington Beach 31, Mayfair 21
La Quinta 32, Glenn 12
Marina 21, Esperanza 7
Redondo Union 24, Orange 3
Pacifica vs. Walnut, late
Rancho Alamitos 37, Godinez 3
Estancia 38, Santiago 0
Lynwood 52, Magnolia 0

Ohtani slugs his way
into the record books
the Dodgers ahead 9-3. His turn 
came again in the seventh and 
Ohtani connected with his his-
toric blast, an opposite-field shot 
over the left-field wall against 
Mike Baumann.
  “Being honest, it was some-
thing I wanted to get it over 
as soon as possible,” Ohtani 
said. “The balls were being ex-
changed every time I came up to 
bat.”
  Ohtani was mobbed by his 
Dodgers teammates when he 
reached the dugout. The crowd 
of 15,548 continued cheering 
until Ohtani emerged from the 
dugout for a curtain call.
  The Marlins’ home ballpark 
has special significance to 
Ohtani. It’s where he struck out 
star slugger Mike Trout for the 
final out of Japan’s victory over 
the United States in the champi-
onship of the 2023 World Base-
ball Classic.
 “I’ve had perhaps the most 
memorable moments here in my 
career and this stadium has be-
come one of my favorite stadi-
ums,” Ohtani said.
  With first base open before 
Ohtani’s first two homers, Mar-
lins manager Skip Schumaker 
opted to have Soriano and Bau-

mann pitch to Ohtani instead of 
intentionally walking him.
 “If it was a tight game, one 
run lead or we’re down one, I 
probably put him on,” Schu-
maker said. “Down that many 
runs, that’s a bad move base-
ball-wise, karma-wise, base-
ball god-wise. You go after 
him to see if you can get him 
out. I think out of respect for 
the game, we were going to go 
after him. He hit the home run. 
That’s just part of the deal.”
  The Dodgers respected Schu-
maker’s decision.
 “A lot of us actually looked at 
the opposing dugout and I think 
a lot of the coaches were tell-
ing Skip, ‘Hey, we should walk 
him right here,’” Dodgers in-
fielder Max Muncy said. “I’ve 
always loved Skip. When he 
was the first base coach in San 
Diego, I always talked to him. I 
heard all guys love to play for 
him. For him to do that, that’s 
awesome.”
 Added Roberts: “The game was 
certainly out of hand. Guys got 
their starters out and then to take 
that potential moment away 
from the fans, Shohei himself, 
Skip understood that. It was big-
ger than that and I’ve got noth-
ing for respect for that.”

  The Edison Chargers kept their 
dominance over rival Fountain 
Valley on Friday night, defeat-
ing the Barons 49-6 and again 
winning the Battle for the Bell 
at LeBard Stadium on the Or-
ange Coast College campus.
  A balanced attack ran up a 42-0 
halftime lead as the green-and-
gold improved its record to 3-2.
Julius Gillick ran for two touch-
downs and a two-point conver-
sion. Savelio Niumata threw for 
one TD pass and ran for another. 
Carson Schmidt ran back an in-
terception for a score and Mad-
dox Thomas and Ayden Degia-
comon added touchdowns, as 
did Sam Thomson.
 Edison will host La Serna next 
Friday.
 Marina improved its record to 
4-0 with a 21-7 non-league vic-
tory over Esperanza at West-
minster High’s Bill Boswell 
Field. Garrett Hunnicutt passed 

for two scores and ran for an-
other in the victory.
 The Vikings take on Sunny 
Hills on Oct, 4.
  Rancho Alamitos (4-0) and La 
Quinta (4-0) remained unbeaten 
with wins Friday. The Vaqueros 
bested Godinez Fundamental 
37-3 and the Aztecs defeated 
Glenn 32-12.
 Garden Grove (1-3) lost an-
other close one, falling 24-21 to 
University High of Irvine. The 

Argonauts led 13-0 at halftime, 
but were defeated by a field goal 
in OT.
 Huntington Beach (3-2) defeat-
ed Mayfair 31-21 and will next 
take on  Laguna Hills on Oct. 4.
 
 ON THURSDAY, Oscar 
Galindo rushed for three touch-
downs as Los Amigos (4-0) re-
mained unbeaten with a 52-14 
win over the Nogales Nobles in 
La Puente on Thursday night.
  For the orange and black, after 
a field goal for LAHS, Galindo 
scored on a 12-yard run in the 
first quarter and Chris Flores 
picked off a Nogales pass and 
returned it for a Lobo TD.
 In the second quarter, Avery 
Wells threw an 82-yard scoring 
pass to Amari’e Maddox for a 

score and a 24-8 lead. Later in 
the quarter Galindo got loose 
again, rushing for a 52-yard 
touchdown. He added to that 
with a 79-yard TD turn and all 
that was in the first half.
  In the third quarter, Raul Cruz 
ran it in from 10 yards out to up 
the score to a 44-8 Lobo lead. 
Los Amigos got its final score 
on a 1-yard rush by Jayvin Le.
 The Lobos will close out their 
pre-league schedule on Sept. 
26 at Monsoor Stadium on the 
Garden Grove High campus 
hosting Western Christian High 
of Upland.
 Ocean View snapped a four-
game losing streak on Thurs-
day night by defeating host 
Bolsa Grande 30-0 in a non-
league game.
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Who needed ‘Transformers One’?

HELP WANTED
Activity Coordinator: BS psych 
+6 months exp. in the position 
or in an admin related occup. 
Mail resume to employer: Violet 
Residential Care, Inc., 12141 Ora 
Drive, Garden Grove CA 92840.

Continued from page 3

Retorts: Let’s
get a-political
not a politician.”
  Okayyyy … no politics there.
  Now, I’m not seriously sug-
gesting that the Big Four (their 
opponents have another name 
for them) would do something 
like Bruce is doing. But when 
ideology drives your agenda, 
how much attention is being 
devoted to everyday problems 
like parking and potholes? 
Deficits and dog-catching? And 
what’s next?
  Huntington Beach’s reputa-
tion is not near that of Portage 
County. But … if things con-
tinue as they have … you can 
see it from there.

but they remain speaking in 
stilted, operatic prose? “I want 
him to suffer and die in dark-
ness,” “They are to be your un-
doing” and “Cybertron’s future 
is in your hands.”
  There are some good moments, 
of course. When our band of 
misfit bots get an upgrade to 

Transformer status, they cutely 
don’t know how to do it seam-
lessly at first, with limbs awk-
wardly getting mixed with ve-
hicle parts. Anyone who has 
played with the toys knows the 
feeling. 
  And Key never fails to gener-
ate a chuckle, proving a master-
ful comedic voice actor.

 The other actors — Jon Hamm 
and Steve Buscemi, included — 
hardly register and the movie’s 
main song — “If I Fall” by Qua-
vo, Ty Dolla $ign and Brian Ty-
ler’s Are We Dreaming — feels 
like AI wrote both the uninter-
esting rap-rock beat and soupy 
lyrics (“I’m the alpha, omega, 
got lights on me, Vegas.” Ve-
gas?)
   The saddest thing about “Trans-
formers One” is the wasteful-
ness of another dull outing in 
a universe geared toward kids 
just learning to transform them-
selves. The lessons here, un-
fortunately, are that friends can 
become enemies overnight and 
you only win if you beat some-
one hard enough. “We’re better 
than this,” Orion Pax screams 
at his sudden rival at one point. 
No, they’re not.

  “Transformers One,” a Para-
mount release that landed in 
theaters Friday, is rated PG 
for “sci-fi violence and ani-
mated action throughout, and 
language.” Running time: 103 
minutes. 

Atlantic-named conference.
  The other article that grabbed 
my attention was one about the 
rise of the Angel City women’s 
soccer franchise.  Supported in 
large part by female investors, 
the ACFC is successful and 
profitable. 
  Just recently, Bob Igor 
(Disney) and partner Willow 
Bay invested $250 million to 

Sports Retorts: Welcome back, SI;
you have been sorely missed, pal

become controlling partners of 
the team/franchise.
  It’s now the most valuable 
women’s sports team in the 
world, worth more than many 
men’s pro teams.
  This is the stuff I wasn’t 
getting anywhere else. So 
I’m back on SI’s team. If you  
dropped off recently, you might 
want to give it a second chance. 
You might be delighted.


