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Vodie’s To
Come Down;
Apts. Go Up?
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n  GARDEN GROVE PLANNING COMMISSION

Is Surf City a ‘Par-

Eat, drink etc. on the HB Pier

ARTISTS RENDERING of proposed Huntington’s on 
the Huntington Beach Pier.Continued on page 2

VODIE’S has been a 
landmark in Garden Grove 
since 1939 (Trib photo)

Iconic sign on GG Boulevard
could be fated for its end

15th Career Pathway unveiled
By JIm Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

 One long-time Garden 
Grove landmark may 
soon be replaced with a 
brand-new one.
 At next Thursday’s meet-
ing of the planning com-
mission, there will be a 
public hearing on a site 
plan and lot line adjust-
ment for the construction 
of a seven-story, 98-unit 
multiple-family apart-
ment complex on a 1.35-
acre site on the north side 
of Garden Grove Bou-
levard between Galway 
Street and Brookhurst 
Way.
 Long-time residents and 
anyone who regularly trav-
els along Garden Grove 
Boulevard will recognize 
that as the site of the now-
closed Vodie’s Brakes with 
its giant neon-lighted bear 
sign.
 Opened in 1939, Vodie’s 
was a towering point of 
visual interest from the 
era of Franklin Roosevelt 
to the recent past. In addi-
tion to brake work, wheel 
alignment and other auto-
motive repairs were done.
 The new building will 

combine two parcels and 
include 10 affordable 
housing units for “very-
low income” residents.
 The applicant is William 
Jager.
 Also at that meeting will 
be a public hearing on a 
site plan, conditional use 
permit and other permis-
sions to develop a six-sto-
ry mixed-use development 
on a 0.94-acre lot consist-
ing of an 80-unit senior 

  A lease agreement to of-
fer a food establishment 
on the city pier will be 
considered by the Hun-
tington Beach City Coun-
cil when it meets next 
Tuesday.
 The intention is to lease 
existing city property for 
the remodel and new con-
struction of an eating and 
drinking establishment  
at 21 and 22 Main Street 
with alcohol sales and 
outdoor dining.
 Named “Huntington’s,” 
the project by Surf City 

CHEER FOR CAREERS

RANCHO SPIRIT TEAM and construction equipment were on hand (Tribune photo).

 Not every high school student goes to 
college and not every high school student 
needs college to find a well-paying satis-
fying career.
 To that end, the Garden Grove Uni-
fied School District on Wednesday took 
the wraps off its latest and 15th “Career 
Pathway” in an event at Rancho Alamitos 
High School.
 The “Building Bright Futures” presen-

tation showcased the “Skilled Trades 
Career Pathway” for students inter-
ested in pursuing careers in carpentry, 
plumbing, welding and other skilled 
trades.
 Other career pathways exhibited in-
cluded automotive technology, culi-
nary arts, medical and hospitality. The 
Skilled Trades pathway will debut this 
fall at Rancho.
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NOW HIRING!
Night Caregiver/Direct Staff for 
the Elderly. Please call 310-972-
0128 and look for Violet.

HELP WANTED
Activity Coordinator: BS psych 
+6 months exp. in the position 
or in an admin related occup. 
Mail resume to employer: Violet 
Residential Care, Inc., 12141 Ora 
Drive, Garden Grove CA 92840.

Vodie’s sign and new apts.

  Want a free subscription 
to the e-paper  version of 
The Orange County Tri-
bune?  
  Send us an e-mail at or-
a n g e c o u n t y t r i b u n e @
gmail.com and request a 
subscription.
   The OCT covers Garden 
Grove, Huntington Beach, 
Stanton and Westminster. 

Get free e-paper
with OC Tribune

New restaurant at HB Pier?

apartment complex and an 82-
unit ‘“residential care facility for 
the elderly.”
 It will include four affordable 
housing units for four “very low 
income” residents.
 The proposed site is at the 

southeast corner of Stanford Av-
enue and 9th Street at 11432 and 
11462 Stanford Ave.
 The applicant is also William 
Jager.
  The meeting will take place in 
the Community Meeting Center, 
11300 Stanford Ave. at 7 p.m.

Partners  LLC will include a new 
restaurant/bar with outdoor seat-
ing and a walk-up window.
 The project will consist of two 
buildings: one a relocated bait-
and-tackle shop with remodeled 
public restrooms and a new stor-
age area; the other a 220-square 

foot addition to an existing 
building allowing for a total oc-
cupancy of 75 at the planned res-
taurant and bar.
The council will meet in its 
chamber at 2000 Main St. with   
closed session at 4:30 p.m.and a 
regular session at 6 p.m.



News&Views

Retorts
Jim Tortolano

Kudos for a
victory against
graffiti vandalism

ANDREW DO
Orange County Supervisor
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Freeway 
has been a 
pain in the 
asterisk for 
literally 
more than 
a half-
century.
  A primary 
pathway 
for students 
to walk to 
and from 
the Bolsa 
Grande High School campus 
and for anyone seeking to do 
the same to visit the adjacent 
Garden Grove Park, it’s been 
slathered with graffiti – much 
of it obscene and all of it ugly – 
for almost 70 years.
  I know that we at The Tribune 
(and earlier with the Garden 
Grove Journal) have been com-
plaining about this for decades. 
The grungy spray-paint encour-
ages litter and the presence of 
folks who may or may not be 
Rhodes Scholars, if you receive 
my meaning.
  The ball has been passed back 
and forth more than at a rugby 
match. All three should-be 
interested parties have been 
looking the other way. The 
city had said it’s owned by Cal 
Trans and isn’t their problem.    
The school district has said it’s 
owned by the city. Cal Trans 
says, yes, it’s theirs, but a) don’t 
dare paint our property and b) 
we don’t have the time or bud-
get to paint that property.
  Well, the logjam has finally 
been broken. The city has ex-
panded its anti-graffiti program 
and the tunnel is now painted 
and cleaned regularly, 
  Kudos go to a bunch of 

  A debut of a new Retorts 
feature: Kudos and Komplaints 
pointing out what’s worthy – in 
my opinion – of praise or wor-
thy of gripes.
  Tunnel We Love: The pedes-
trian tunnel (between Magnolia 
and Brookhurst streets) that runs 
underneath the Garden Grove 

THE STANTON PLANNING COMMISSION will again take up the 
issue of short-term rentals when it meets on Wednesday, Oct. 2 in 
the city council chambers at 6:30 p.m. (Shutterstock)

Should short-term
rentals be banned?

Area college scholars are honored

Supervisor Do,
missing in action,
censured by
Orange Co. board

n  STANTON PLANNING COMMISSION

  The Stanton Planning Commis-
sion will again take on the issue 
of whether short-term rentals of 
private homes should be legal 
within city limits.
 At the September 18 meeting 
of the commission, the panel 
continued to the next meeting 
consideration of a zoning code 
amendment to prohibit short-
term rentals throughout Stanton 
along with bed and breakfast 
establishments in residential and 
mixed-use overlay zones.
 After the public hearing, the 
commission asked that staff re-
turn with a resolution recom-
mending denial of the proposal.
Arguments cited by members of 
the commission included deny-
ing residents from earning rev-

enue for themselves and operate 
small businesses and regulation 
of short-term rentals was better 
than prohibition.
 However, city staff argue that 
residents have reported nega-
tive impacts to surrounding resi-
dents, including parking prob-
lems, noise and other “nuisance 
activity.”
 Some neighboring cities – such 
as Anaheim and Garden Grove 
– have banned such businesses, 
not only because of reported 
nuisances but because they may 
attract customers from estab-
lished commercial hotels, which 
provide substantial tax revenue 
to municipal coffers.
   The meeting will take place in 
Stanton City Hall at 6:30 p.m. 

  Southern New Hampshire University have named a long list of 
West Orange County students to the school’s summer President’s 
List for academic accomplishment. They are:
  Garden Grove: Briana Fieffer, Natalie Roldan, Matthew Cho, 
John Byne, Denise Lopez, Martha Jimenez, Chloe Rose, Geovani 
Arcos, Beshy Garcia Alvarez, Andy Tran, Erika Palma, Janet Tlas-
eca, Daniel Whaley.
  Huntington Beach: Matthew DeBiaso,Vance Lent, Nur Juanita 
Azner, Daniel Corban, Miguel Medina, Gina La Barber, Emily 
Montoya, Alexander Roberts, Thierry Tran, Nikki Knight, Leah 
Hall, Brice Capangpangan, Ryan Evans, Micheal Kibler.
  Westminster: Hanh Vo Le, Skye Kiser, Karen Hoang,

  Although the effect is largely 
symbolic, the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors voted 4-0 
to censure outgoing First District 
Supervisor Andrew Do “for his 
failure to abide by the code of 
ethics and commitment to pub-
lic service, and for the reckless 
judgment and favoritism he has 
demonstrated.”
  Do, a former Garden Grove 
City Councilmember, was not 
present for Tuesday’s action. 
He has been missing from board 
meetings since Aug. 13.
   The county is suing the Viet-
America Association, alleging 
that money allocated for the re-
lief of elderly Vietnamese resi-
dents was directed toward the 
private benefit of officers of the 
organization, buying houses and 
other items unrelated to the re-
lief during the coronavirus epi-
demic.
 That money was directed to 
VAS by Do. 
  He is not being sued. 
 His daughter, Rhiannon Do, 
worked for the organization, 
which was not disclosed at the 
time of the assignment of the 
funds to VAS. She is named in 
the lawsuit.
  On Sept. 10, the board voted to 
remove him from all committee 
and board appointments.



NewsUpdate

Netanyahu vows
to keep up assault
into Lebanon
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KIRYAT SCHMONA in Israel hit by Hezbollah rockets (Wikipedia).

    
Weather: Back to the Eighties

Israeli jets attacked Hezbollah HQ

Great Thoughts

 “If you would be a real seeker after truth, it is necessary 
that at least once in your life doubt, as far as possible, all 
things.”
– Rene Descartes

  Sun and warmer days are in the forecast for our West 
Orange County cities into the weekend and beyond. Sat-
urday is expected to hit a daytime high of 76 with an over-
night low of 60. Sunday will warm to 78 (60), Monday to 
82 (61) and Tuesday to 84 (68). Sunny skies are forecast 
for all week.

U.S. Marshals rounded
up over 3,400 fugitives
in Operation North Star

HURRICANE HELENE AT 
ITS PEAK (NHC)

 The widening war between Is-
rael and Hezbollah continued on 
Friday with the Israeli military 
claiming it destroyed the main 
headquarters of Hezbollah in 
Beirut, Lebanon.
 Fighters attacked the target, 
which Israel claims was located 
below residential buildings, ac-
cording to the Associated Press. 
Casualties are unknown.
 Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu spoke to the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
New York promising that Israel 
would continue its offensive, then 
left the U.S. to return to his home 
country.
  So far, an estimated 720 people 

have been killed in the battle, 
mostly from Israeli air strikes. 
There is concern that Israel 
may inflict similar destruction 
in Lebanon as has been done in 

Gaza.
  The conflict started when He-
zbollah began launching rockets 
into Israel in support of Hamas 
militants since the war broke out 

on Oct. 7.
 About 200,000 people have 
been rendered homeless in Leb-
anon because of the  violence, 
says the AP.

 “Operation North Star,” a wide-
ranging operation by the U.S. 
Marshal Service, has arrested 
over 3,400 fugitives in the pe-
riod from mid-May to mid-Sep-
tember.
 According to United Press Inter-
national, the U.S. Department of 
Justice reports that 3,421 people 
were apprehended, including 
216 for homicide, 803 for assault 
and 482 for weapons offenses.

 The crackdown took place in 
nine urban areas, mostly in the 
South and Southeast. 
  In the course of their work of-
ficers recovered firearms, cash 
and illegal drugs, including fen-
tanyl.
 Since North Star began in July 
of 2022, over 10,200 people 
have been taken into custody of 
whom 1,153 were homicide sus-
pects.

Flooding and 
landslides from
Helene’s wrath
  A wide area from Florida’s “Big 
Bend” all the way to North Car-
olina and Tennessee felt the lash 
of Hurricane Helene on Friday, 
imposing floods and landslides.
 In some cases, roads were 
blocked and helicopters had to 
be employed to pluck people 
from the roof of a hospital in 
Tennessee, according to The 
New York Times. 
   Evacuations have been ordered 
in an area near a stressed dam.
  Electrical power was out for an 
estimated 4.2 million customers 
in the Southwest and Southeast. 
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Fair HHMovie Review

Coppola has
fullfulled his
dream, but ...

GIANCARLO ESPOSITO as Mayor Cicero in “Megalopolis” (Lionsgate).

‘Megalopolis’: Idealism with Excess

By LIndsey Bahr
AP FIlm  Writer

  If anything is clear about “Meg-
alopolis,” it’s that Francis Ford 
Coppola has a lot on his mind.
The legendary filmmaker spent 
decades on this Roman-style 
epic, set in the present day, about 
a civilization on the brink of col-
lapse. 
  A wealthy and powerful few 
of the old guard are running the 
gilded city of New Rome into 
the ground, a new generation 
is embroiled in a stalemate of a 
culture war between hedonists 
and puritans and a visionary ar-
chitect caught in the middle is 
dreaming up a different future.
  But none of that captures the wild 
experience of actually watch-
ing “Megalopolis,” a sprawling, 
operatic, clumsy and fascinating 
film that should inspire discus-
sions for many years to come.
  “Megalopolis” is not a disaster, 
but it’s far from a success. It’s a 
bacchanalia that’s bursting with 
so many ideas, so many charac-
ters, so many great lines and tru-
ly terrible ones as well that it’s 
nearly impossible to digest in a 
single, baffling viewing.
  If there is a center to this story 
it’s Adam Driver’s Cesar Cati-
lina, an artist who can stop time 
and who believes that a sub-
stance called Megalon, a shim-
mering people mover that can be 
used to make a translucent (but 
not naked) dress or reconstruct 
a face mangled by a gunshot, is 
the way to a utopia.   
  Driver is a great actor who is 
utterly misused here as a grief-
stricken, alcoholic, “Hamlet”-
quoting megalomaniac aristocrat 
who spends his days in an art 
deco ivory tower (the Chrysler 
Building) fretting about time and 
what the corrupt Mayor Frank-

lyn Cicero (Giancarlo Esposito) 
is doing to the city.
  We’re supposed to believe that 
Cesar is a widely desired catch 
who would attract the mayor’s 
beautiful daughter Julia (Na-
thalie Emmanuel) to his side. 
But Kylo Ren had more charis-
ma than Cesar. The story’s abil-
ity to sell Cesar as something 
special is not helped by Julia, 
more symbol than character de-
spite plentiful screentime, whose 
leaden dialogue is not given any 
life or spark by Emmanuel.
 Their Romeo-and-Juliet love 
story is labored, to say the least, 
despite some stunning shots that 
might suggest otherwise. It’s a 
problem with much of the con-
flicts and connections in the film, 
which all sound great on paper 
— they should, as much of it is 
drawn from juicy Roman history 
— but fumble in execution.
  That’s not to say that all the ac-
tors wither under the excess. The 
great Talia Shire, as Cesar’s cold 
mother, does more than either 
Driver or Emmanuel, with just a 
handful of lines and scenes. Au-
brey Plaza, too, seems to have 
understood exactly what “Mega-
lopolis” needed from a character 

named Wow Platinum, a social-
climbing broadcast journalist 
who marries Jon Voight’s bank 
scion Hamilton Crassus III: a 
high dose of camp. She embrac-
es the silliness of her dialogue, 
seeing the comedic potential in 
every ridiculous moment.
  It’s hard to stress just how much 
there is stuffed into two hours 
and 18 minutes. Shia LaBeouf is 
Clodio Pulcher, the rich kid son 
of Crassus, who has Mae West 
eyebrows and long feral hair. 
He is in love with Julia, jealous 
of Cesar and may be having an 
incestuous relationship with his 
party girl socialite sister Clodia 
(Chloe Fineman). 
  He attempts his own political 
bid, preying on the city’s desper-
ate peasant class. Laurence Fish-
burne is Cesar’s driver (and the 
narrator of the film). Dustin Hoff-
man is a fixer. Jason Schwartz-
man is around (and delightful, 
as always). There’s a pop star 
named Vesta Sweetwater (Grace 
VanderWaal) who has taken a vir-
ginity pledge. Even Romy Mars 
plays a teen reporter!
  “Megalopolis” shines brightest 
with its crafts, including Milena 
Canonero’s decadent Roman-in-
spired frocks, Osvaldo Golijov’s 
sweeping, romantic score and 
Mihai Mălaimare Jr.’s golden 

cinematography that makes the 
feast of the production design 
glow lovingly.
  But this is a film that I can only 
in good conscience recommend 
fully to cinephiles, who were 
most certainly going to see it re-
gardless. 
  It’s Coppola’s first in 13 years, 
after all, and one that he boldly 
and admirably self-financed. I 
hope that it’s the movie he wanted 
to make. For anyone else, it’s a 
tougher sell — not unworthy of 
someone’s time and money, but 
also not guaranteed to be especial-
ly rewarding or satisfying for any-
one hoping that he’s made another 
“Godfather” (and who hasn’t 
watched “Twixt” or “Tetro”).
  Coppola is an artist whose films 
sometimes take time to find their 
place in audiences’ hearts and 
minds. No one understands that 
as pointedly as he does. Whether 
or not there’s a drastic reapprais-
al somewhere down the line, 
“Megalopolis” will forever be a 
fascination.

 “Megalopolis,” a Lionsgate re-
lease, is rated R by the MPA  for 
“sexual content, nudity, drug 
use, language and violence.” 



TheSportsPages

Sports
Retorts
Jim Tortolano

   Sometimes, it’s a good idea to 
say what you think.
  Angels manager Ron Wash-
ington got in a spot of trouble 
this week when he suggested 
that the Halos didn’t have ma-
jor league-quality players.
  In an interview with the Los 
Angeles Times, Washington 
was quoted as saying, “We’re 
going to get 
some base-
ball players 
who may not 
be superstars, 
but they 
know how to 
play. We for-
got to bring 
real baseball 
players into 
the organiza-
tion. Noth-
ing against 
those guys here, but they’re not 
big-league baseball players and 
they certainly can’t help us win 
a championship.”
  But then he recanted, some-
what. “I misspoke. I didn’t 
mean it the way it came out, 
where I’m saying the organiza-
tion isn’t giving me big league 
players, it’s players that have to 
grow into big league players.”
  C’mon, Ron. You’re a straight 
shooter. The ‘24 Angels, finish-
ing with their worst record ever 
and dead last in the weak AL 
West, are awful.
  The “best” hitter is Nolan 
Schanuel at .250. The right 
fielder is hitting .207. The cen-
terfielder is batting .219. The 
second baseman hit .170.
  Truth be told, this is not a big 
league team in the original mean-
ing of the word. It’s more like an 
above average AAA team. 
   However, there is still virtue 
in patience. Wait ’til next year, 
as Brooklyn Dodger fans used 
to say. But if these not-ready-
for-prime time players on the 
roster don’t make a giant leap 
for Angel-kind, some will start 
wondering whether Ron Wash-
ington is still suited to managing 
a big-league team. Or this one.

Reading between
the lines in the 
Angel dugout
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THE 2019 MARINA VIKINGS  football team won the school’s first CIF-SS football title. With a 4-0 
start, could the 2024 version be headed for similar glory? (Tribune photo)

The West is Still Blue

Continued on page 7

LOS ANGELES Dodgers manager Dave Roberts celebrates with others after the Dodgers de-
feated the San Diego Padres 7-2 in a baseball game to clinch the National League West division 
Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)

Dodgers get 11th
division title in 12
years with 7-2 win
By Beth Harris
AP Sports Writer

  LOS ANGELES (AP) — Will 
Smith hit a tying, two-run hom-
er and the Los Angeles Dodgers 
scored three more runs in the 
seventh to beat the San Diego 
Padres 7-2 on Thursday night 
and clinch the NL West title.
  The rally was dampened by an 
apparent injury to All-Star slug-
ger Freddie Freeman, who left 
the game after awkwardly col-
liding with Luis Arráez and the 
first base bag trying to avoid be-
ing tagged for the second out of 
the inning. Freeman grabbed at 
his lower right leg before hob-
bling off the field.
 The Dodgers (95-64) had not 

clinched at home since the 
pandemic-shortened 2020 sea-
son, when cardboard cutouts 
replaced fans. The last time fans 
were on hand for a clincher at 
home was 2018.
 “I couldn’t be more proud of 
these guys,” manager Dave 
Roberts said. “They fought and 
fought and fought and overcame 
adversity.”
  A sellout crowd of 52,433, 
including retired Dodgers star 
Manny Ramirez, packed Dodger 
Stadium for the finale of the cru-
cial series between the top teams 
in the NL West. Both teams had 
already clinched postseason 
berths.
  “Doing it in front of the home 
fans, beating those guys, win-
ning a series, it’s pretty sweet,” 
Roberts said.
  The Padres led 2-0 as Joe Mus-
grove pitched six shutout in-
nings.
  But the Dodgers got to him in 

the seventh. 
  Musgrove gave up a leadoff 
walk to Max Muncy. Smith fol-
lowed with a 426-foot blast to 
center, flipping his bat while ty-
ing the game at 2-2. It was the 
Dodgers’ first home run of the 
three-game series.
  Pinch-hitter Kiké Hernández 
singled and took second when 
Andy Pages reached on catch-
er’s interference by Kyle Hi-
gashioka. 
  Shohei Ohtani singled and 
Hernández scored and Ohtani 
was safe at second on Fernando 
Tatis Jr.’s throwing error.

It’s Not Over Yet
n Texas 5, Angels 2
n Dodgers 11, Colorado 4
Angels play the Rangers Sat-
urday and Sunday; Dodgers 
play Rockies those days.
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Lobos and Aztecs remain  unbeaten
League action will
start next week
for most area teams

Prep Sport
Spotlight

The Los Amigos High football 
team finished its pre-league 
schedule unbeaten, defeating 
Western Christian High of Up-
land 44-12 Thursday night at 
Monsoor Stadium on the Gar-
den Grove High campus.
  Featuring a strong running at-
tack, the orange-and-black were 
led by Isaac Galindo who ran 
for 164 yards and one TD, and 
QB Jayvin Le who added three 

more scores on the ground.
 The Lobos (5-0) will open Sig-

ma League play on Friday, Oct. 
4 by visiting Ocean View High.
  However, a local team on Fri-
day left the ranks of the unbeat-
en as Rancho Alamitos (now 
4-1) lost to Corona High 34-14.
 The Tribune’s top-ranked High 
Five team, Edison High of Hun-
tington Beach, improved to 4-2 
with a 32-21 win Friday over La 
Serna.
  Sam Thompson passed for 210 
yards and two scores and ran for 
39 more. 
  Julius Gillick rushed for155 
yards and two scores for the 
Chargers.
  The green-and-gold will next 
take on Helix High of La Mesa 

in San Diego County.  The High-
landers are 2-3.
  Second-ranked Western posted 
a big win over long-time rival 
Anaheim by the score of 48-0.
  Marina (5-0), in third, was idle 
this week as was fourth-rated 
Huntington Beach (3-2).
  Los Amigos is ranked fifth.
  La Quinta (5-0) stayed unbeat-
en with a 48-14 win over Comp-
ton Early College.

Dodgers 11th in 12 years; Shohei’s first
Continued on page 8

  Pages and Ohtani scored on 
Mookie Betts’ single, making 
it 5-2.
  “I’m really happy,” Ohtani 
said through an interpreter. “To-
day I came to the stadium really 
wanting to clinch.”

  Pages added a two-run, two-
strike, two-out homer in the 
eighth.
Musgrove and Walker Buehler 
dueled through four scoreless 
innings before the Padres struck 
in the fifth on Arráez’s RBI 
groundout to first for a 1-0 lead.

“Musgrove threw a heck of a 
ballgame,” Roberts said. “You 
got to tip your hat right there.”
  Evan Phillips replaced Buehler 
in the sixth and gave up back-to-
back singles to Jurickson Profar 
and Machado. 
  They moved up on Jackson 
Merrill’s sacrifice bunt. Profar 
scored on Xander Bogaerts’ sac-
rifice fly to center for a 2-0 lead.
 Anthony Banda (3-2) got the 

win with 1 1/3 innings of relief.
Padres reliever Tanner Scott (9-
6) took the loss, allowing three 
runs and three hits in two-thirds 
of an inning.
 Musgrove allowed two runs 
and five hits in 6 1/3 innings. He 
struck out six and walked one.
Buehler gave up one run and 
five hits in five innings with one 
strikeout and one walk.

Trojan star to face
off vs. the LA Rams
By Beth Harris
AP Sports Writer

  CHICAGO (AP) — Caleb Wil-
liams was always in awe watch-
ing Calvin Johnson make those 
highlight-reel catches in triple 
coverage for the Detroit Lions. 
Over time, something else also 
stood out to him.
 “I got a little older and kind 
of realized how good Matthew 
Stafford is at his job,” Williams 
said.
 Williams knows he can learn a 
few things from a quarterback 
such as Stafford, and he’ll get 
an up-close look when the Chi-
cago Bears host the Los Ange-
les Rams on Sunday in a game 
matching this year’s No. 1 draft 

pick against a two-time Pro 
Bowl selection with a Super 
Bowl ring.
  Chicago (1-2) tries to get back 
to winning after losing two in 
a row, while the Rams hope to 
build on last week’s thriller over 
San Francisco.
  Coming off a 31-point loss at 
Arizona, Los Angeles (1-2) ral-
lied from 14 down in the second 
half and trailing by 10 in the 
fourth quarter before squeezing 
out a 27-24 win.
 The Bears, meanwhile, have 
not won since they beat Ten-
nessee in the opener at Soldier 
Field. Their revamped offense 
has not performed the way they 
envisioned, though Williams at 
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Caleb vs. Stafford; Rams vs. Bears

HELP WANTED
Activity Coordinator: BS psych 
+6 months exp. in the position 
or in an admin related occup. 
Mail resume to employer: Violet 
Residential Care, Inc., 12141 Ora 
Drive, Garden Grove CA 92840.
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Retorts: Let’s
hear it for the
tunnel painters

people, no doubt, but we want 
to especially point out City 
Manager Lisa Kim and Assis-
tant City Manager Matt West.
  It may seem be a small thing, 
but to me/us it represents a big 
step toward solving “a small 
thing” with a big impact for a 
city wishing to continue to pol-
ish its image.
  On Wednesday, it’s time for 
Komplaints.

least showed progress last week 
in a 21-16 loss at Indianapolis.
 The former Heisman Trophy 
winner out of Southern Cali-
fornia set a Bears rookie record 
with 363 yards passing and his 
first two touchdown throws.
 Now, he’ll go against a quarter-
back who has thrown for nearly 
57,000 yards over 16 seasons 
with Detroit and Los Angeles. 
Stafford’s resume includes a Su-
per Bowl championship in 2021, 
his first season in Los Angeles.
 “I think there’s a lot of respect 
for the toughness, the competi-
tiveness of Matthew (and) the 
ability to always stay in the 
fight,” Rams coach Sean McVay 
said. “
  Some of the different things in 
terms of how he’s beating you 
with his ability to be able to ma-
nipulate coverage through his 
eyes, understanding how to try 
to move defenders that are visu-
al on him to open up and expand 
windows, you heard (Houston’s 

CALEB WILLIAMS starred for 
USC after leaving Oklahoma.

C.J.) Stroud talk about that as 
well.
  “I just think it’s the mastery of 
some of the finer things about 
the position that those who play 
it really appreciate and under-
stand.”
   Williams certainly notices.
  “He controls the game as a 
quarterback,” he said. “He 
knows how to get in and out 
of things efficiently. He knows 

where people are going to be. 
He knows where the defensive 
players are going to be, so he 
can move them on a string.”  
  The Bears could take some of 
the load off Williams by getting 
their run game going.
  Chicago had 63 yards on 28 
carries against Indianapolis. 
That’s down from 71 at Hous-
ton the previous week and 84 
against Tennessee in Week 1.
 Chicago is averaging 72.7 
yards rushing, second-lowest in 
the NFL, after finishing second 
a year ago. Their leading rusher 
against the Colts was Roschon 
Johnson, with 30 yards after 
missing the first two games with 
an injury. 
  D’Andre Swift, signed to a 
three-year deal, has just 68 
yards and is averaging 1.8 per 
attempt in his first season in 
Chicago.
 The Rams are feeling good 
about their offense after an up-
set victory over San Francisco 
without their top two receivers, 
Cooper Kupp and Puka Nacua.
  Stafford completed only 16 
passes against the Niners, and 
no receiver had more catches 
than Tutu Atwell’s four. 


