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Judge Backs
Voter ID Rule
in Hunt. Bch
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State atty. general to persist

A funny ‘Carol’

IN CASE you’ve forgotten what time of year this is, there’s a whole bunch of 
inflated reminders at this service station at Chapman Avenue and Euclid Street 
in Garden Grove including Santa and his sleigh and a  turkey (Tribune photo).
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Quarterfinal
CIF-SS football
playoff results Man arrested for ‘hate’

and sex crime by WPD

Steel and Tran are in
a virtual deadlock now

Election 2024

  An Orange County judge 
has rejected  a lawsuit by 
the State of California 
seeking to block Hunting-
ton Beach from enforcing 
a voter ID law approved 
by voters.
 The Associated Press is 
reporting that Superior 
Court Judge Nico Dourbe-
tas issued a ruling Friday 
saying that there was no 
state law banning a city 
from requiring that voters 
show identification when 
casting ballots in person.
 “It’s a massive black eye 
to the State of Califor-
nia,” said Michael Gates, 
Huntington Beach’s city 

attorney,” adding that 
“Huntington Beach is not 
going to be intimidated or 
deterred.”
 California Attorney Gen-
eral Rob Bonfa’s office 
claimed that Friday’s deci-
sion “doesn’t address the 
merits of the case” and the 
“voter ID policy clearly 
conflicts with state law.”
 Surf City voters ap-
proved the voter ID rules 
in March, rules that will 
go into effect in 2026. The 
city is considered likely 
to then conduct its mu-
nicipal elections separate 
from the Orange County 
Registrar of Voters.

 A Westminster man has 
been arrested on charges 
of sexual battery and hate 
crime.
  According to WPD Com-
mander Michael Harvey, 
the arrest of Aaron Aubrey 
Navies, 32, stemmed from 
an incident on Nov. 8. 
 At around 7:42 a.m. on 
that day, a 43-year-old 
female resident of Gar-
den Grove was in a retail 
store in Westminster in 
the 13500 block of Beach 
Boulevard.

  When she reached down 
to pick up an item, the sus-
pect allegedly – without 
provocation and against 
her will – grabbed her 
buttocks with both of his 
hands.
  She stood up, threw an item 
at the suspect and backed 
away. Navies allegedly said, 
“You don’t have rights be-
cause you’re Mexican and I 
can do what  I want.”
 The victim called the 
police and the arrest was 
made.

 Election Day is stretch-
ing into Election Weeks, 
as the vote count contin-
ues by the Orange County 
Registar of Voters.
 The most-viewed races 
include two Congressio-
nal seats and several posts 
on local boards and coun-
cils.
 As of closing time on 
Friday at the county reg-
istrar’s office, Dave Min, 
a Democrat, continues to 
hold on to a 9,000-vote 
edge over Republican 
Scott Baugh in the 47th 
District contest for a seat 
in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. News orga-
nizations have “called” 
this race for Min.

  In the 45th District race, 
the two candidates – Re-
publican incumbent Mi-
chelle Steel and Demo-
cratic challenger Derek 
Tran – are locked in a vir-
tual tie. Steel has a slim 
88-vote lead over him, 
but there are still about 
34,000 votes remaining to 
be counted.
 Steel has the edge in 
Orange County, but the 
district takes in part of 
Los Angeles County (the 
Cerritos area) and votes 
from that area have almost 



2 SATURDAY, NOV. 16, 2024/ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE

Continued from page 1

READ THE ORANGE 
COUNTY TRIBUNE every 
day online and the Wednesday 
and Saturday e-newspaper.

READ THE ORANGE 
COUNTY TRIBUNE 
every day online and the 
Wednesday and Saturday 
e-newspaper.

n  GARDEN GROVE SCHOOL BOARD

From big league sports to Friday 
night high school lights, 
The Orange CountyTribune has it 
each Wednesday and Saturday ....

Steel, Tran are in a deadlock
Brian Burley is leading Cindy 
Barrios by 125 votes.
  • Garden Grove City Coun-
cil, District 6: Ariana Arestegui 
leads Tri Lam by 221 votes.

wiped out her lead.
  Other close races include:
  • Huntington Beach City School 
District Board, Trustee Area 1: 

Consolidating special ed at
Mark Twain wins approval
  On a 5-0 vote the Garden Grove 
Unified School District Board of 
Education on Tuesday night ap-
proved  a proposal to consoli-
date two special education proj-
ects at an expanded Mark Twain 
School.
  The board concurred with plans 
to move students with “mod-
erate to severe” special needs 
from the Jordan Adult Transi-
tion Program (18 to 21 years 
old) and the Special Education 
Center at Mark Twain serving 
preschool to adults (until age 22) 
with exceptional medical needs 
into a facility at the latter school 
that will include the addition of 
classrooms, office spaces, play 
courts and an expanded parking 
area. 
  The school is located at 11802 
Loara St., north of Chapman Av-
enue.

 The change is reported to be-
come necessary because – ac-
cording to a staff report – the 
adult transition program at Jor-
dan has exceeded its capacity 
and has used locations at the 
comprehensive high schools 
in the GGUSD, the Lincoln 
Education Center and at Mark 
Twain as overflow campuses.
  Additionally, the change would 
“provide a more centralized loca-
tion with room for growth to our 
neediest special education stu-
dents and their families.”
  The GGUSD serves most of 
Garden Grove as well as parts 
of Anaheim, Cypress, Fountain 
Valley, Santa Ana, Stanton and 
Westminster.



News&Views

Retorts
Jim Tortolano

n GARDEN GROVE
PLANNING COMMISSION

Yes, it’s already
looking a lot
like Christmas
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n HUNTINGTON BEACH
CITY COUNCIL

To study mobile
home rules in
Anaheim and SJC

APPRECIATING VETERANS

dog waiting 
for dinner. 
Impatient 
and then, 
finally, silly 
happy. But 
in a digni-
fied way.
   The 
same thing 
with the 
approach 
of Thanks-
giving, 

  Have you seen that TV com-
mercial – I think it was for Mer-
cedes Benz – in which a family 
is riding in a car and there’s 
some disagreement about when 
it’s the right time to listen to 
Christmas music on the radio?
  I had to smile, because I await 
the return of holiday tunes like a 

A RENT CONTROL demonstration in Halifax in Canada (Shutter-
stock).

Second try on
7-day karaoke 
at The Glen bar

Final approval on agenda
for Bolsa Chica Project

City will study rent control

Continued on page  8

marked by the re-appearance 
of pumpkin spice coffee drinks 
at Starbucks, and probably at 
every other joint that serves hot 
caffeine beverages. I think if 
someone could figure out a way 
to inject pumpkin spice into 
novocaine you’d see a spike in 
visits to the dentist in October 
and November.
  Regardless of our age, I think 
most people react emotion-
ally to these harbingers of the 
seasons. 
  The debut of “back-to-school” 
supplies at Target and Walmart 
bring smiles to parents and 
frowns to kids (and probably a 
lot of teachers, too).
  On the other hand, the coming 
of fall signals not just a return 
to the classroom, but also the 
start of football season, a kind 
of 18-week holiday that brings 
people together in support of 
their local team, especially if it 
covers the spread.
  But Christmas … that touches 
the heart in a way that no 
other part of the calendar does. 
Regardless of your faith – or no 
faith – it has the ability to take 
you back to the much simpler 
time of your youth, when you 
had no responsibilities and you 

  Are rents too high for mobile 
home residents? Should a city 
seek to put a lid on what land-
lords can charge?
  On Tuesday the Stanton City 
Council agreed to open an inqui-
ry into the topic. Councilmem-
ber Donald Torres suggested 
that the issue be considered and 
it was agreed to bring before the 
council at a later meeting for re-
view and discussion the existing 
ordinances of Anaheim and San 
Juan Capistrano.
 In other action, the council:
  • approved an ordinance ban-
ning the sale of flavored tobacco 
by tobacco retailers in the city;

  • approved an ordinance es-
tablishing a ban on short-term 
rentals citywide and on bed 

and breakfast establishments in 
residential mixed-use areas in 
Stanton.

ARTISTS’ RENDERING of north and east elevations of the pro-
posed Bolsa Chica Senior Care Community Project .

  A light agenda will greet the 
Huntington Beach City Council 
when it meets on Tuesday.
 The council will consider the 
second reading and adoption of 
an ordinance clearing the way 
for the Bolsa Chica Senior Care 
Community Project.
 Located on a 3.10-acre site at 
4952 and 4972 Warner Ave. 
(near Bolsa Chica Street), the 
project would include 25 mem-

ory care units, 134 assisted liv-
ing units and a subterranean 
parking garage. There would 
be on-site indoor and outdoor 
amenities and dining facilities 
with alcohol service.
 The council voted on Oct. 18 to 
approve the project with some 

  One more time.
  A continued public hearing will 
be held on Thursday, Nov. 21 on 
a conditional use permit to allow 
live entertainment seven days a 
week at a Garden Grove bar.
  The hearing was continued 
from the meeting of Nov. 7 due 
to a lack of a quorum in the Gar-
den Grove Planning Commis-
sion.
  The request is for The Glen Bar 
and Grill, located at 13132 Gar-
den Grove Blvd. between Haster 
and Fairview streets to offer ka-
raoke daily. 
  Operating hours for the bar will 
continue to be from 8 a.m. to 2 
a.m.
  The commission will meet at 
7 p.m. in the Community Meet-
ing Center, 11300 Stanford Ave.
(east of Euclid Street).



NewsUpdate

Aiming to support
Kyiv in struggle
against Russia
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Weather: Still in the Sixties

Great Thoughts

  “Bear in mind this sacred principle, that though 
the will of the majority is in all cases to prevail … 
the minority possess their equal rights, which equal 
law must protect, and to violate would be oppres-
sion.”

– Thomas Jefferson, 
“First Inaugural Address.”

  We’re in for more of that good autumn sweater weather in our 
West Orange County cities for a while. The forecast for Saturday 
is for a daytime high of 67 with an overnight low of 45. Sunday 
will warm slightly to 69 (48) and Monday to cool to 66 (46). 
Tuesday should continue the up-and-down pattern at 68 (48). 
Sunny skies should be in place Saturday and Sunday, followed by 
partly cloudy skies on Monday and Tuesday.

DOUG BURGUM
North Dakota governor

N. Dakota
gov. picked as
Interior sec’y

‘Well-off’ predicted to spur
a holiday spending surge

Biden is Pushing Aid to Ukraine

ARMAMENTS SHIPPED TO Ukraine from the U.S and Europe.

  With rising prices an issue in the recent presidential election, will 
consumers spend less this holiday season, more, or about the same?
  According to United Press International, retail analysts are predict-
ing a boom overall in sales this fall and winter. 
  The claim is that good economic growth in the past few months 
will be a bigger factor in consumer decisions than the cost of gifts 
and celebrating the season.
  But not in all cases. The divide between those doing well  may 
mean that while holiday shopping may increase by as much as 7 
percent over 2023, much of that increase will come from consumers 
earning more than $65,000 annually. 
  They are expected to spend an estimated $3,000 on gifts, entertain-
ing and travel, compared to the average shopping spending close to 
half of that, at $1,638.

  In its last two months in office, 
the Biden Administration will be 
sending increased aid to Ukraine 
to defend itself from Russian 
armed forces.
  According to the Associated 
Press, “President Biden has com-
mitted to making sure that every 
dollar we have at our disposal 
will be pushed out the door be-
tween now and Jan. 20,” when 
President-elect Donald Trump is 
due to be sworn in,” said Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken.
  The move comes because of 
uncertainty over what President-
elect Donald Trump and the new 

Republican Congress will do 
regarding the years-long con-
flict between the two nations. 

It’s now mired in a general 
standoff, partially because of 
billions in military aid from the 

U.S. and Europe, which have 
“leveled the playing field” be-
tween the two  nations.

 Doug Burgum, governor of 
North Dakota, will be trading 
in his current job for two, per-
haps three new jobs. The Re-
publican has been nominated by 
President-elect Donald Trump to 
serve as Secretary of the Interior 
and chair of the new National 
Energy Council.
 “This council will oversee the 
path to U.S. ENERGY DOMI-
NANCE by cutting red tape, 
enhancing private sector invest-
ments across all sectors of the 
Economy, and by focusing on 
INNOVATION over longstand-

ing, but totally unnecessary, 
regulation,” wrote Trump in a 
social media post, according to 
The New York Times.
  He will also have a seat on the 
National Security Council.
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Great:  HHHHStage Review

Kick off the
holiday season
with this gem

JUDY GISH, WILLIAM LOGAN and Scott Keister in “Inspecting Carol.”

An Hysterical ‘Carol’ at GWC

Continued on page 8

By Thom deMartino
Orange County Tribune

    A perfect introduction to the 
Christmas season, Golden West 
College and director Tom Amen 
present their newest production 
at the GWC Mainstage Theater, 
“Inspecting Carol.” Rather than 
a rehash of the Charles Dickens 
holiday classic, “Carol” weaves 
the story of the trials and tribula-
tions of an acting troupe staging 
the beloved work ... with a few, 
er, minor tweaks.
   The story opens in the mea-
ger little Soapbox Playhouse in 
Lincoln, Nebraska to the roaring 
guitar licks of Jimi Hendrix’s 
“Purple Haze”, as the sound en-
gineer rocks out in the minutes 
before rehearsal, while exasper-
ated stage manager M.J. Mc-
Mann (Michelle Terrill) implores 
him to dial it down a notch.
  In stumbles Wayne Wallace 
(William Logan), saying he’s an 
actor (non-union), just travelling 
the country to “follow his bliss!”, 
and looking to find a place with 
the company. Unimpressed, M.J. 
summarily dismisses him as the 
colorful director (and founding 
member of the theater) Zorah 
Bloch (Carrie Vinikow) and oth-
er cast members meander in for 
the rehearsal.
    There’s the lively young Lu-
ther Beatty (Harrison Terrill), 
playing Tiny Tim; the affable 
husband and wife team of Sid-
ney Carton (Scott Keister) and 
Dorothy Hapgood (Judy Gish), 
cast as the ghost of Jacob Marley 
and Mrs. Cratchit respectively; 
the infatuated Phil Hewlitt (Jack 
Clark), fixated on Zorah as he 
plays Bob Cratchit; Bart Francis 
(Nicholas Elder), performing in 
multiple roles; Walter E. Parsons 
(Eric Davis), as the company’s 
first African-American actor, 

dismayed at playing the three 
Christmas ghosts (“Why’s it got 
to be a *white* hand?” he asks, 
regarding the bony, skeletal hand 
of the ghost of Christmas future); 
and Larry Vauxhall (Lawrence 
Hemingway), the prima donna 
actor playing Ebenezer Scrooge, 
who constantly wants to re-inter-
pret the scripts to put his own – 
generally unwanted – spin on the 
characters he portrays.
   The histrionic Zorah already 
has enough challenges to con-
tend with – her husband passing 
away the previous year, moody 
actors to deal with, the show 
opening in four days – but when 
Kevin Emery (Matt Koutroulis), 
the company’s financial direc-
tor tells her they’ve fallen well 
short of the 4000 subscribers the 
theater needs to keep head above 
water, she’s in a panic. For the 
last 12 years it’s been this holi-
day show that’s kept them in the 

black, and with finances drying 
up, they’re almost flat broke.
  Add to this that the National En-
dowment for the Arts has pulled 
its funding, leaving the group 
is in even more dire straits: the 
only bright spot being that the 
NEA will be sending an evalu-
ator to review their production 
– and if convinced by the show, 
will release their funding. If only 
they could finesse the evaluator, 
if only they knew who it was!
When in walks the ill-timed 
Wayne again... and so the hijinks 
begin.
While GWC director Tom Amen 
may be renowned for the dra-
matic works he’s staged at the 
Mainstage Theater – “Dracula,” 
“The Pillowman,” “Hamlet” and 
“On the Exhale,” for instance 
– it’s refreshing to see some of 
the familiar faces from previous 
shows working their magic in a 
comedic production... especially 
one as fantastic and side-split-
tingly entertaining as this.
  Vinikow’s vivacious, frenetic 
(“I’m Lithuanian!”) Zorah, 

Michelle Terrill’s entertain-
ing, high-strung M.J., and the 
duo of Keister and Gish as the 
eager Sidney and Dorothy all 
enchant the audience, as does 
the young Mr. Terrill as Luther 
and Logan’s bumbling, inspired 
Wayne; Clark’s smitten, jealous 
Phil, Koutroulis’s anxious Kev-
in and Davis’s frustrated Walter, 
charm; and Hemingway’s bril-
liant turn as the over-the-top, 
bombastic Larry (after so many 
dramatic roles at the Mainstage 
Theater) all bring the show to a 
hysterical, comedic crescendo 
for the viewer (and bonus points 
to Amanda MacDonald and her 
regal turn as Betty Andrews in 
the latter half of the show.)
 A phenomenal comedy gem, 
reflecting the ins-and-outs of the 
actors’ trade, “Inspecting Carol” 
is a must-see: and with only one 
weekend left to see it, it’s one to 
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Sports
Retorts
Jim Tortolano

RAUL CRUZ of Los Amigos (22) raced for a 46-yard TD on Thurs-
day in quarterfinal CIF-SS football playoff action (Tribune photo).

  You see them on the sidelines 
at a football game, their uni-
forms still laundry-clean after 
three quarters. Or on the bench 
… the far end of the bench in 
the basketball gym … gazing 
up at the scoreboard and clock, 
doing the math in their heads.    
  Are we far enough ahead (or 
behind) that Coach might give 
us some 
playing time? 
Maybe? 
Hope so …
  To anyone 
who’s paid a 
bit of atten-
tion to the 
changes that 
have come to 
sports in the 
last decade, 
it should be 
obvious that 
the people described above – 
male or female - may be the last 
vestige of true athleticism in 
the whole wild wide world of 
sports.
  These are the folks who play 
the game for the enjoyment, the 
camaraderie, the experience of 
playing. They are loyal to their 
team and its glory, even though 
they won’t make it into the 
broadcast or sports page.
  From high school on up, the 
more-gifted athletes often 
gravitate to the “bigger, better 
deal.”  Prep stars – especially 
in football and basketball – 
switch schools (or try to) like 
most of us change our socks if 
they think it will benefit their 
careers.
  In college … well, here’s 
what UCLA basketball coach 
Mike Cronon said, as quoted by 
Ben Bloch in the L.A. Times. 
“There’s really only one rule: 
You can transfer every year. 
So who the hell knows [what 
will happen] next spring? Who 
knows? And then you sign early 
now, it used to be binding, now 
it’s just an aid thing. If a guy 
wants to change, he can sign 
with you and if he decides to 

Put them in,
coach; it’s the
right thing

6  SATURDAY, NOV. 16, 2024/ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE

Lakers, Ducks win; Clippers beaten

Continued on page 8

Chargers, Mariners Roll On
Lobos, Oilers,
Aztecs finish
memorable years

n NBA and NHL  The Los Angeles Lakers de-
feated the San Antonio Spurs 
120-115 on Friday night, led by 
40 points by Anthony Davis and 
16 rebounds by LeBron James.
  Six players scored in double 
figures for the visitors. Austin 
Reaves had 19 points, James 
had 15, Dalton Knecht and 
D’Angelo Russell 13 and Gabe 
Vincent 11.
 With the win, the Lakers are 
7-4, are in sixth place in the 
NBA Western Conference and 

have won four games in a row.

Clips clipped in Houston
 Suffering their third loss in a 
row, the Los Angeles Clippers 
were beaten 125-104 on the 
road by the Houston Rockets. 
James Harden scored 21 points, 
grabbed six rebounds and has 
two assists.
 The Clips, now 6-7, fell behind 
by 20 points by halftime and 

could never close the gap. They 
are now 10th in the NBA West-
ern Conference.

Ducks rally to beat Wings
  After trailing 3-1, the Anaheim 
Ducks rallied with four consec-
utive goals and went on to beat 
the Red Wings 6-4 in Detroit.
 Goals were scored for the 
Ducks by Olen Zellweger, 
Trevor Zebras, Troy Terry, Cut-
ter Cauthier, Ross Johnson and 
Ryan Strome.

CIF-SS Grid
Playoff Scores

THURSDAY
• Division 11
El Rancho 40, Los Amigos 20

FRIDAY
• Division 3
Edison 24, Bonita 0
• Division 5
Summit 45, Huntington Beach 14
• Division 10
Pacifica 27, Brentwood 23
• Division 14
Pioneer 27, La Quinta 20

  And now there are two.
 After CIF-SS quarterfinal games 
on Thursday and Friday, just two 
high school football teams from 
our West Orange County area will 
still be playing in the semifinal 
round this coming week.
  Edison High (8-4) won its 
game over Bonita 24-0 in Divi-
sion 3 play on Friday, while Pa-
cifica (7-5) beat The Brentwood 
School 27-23 in D-10 on Friday.
  Seeing their seasons end were 
Huntington Beach (7-5), which 
lost to 45-14 to Summit in D-5 
play and La Quinta (8-4) falling 
27-20 to Pioneer in D-14 action.
On Thursday, Los Amigos (11-
1) fell 40-20 to El Rancho in a 
Division 11 quarterfinal.
  In Edison’s win, Julius Gillick 
rushed for one score and Sam 
Thomson passed for two more to 
lead the Chargers, who will play 
Vista Murrieta in the semifinals.
  Pacifica won its seventh consecu-
tive game in part because of three 
interceptions. The M’s will play St. 
Anthony of Long Beach next.
  Brady Edmunds threw for two 
scores in the Oilers’ loss. HBHS 
trailed 21-14 at halftime, but the 
offense was silent in the second 
half.
  ON THURSDAY, the Los Ami-
gos High football teams’ perfect 

season had an imperfect second 
half at Monsoor Stadium in its 
game and suffered a 40-20 loss to 
El Rancho High of Pico Rivera.
  For the first half, the Lobos 
and Dons were closely matched,  
each team answering the other 
with scores. At one point, the 
orange-and-black led 20-14 and 
the teams went into the locker 
rooms at halftime with El Ran-
cho leading 21-20, the differ-
ence being an unsuccessful PAT.
  The second half was a different 
story. Los Amigos (11-1) suf-
fered from a run of three turn-
overs and El Rancho converted 
those into the victory that now 
propelled them to the semifinals.
  For  the Lobos, Adrian Ramirez 

passed for 107 yards and ran for 
78 more. Raul Cruz rushed for 
67 yards and a TD.



Offense stuttered
against Dolphins;
Pats a must-win
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Kicks aren’t enough for the Rams now

JOSHUA KARTY kicked five field goals for the Rams against 
the Miami Dolphins on Sunday (Brevin Townsell/Rams photo).

By Greg Beacham
AP Sports Writer

  LOS ANGELES (AP) — Just 
when the Los Angeles Rams’ 
offense appeared to be finding 
its stride, Matthew Stafford’s 
group took an embarrassing 
pratfall in prime time.
  It’s too soon to know what that 
means for the Rams’ playoff 
chances, but a big regression 
in an eminently winnable home 
game is not ideal for coach Sean 
McVay and his up-and-down 
team.
 The Rams (4-5) have rarely 
done anything halfway during 
McVay’s largely successful ten-
ure, and their offensive missteps 
in a 23-15 loss to the Miami 
Dolphins on Monday night were 
a dramatic downturn — particu-

larly because they occurred after 
two impressive outings against 
Minnesota and Seattle.
  “I do have belief in these 
guys,” McVay said. “We’re all 
in this thing together. We’ve got 
to be able to look at it and we’ve 
got to consistently figure out 
what’s the best way to put our 
guys in the right kinds of spots, 
and trying to be able to figure 
out some sort of semblance of 
an identity.”
  The Rams’ month of momen-
tum abruptly ended with the 
offense failing to reach the end 
zone for only the second time 
in four seasons with Stafford in 
uniform. Los Angeles’ offensive 
line didn’t look sharp, Stafford 
wasn’t exceptionally accurate, 
Kyren Williams didn’t break 
any big runs, and no receivers 
could make a big play in the red 
zone.
  It added up to five field goals 
by rookie Joshua Karty — actu-
ally six, but rookie Beaux Lim-
mer’s false start erased a 52-
yard make that was followed by 
a 57-yard miss — and a night of 
frustration.
  The Rams have dropped to 30th 
in the league in touchdown suc-

cess rate in the red zone, scoring 
on just 46.9% of their trips. Staf-
ford missed an open Williams 
on the most egregious red zone 
failure, but the Rams’ season-
long problems in that area reveal 
issues with both McVay’s play-
calling and Stafford’s usually 
ample playmaking acumen.
  “It was just negative plays at 
the wrong times,” said Stafford, 
who went 32 of 46 for 293 yards 
while failing to throw a TD pass 
for the fourth time in nine games 
this season. “Whether it’s a turn-
over, a sack, an inefficient play 
on first down or whatever it was, 
we shot ourselves in the foot in 
that strike-zone area, 30-yard 
line-ish area. That was prob-
ably the difference in the game, 
and not coming up with touch-
downs.”
  The Rams were in prime posi-
tion to pad their record over the 
next month with three games 
against struggling franchises, 
but they promptly blew their 
chance to beat the Dolphins, 
who had one win since Week 1. 
The Rams will face New Eng-
land (3-7) and New Orleans (3-
7) on the road in the next three 
weeks, and both games loom 
large for Los Angeles to have 
any chance at the postseason.
What’s working
  The Rams’ young defensive 
front thrived in the Monday 
night spotlight: Nose tackle Ko-
bie Turner had six tackles, four 
pressures and a sack, while star 
rookie Jared Verse had five tack-
les and forced a fumble that he 
recovered while sacking Tua Ta-
govailoa. 
  The front has led the Rams’ 
dramatic defensive improve-
ment over the past four week.

What needs help
  The Rams are down to 26th in 

The Weekend
in Area Football
n Nebraska at USC, Satur-
day, 1 p.m. Channel 11. 
n Cincinnati Bengals at Los 
Angeles Chargers, Sunday, 
5:20 p.m. Channel 4.
n Los Angeles Rams at New 
England Patriots, Sunday, 10 
a.m., Channel 11.



Patriot game could be make or break

Continued from page  6
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  Want a free subscription to the e-newspaper version of 
The Orange County Tribune?    
  Just send us an e-mail at  orangecountytribune@gmail.com 
and request a subscription. 
  It’s published on Wednesdays and Saturdays every week 
(with a few holiday exceptions).

Retorts: Gimme that holly now,
gosh darn it! Give it here!!! 
had nothing to do but anything at all.
  You got gifts and lots of once-a-year chow and memories – most 
of them good, I hope – that will last a lifetime. So as far as I am 
concerned, you can crank up the Perry Como and “Santa Baby” in 
August. 
  In a world full of ups and downs, I’ll take The Twelve Days of 
Christmas over spring break or the playoffs any day. And when you 
go to the store, get me some of those red and green M&Ms, too, 

Sports Retorts: Hey, coach!
Put ‘em in. It’s the right thing

change his mind, they’re going to let him out [of his scholarship]. 
There are no rules, let’s just be honest about it.”
  Soldiers of fortune is a good name for it. Get paid at any cost. 
Win at any cost.
  When I was in junior high, I was second-string in football (big 
surprise!). We had practiced all week against the first-string and 
when the Big Game came along, not one of us got the chance to 
play a single down.
  But we didn’t gripe. I mean, “we won,” right? 
  So here’s to the folks who practice, show up, give their best effort 
and get no glory from it. Those are the ones who deserve some 
love.
  Put them in, coach. It will mean a lot to them. Even 50 years later.

the league with a measly 94.1 
yards rushing per game. 
  That’s unacceptable for a team 
with a running back of Williams’ 
caliber — along with promising 
rookie Blake Corum, who has 
only 80 yards on just 23 carries 
in nine games. 
  The offensive line also deserves 
some blame for why the Rams 
are passing on roughly 60% of 
McVay’s plays, ranking LA in 

the top quarter of the NFL.

Stock up
 Linebacker Christian Roze-
boom has looked like a weak 
link for most of the season, but 
he starred against the Dolphins 
with his second career intercep-
tion and two pass breakups. Un-
drafted rookie Omar Speights 
also looked solid at inside line-
backer, making eight tackles.
Stock down
   The Rams signed Colby Par-
kinson from Seattle on a three-
year, $22.5 million deal last 
spring, but he has been supplant-
ed as Los Angeles’ top tight end 
by Davis Allen, a fifth-round 
pick in 2023. Parkinson got just 

11 snaps against Miami, while 
Allen was in for 56 snaps. Par-
kinson has 23 catches for 214 
yards on 36 targets this season, 
and he had at least one glaring 
drop while his role declined in 
recent weeks.

Injuries
  The Rams reported no new in-
juries after the game. Offensive 
linemen Steve Avila and Jonah 
Jackson played every snap in 
their returns from long-term 
injury absences, but both still 
looked rusty. Joe Noteboom 
played right tackle in a return 
from long-term injury, and he 
appeared to struggle in Rob Ha-
venstein’s spot.

Key number
  Demarcus Robinson had just 
one catch on five targets against 
the Dolphins after he caught 
two TD passes in each of the 
Rams’ past two games. Tutu 
Atwell barely played and had 
just one catch. Stafford is right 
to rely heavily on Cooper Kupp 
and Puka Nacua, but spreading 
the ball to his other two capable 
receivers seems smart.
Next steps
The Rams travel cross-country 
Sunday for what seems like a 
must-win game in Foxborough, 
Massachusetts, if Los Angeles 
hopes to stay in the thick of 
contention.


