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Wednesday    80/55  partly cloudy
Thursday:        82/48   sunny
Friday:               73/48   partly cloudy
Saturday:         58/45  showers

Surf City Not
A Sanctuary
City by 7-0
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Lines up with Trump’s policies
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It’s snow joke:
weather was
Rams’ enemy

Fast firefighters to rescue

LION DANCERS from Bolsa Grande High School performed at Tuesday’s meeting 
of the Garden Grove Unified School DIstrict board (Tribune photo)

First lions and then laurels

For breaking news and sports all week long, go to www.orangecountytribune.com
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Diaz and Foxx
are ‘Back in
Action’ again
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n   GARDEN GROVE
SCHOOL BOARD

By JIm Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

  First came the lions, then 
the laurels.
 Tuesday’s meeting of the 
Garden Grove Unified 
School District Board of 
Education started with a 
visit from two “lion danc-

ers” performing rousing 
routines heralding the ar-
rival of the Tet lunar new 
year.
 After the applause con-
cluded and the “lions” 
– students from the Viet-

namese Students Associa-
tion at Bolsa Grande High 
School – departed, the 
honoring of district em-
ployees of the month for 
January was conducted.
 Feted with a laudatory 
video and a certificate 
were Jason Parra, plant 
superintendent at La 
Quinta High School and 
Ann Wood, teacher at 
Garden Park Elementary 
School.
 Also honored were the 
“Athletes of Character,” 
who are students who ex-
cel in academics, leader-
ship and as role models. 
They are: Zusana Jardon 
Figueroa, water polo 
(Bolsa Grande); Drue An-
zai, basketball (Garden 
Grove); Brayden Allen, 

  When residents of a home on Chestnut Street in 
Westminster heard crackling noises in their attic and 
smelled smoke Monday morning, they evacuated the 
house and quickly called 9-1-1.
 They didn’t have to wait long as Orange County Fire    
Authority units were on the scene in four minutes.   
They quickly extinguished the fire, sparing the living 
areas of the building.
 Huntington Beach Fire Department assisted and the 
SoCal Red Cross provided services for the residents.

By Miles Gaskin
Orange County Tribune

  One day after President 
Donald Trump staked 
out a hard line on immi-
gration, the Huntington 
Beach City Council  took 
its own action on undocu-
mented workers.
  On Tuesday night the 
council voted to declare 
Surf City a “non-sanc-
tuary city” which would 
cooperate with federal im-
migration officials.
  “I am pleased the city 
council unanimously sup-
ported my initiative,” said 

Mayor Pat Burns. “This 
will be another effective 
tool to combat crime and 
it will be a sign to would-
be criminals, do not come 
to Huntington Beach.” 
The intent of the resolu-
tion is to also “encourage” 
other cities to adopt simi-
lar resolutions.
 Typically, cooperation 
with federal immigration 
officials means police 
holding suspects believed 
to be illegal aliens would 
be transferred to the cus-
tody of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
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‘Flower Street’ on Main St.

basketball, flag football (Hare); 
Lesly Perez, soccer, track and 
volleyball (La Quinta); Alex-
ander Pineda Gonzalez, cross 
country (Los Amigos); Tyler 
Lewis, football and track (Paci-
fica); Christina Trinh, volleyball 

Huntington Beach council

(Rancho Alamitos) and America 
Hernandez, flag football, soft-
ball, soccer and volleyball (San-
tiago).
 The GGUSD serves most of Gar-
den Grove and parts of Anaheim, 
Cypress, Fountain Valley, Santa 
Ana, Stanton and Westminster.

agents.
 Also on Tuesday night, the coun-
cil voted unanimously against 
repealing the city’s creation of a 
“community-parent guardian re-
view board for procurement of 
children’s library materials.”

 Termed “censorship” by some 
critics, opponents of the board 
conducted a petition drive with 
13,257 valid signatures (10 per-
cent of registered voters) gath-
ered which authorized the coun-
cil to either schedule a special 
election on the matter or repeal 

Street closures for half-marathon
  The annual runDisney event, 
the Disneyland Half Marathon, 
takes place on Sunday, Feb. 2.   
  Thousands of runners, joggers, 
and walkers are expected to par-
ticipate in the 13.1-mile event, 
which encompasses various 
streets in Anaheim and Garden 
Grove. 
 Streets affected will experience 
temporary road closures between 
the hours of 2 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Here are street closures in Gar-
den Grove
 • 9th Street, from Orangewood 
Avenue to Chapman Avenue

 • Chapman Avenue to Euclid 
Street
 • Euclid Street to Garden Grove 
Boulevard
 • Garden Grove Boulevard to 
Harbor Boulevard
 • Harbor Boulevard to Chap-
man Avenue
 •  Chapman Avenue to 9th Street
The Garden Grove Police De-
partment’s Traffic Unit will be 
onsite during closure times to 
direct traffic and suggest alter-
nate routes. 



News&Views

Retorts
Jim Tortolano

Hey, guys! We’re
back in charge
again!... right?

  Want a free subscription to the e-paper  version of The Orange County 
Tribune?  Send us an e-mail at orangecountytribune@gmail.com and 
request a subscription.
 The Orange County Tribune covers Garden Grove, Huntington 
Beach, Stanton and Westminster. 
 Our twice-weekly e-newspaper offers coverage of national and 
local news coverage, as well as  that of area professional and 
high school sports..
  

 WEDNESDAY, JAN. 22, 2025/ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE 3
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but appar-
ently ‘toxic 
femininity” 
isn’t – and 
that Mr. 
Trump is 
ushering in 
an era of 
returning 
to “male” 
ascendency.
  I never re-
ally thought 
that such 

  In the wake of Monday’s inau-
guration, many Deep Thinkers 
are trying to parse just what this 
means in The Big Picture.
  One explanation that caught 
my eye was the idea that men, 
tired of being blamed for all 
that’s wrong with the world – 
“toxic masculinity” is a thing, 

Get your free e-paper 2x-weekly

Jordan Intermediate
student is top speller

a thing was real. I mean, in 
romance – the only thing men 
really care about (under a dif-
ferent wording, if you receive 
my meaning) has always had 
the woman as the gatekeeper.
  The first four times I asked 
a girl out in high school, I got 
three “no, thanks.” Later in my 
courting days, I had two girls 
walk out on me. I mean, they 
got up and walked out of the 
restaurant, leaving me to pay 
the bill.
  So when I heard that men 
were back in charge, I decided 
to plan my personal comeback. 
“Right after I finish folding the 
laundry and putting it away,” I 
told myself, “I’m gonna put my 
foot down.”
  Then I went into our home 
office to tell Marilyn who’s in 
charge. “Just a minute,” she 
said. “I’ll be with you as soon 
as I finish paying the bills.” 
  Of course, full of non-toxic 
masculinity  I wasn’t going to 
wait around, so I went down-
stairs and took out the trash, 
fixed (somewhat) the latch on 
the side-yard gate and brought 
in the newspaper.
  After I explained to her What’s 
Now What, she smiled and said, 

HONG ALYCE VAN

MORE SPELLING glory for Jordan Intermediate (GGUSD photo).

Hong Alyce Van
charged with
election offense

  Jordan Intermediate School eighth grader Catherine Sweeney took 
home the championship trophy at Garden Grove Unified School 
District’s 37th Annual Intermediate School Spelling Bee on Jan. 15 
after correctly spelling the word “aioli.” 
  The event was held at the Edgar District Meeting Center and marks 
the second year in a row that a student from Jordan Intermediate 
School has won the bee.
 Catherine was joined in the competition by 39 other GGUSD in-
termediate school competitors. English Language Arts Co-Chair-
persons, Linda Martin and Amanda Stuart, were the coaches for 
the four spelling bee contestants from Jordan Intermediate School.
 Joining Catherine in the final round, and placing second, was Bell 
Intermediate School’s Julianna-Maria Ramirez. Rounding out the 
top 10 spellers were Roman Lopez of Fitz Intermediate School, 
third place; Phillip Huynh of Irvine Intermediate School, fourth 
place; Joaquin Ablis of Fitz Intermediate School, fifth place; Jaedyn 
Nguyen of Lake Intermediate School, sixth place; Ha Nguyen of 
Walton Intermediate School, seventh place; Minh Phuc Do of Jor-
dan Intermediate School, eighth place; Samir Abdulalim of Alami-
tos Intermediate School, ninth place; and Victoria Vo of McGarvin 
Intermediate School, tenth place. 
 Trophies and medals were awarded by Board of Education Presi-
dent Lan Nguyen and Trustee Teri Rocco.
 The GGUSD serves most of Garden Grove and parts of Anaheim, 
Cypress, Fountain Valley, Santa Ana, Stanton and Westminster.

  A former Stanton City Coun-
cilmember has been charged 
with multiple felonies for alleg-
edly forging nomination paper-
work to run for re-election for a 
City Council seat in a district in 
which she did not live and ille-
gally voting in the Nov. 5, 2024, 
general election.
   Hong Alyce Van, 40, of Ana-
heim, has been charged with one 
felony count of perjury, one felony 
count of offering a false or forged 
document to be filed, registered, 
or recorded, one felony count of 
filing false nomination papers, 
and one felony account of not be-
ing entitled to vote at an election.
  Van is scheduled to be arraigned 
on Jan. 29, 2025, at the Ste-
phen K. Tamura Justice Center 
in Westminster in Department 
W12. She faces a maximum sen-
tence of six years in state prison 
if convicted on all counts.
  Van was elected in November 
2020 to represent Stanton’s City 
Council District #2, but less than 
a year after her election Van is 
accused of purchasing a home in 
Stanton City Council District #4 
with her husband and son. 
  Despite no longer living in her 
district, Van did not resign as re-
quired by law – according to the 
district attorney – and continued 
to serve as the District #2 City 
Councilmember. Van did not sell 
her home in District #2, which 
was located next to the home 
where her parents live and al-
lowed other family members to 
live in her former home.



NewsUpdate

States, cities will
go to court to fight
executive order
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TikTok will be banned in 
U.S. on Sunday, unless ...

Weather: Some rain on the way

Great Thoughts

  “All the armies of Europe, Asia, and Africa combined, 
with all the treasure of the earth (our own excepted) in 
their military chest, with a Bonaparte for a commander, 
could not by force take a drink from the Ohio or make a 
track on the Blue Ridge in a trial of a thousand years.     
   At what point then is the approach of danger to be 
expected? I answer. If it ever reach us it must spring up 
amongst us; it cannot come from abroad.”

– Abraham Lincoln, speech, 1838.

The West Orange County area should continue to escape the 
worst ravages of high winds and accompanying fires. We’ll 
have a warming trend and then a rapid drop in temperatures 
and some showers and rain by the weekend.
The daytime high for Wednesday is 80 with an overnight low 
of 55 under partly cloudy skies. Thursday will warm to 82 (48) 
with sunny skies. Friday begins the approach of a mild storm 
at 73 (48), which some rain on Saturday with temperatures of 
58 (45).

Trump Gets ‘Citizenship’ Pushback

PRESIDENT TRUMP signs executive order on citizenship  (AP photo).

Worst of LA fire danger
is believed to have past 

 President Donald Trump’s bold 
vision for a changed America 
which he outlined in a speech 
Monday after his inaugural ad-
dress has received some imme-
diate challenges.
 His vow to move to overturn 
“birthright citizenship” for the 
children of illegal aliens pro-
duced an instant angry response 
from states and cities.
  According to the Associated 
Press, attorneys general from 
22 states and two cities have an-
nounced plans to challenge in 
court Trump’s plan, which ap-
pears to run counter to the 14th 
Amendment to the Constitution, 
which grants automatic Ameri-
can citizenship to all persons 
born in the U.S.
 The pardon of over 1,000 peo-

ple charged and convicted of 
involvement with the Jan. 6, 
2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol 

by supporters of Trump (some 
were not pardoned but had their 
sentences commuted) produced 

denouncement from many in law 
enforcement, including some of 
those injured in the attack.

  Firefighters, with some help 
from Mother Nature, are getting 
the upper hand on the fires that 
ravaged large areas of Los An-
geles County.
 The Los Angeles Times is re-
porting that the Palisades fire 
was 65 percent contained by 
Tuesday afternoon, having 
burned over 23,700 acres. 
 At least 6,380 structures were 
destroyed and 857 damaged and 

11 people dead.
  The Eaton fire was 89 percent 
contained after burning 14,000 
acres, destroyed 9,418 build-
ings and damaging 1,071 more. 
At least 17 deaths have been 
confirmed.
  Evacuation orders have been 
lifted in some areas, and the 
slowing of winds has helped 
firefighters in their efforts.

Biden says goodbye to staff;
vows to fight Trump agenda
  Former President Joe Biden made his farewell speech on Monday 
from Joint Base Andrews, thanking his cabinet and staff.
  According to United Press International, Biden said, “What I’m 
proud of is your did it upholding the core values of honesty, de-
cency, and integrity. It’s incredible what you did. You represent the 
best of who we are as Americans.”
  He told the audience that there’s “a lot more to do. Referring to 
President Trump’s announced plans, he said, “We’re leaving office 
but we’re not leaving the fight.”
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But glam spies
turned into two
dorky parents

CAMERON DIAZ and Jamie Foxx in “Back in Action”  (Netfix release).

Movie Review

Diaz and Foxx are ‘Back in Action’

By Jocelyn Noveck
AP National Writer

  But, we do Wordle!!
  Er, OK. That’s how former se-
cret agent Matt (Jamie Foxx) ex-
plains that he and wife Emily are 
now living a boring, mundane, 
glamour-free life and nobody 
would ever be looking for them.
To which the rest of us Wordle 
players say: Whoa, speak for 
yourself, Matt! Lots of us play 
Wordle and we don’t think 
WE’RE boring or mundane.
  Anyway! More to the point is 
that Matt’s explanation obvi-
ously doesn’t work, because 
within a moment he and Emily 
are, yes, “Back in Action.” It’s 
not only the title of director Seth 
Gordon’s film, but the story of 
Foxx’s co-star, Cameron Diaz. 
Back in movies after more than 
a decade, Diaz retains her easy 
charm and has chemistry with 
Foxx.
  But this doesn’t mean their 
lines are funny or logical. Often, 
they are neither.
  We start 15 years ago, in a pre-
credits sequence featuring our 
ultra-cool co-spies (also lovers). 
Their job is to pose as French 
arms dealers visiting the home 
of a shadowy Russian terror-
ist — then break into a safe and 
steal a key to the entire world’s 
infrastructure or something.
  On the private jet headed back 
home, Emily reveals a secret we 
already knew: her home preg-
nancy test was positive. Actu-
ally, all six of them were.
  Matt says he’s all in. They break 
out the champagne (well, for 
him.) And then all heck breaks 
loose and they end up needing to 
kill a bunch of people and para-
chute into the snowy mountains.   
 It’s indeed funny when Matt 
observes: “We can’t keep doing 

this, especially with that baby on 
the way.”
 Flash forward 15 years. and 
the couple, having gone under-
ground, live in a comfy subur-
ban house with two lovely (and 
barely annoying) teenagers. 
Matt coaches the soccer team. 
The teens, Alice and Leo (McK-
enna Roberts and Rylan Jackson, 
both appealing), are not aware of 
their parents’ high-flying past; 
Matt and Emily want their lives 
to be normal.
  Director Gordon, who co-wrote 
the script with Brendan O’Brien, 
has said he was aiming to ex-
plore what might happen when 
spies become parents. (This was 
brilliantly addressed in “The 
Americans” on FX, but that was 
a whole different thing.) 
Now, without knowing too many 
spy couples, or any, I’m pretty 
sure what happens is NOT that 
the parents become SO uncool 
SO fast that they buy binocu-
lars on Amazon to spy on their 
daughter’s social life from the 
car at school dropoff. Guys, at 

least hide so she doesn’t see you. 
Did CIA training teach you noth-
ing?
 Equally unartful is the way 
they explain their past to their 
kids. We join this conversation 
as the kids wonder why Dad 
was speaking Russian to the AC 
guy. The parents explain they 
picked it up during their time in 
the Peace Corps. But they don’t 
even have their story straight: 
Were they in Colombia, Belize, 
or Russia? Again, they had 15 
years to get this straight.
  All is peaceful in suburbia, sort 
of, except Emily is having trou-
ble connecting with daughter 
Alice (could this be because she 
spies on her?) She’s also getting 
bored, and wonders if she and 
Matt can briefly skip down to 
South America and stop a coup 
somewhere — or, heck, start a 
coup! Either way! And then the 
doorbell rings with a long-lost 
contact, and Matt and Emily 
claim Wordle and Etsy, but soon 
they’re dragged back in, and the 
whole fam is on the run.
 You also should know that Em-
ily has both a past with a jealous 
MI6 agent (Andrew Scott) and 
a complicated relationship with 

her mother (Glenn Close, game 
for broad comedy), who lives on 
a huge estate in England, was 
also a spy, and has enthusiastic 
but terrible taste in men.
 The action comes fast and furi-
ous, and the banter is pleasant 
enough. Diaz, especially, makes 
the proceedings decently enjoy-
able and some of the sillier lines 
believable.
 It all leads to some predict-
able questions: Will Emily and 
her estranged mother find some 
common ground? Will the kids 
come to understand their par-
ents? Will Emily and Alice forge 
a truce? Will a good time be had 
and lessons learned on the fam-
ily adventure?
 Also, what’s Matt’s Wordle 
streak?

  “Back in Action,” a Netflix re-
lease, has been rated PG-13 by 
the Motion Picture Association 
“for sequences of violence and 
action, some suggestive refer-
ences and strong language, and 
brief teen partying.” Running 
time: 114 minutes. 



TheSportsPages

Sports
Retorts
Jim Tortolano

JARED VERSE

  Regardless of your rooting 
interest – political or athletic 
– the long weekend (Saturday 
through Monday) were pretty 
good days for football fans.
  All the games, especially the 
Rams-Eagles. Commanders-
Lions,  and the College Football 
Playoff game between Ohio State 
and Notre Dame were all excit-
ing contests, 
the outcome 
of each might 
have hinged 
on a couple of 
plays.
  As much 
as we all 
enjoyed the 
2024 base-
ball season – 
especially the 
NY vs. LA 
World Series 
– the gridiron game still seems 
to be the pre-eminent sport for 
entertainment and selling beer.
  So the college football chiefs 
have finally  bowed to the inev-
itable (and logical) and staged a 
real championship playoff.
By incorporating the bowl 
games into the playoffs, tradi-
tion was preserved and moder-
nity accepted to the profit to all.
  However, the bigger problem 
remains. The use of the transfer 
portal has ripped a big hole in 
the idea of “the old college try.”
Seventeen players from the 
Ohio State and Notre Dame 
teams fielded portal players.
  And the trend is not limited to 
the big stars. According to NBC 
Sports, in 2023-2024, the num-
ber of NCAA football players 
across all divisions who entered 
the portal topped 11,000.
  Who needs a combine? Let’s 
just have all those hopefuls 
pack one side of a stadium 
while athletic directors wave 
fistfuls of cash at those eager 
“student-athletes.”
  Let’s just call them what they 
are becoming: employees. 
We’ve been headed that way 
for a long time, and now we’ve 
arrived. With no way home.

Gridiron glee
and the end
of team loyalty

Rams Got Snowed Under

DEMARCUS ROBINSON is tackled during Sunday’s NFC Divisional Game against rhe Philadephia 
Eagles. Snow and cold contributed to some key Rams miscues (Brevin Townsell/Rams).

Bright spot: Rams’ red-hot rookies
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Continued on page 7

Bad weather worked against them

  The Rams didn’t accomplish all their 
goal for the season, but did a heck of 
the job in who they drafted.
  Three of their players were named to 
the All-Rookie Team selected by the 
Pro Football Writers of America. 
  They are outside linebacker Jared 
Verse (also named Defensive Rookie 
of the Year), defensive end Braden 
Fiske and wide receiver/kick returner 
Jordan Whittington.

By Dan Gelatin
AP Sports Writer

 PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Kyren Williams made a cut in 
the snow, then the Rams’ 1,200-
yard rusher had the football pop 
loose on a clear — well, clear-
ish — slick path snow-blown 
clean of a wintry mix.

The ball rolled free, recovered 
and returned by the Eagles, end-
ing one drive for Los Angeles.
 Matthew Stafford dropped back 
on the next series, tried to get 
rid of the football, but was strip-
sacked and the Eagles pounced 
on another fumble.
 The Eagles kicked two field 
goals in the fourth quarter off 

two game-changing fumbles 
— Los Angeles turnovers that 
might not have happened under 
clear skies at SoFi Stadium.
  In the snow and cold, the Rams 
coughed up late scoring chances 
and lost 28-22 Sunday to the 
Eagles, falling one game short 
of hosting the NFC champion-
ship game.
  “We had two turnovers that 
don’t necessarily occur in dif-
ferent elements,” Rams coach 
Sean McVay said.
  From a 1-4 start to NFC West 
champions, the Rams navigated 
a short week following a playoff 
win over Minnesota and kept 
the game close until the final 
possession.
  Even with the frosty fumbles, 
the Rams — who toughed out 
the last two weeks as wildfires 
have devastated large portions 
of Southern California — still 
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What’s in a name? Confusion, often
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Rams came close, but two fumbles hurt
had an upset in sight.
  Stafford, who threw for 324 
yards with sore ribs, kept the 
Rams in it with a 4-yard TD 
pass to Colby Parkinson that 
made it 28-22. The Rams got 
the ball back with two minutes 
left and Stafford completed 
consecutive passes of 11 and 
37 yards to move the ball into 
Eagles territory.

  Stafford, who has thrown mul-
tiple touchdown passes in each 
of his first seven playoff games 
with the Rams, was sacked by 
Jalen Carter on third down and 
threw an incomplete pass on 
fourth down to end the threat.
  “I felt like we had total con-
trol toward the latter part of that 
game,” McVay said. “The mo-
mentum was in our favor and we 
had an opportunity to be able to 

win that game and we just came 
up short.”
  Cooper Kupp had a surpris-
ingly small role again, catching 
only five passes for 61 yards. 
Only six days after he spit up 
blood in the playoff win over 
Minnesota and was taken to the 
hospital with a chest injury, Ty-
ler Higbee returned to catch a 
4-yard touchdown pass that tied 
it at 7 in the first quarter.

  Williams rushed for 106 yards 
— so many more potentially lost 
because of his fumble.
  “It felt like as an offense, we 
had them on the ropes, and that 
they probably felt it, too,” Staf-
ford said. “We were moving 
the rock really well the last two 
drives, and then just a couple of 
unforced errors here and there 
and got behind the sticks.”

  As the high school boys’ 
basketball season proceeds 
for our West Orange County 
schools and teams, many of the 
league races are a bit muddled, 
but none as much as the way 
leagues are grouped and 
named.
  Take, for instance, the North 
Hills League. Five schools, 
four of of which (arguably) 
are located in hilly areas in a 
northern-ish area of Orange 
County.
  But how did Pacifica in Gar-

den Grove end up there? The 
only hill would be the Spring-
dale Street overpass at the San 
Diego Freeway where the an-
nual Soapbox Derby is held.
  You might think that the 
Mariners belong in the new 
Grove (not Garden Grove, but 
just “Grove”) League, but it’s 

entirely devoid of schools in 
Garden Grove or even part 
of the Garden Grove Unified 
School District.
I  n the name of “competi-
tive equity” all traditions and 
historic rivalries are busted. 
Confusion reigns and bus rides 
are turning into real road trips. 
Newer isn’t always better.

Beach teams reign
  In this week’s High Five for 
boys’ basketball (girls’ rankings 

Bad weather worked against them



Roki Sasaki added to 
Dodger all-star lineup

Continued from page 3

Retorts: men
back in charge

ROKI SASAKI pitching in Japan in 2022 (Wikipedia)

“That’s nice. When you have 
the chance, could you go to the 
supermarket? Here’s a list.”
I snatched it up. “No problem,” 
I said, walking proudly out to 
my Chevy. 
“It sure is great to be back in 
charge,” I said to myself as I 
drove away.
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By David Brandt
AP Baseball Writer

 The courting of young Japanese 
flamethrower Roki Sasaki was 
one of the few instances that 
all 30 Major League Baseball 
teams were on equal footing for 
prized talent. A time when some 
of the lower-spending teams 
had a chance to pick up a prom-
ising player and add a little par-
ity to a sport that ...
  Hahahahaha — just kidding.
  He’s signing with the Los An-
geles Dodgers.
  The 23-year-old right-hander, 
who has a fastball that tops 100 
mph, joins the defending World 
Series champions in a move that 
felt inevitable. The San Diego 
Padres and Toronto Blue Jays 
were the other finalists, but as 
expected, he’s joining Japanese 
stars Shohei Ohtani and Yoshi-
nobu Yamamoto in LA.
  The Dodgers didn’t even need 
to dip into their deep pockets to 
entice Sasaki to make his base-
ball home at Chavez Ravine.   
  Because he’s under 25 and does 
not have six years of service 
time in Japan, Sasaki is consid-
ered an international amateur by 
MLB’s rules and was limited to 

a minor league contract with a 
limited signing bonus.
  Los Angeles had just north of 
$5 million in its 2025 bonus pool 
to offer Sasaki when he revealed 
his decision, though the team’s 
front office is making moves 
that will likely open up a little 
more money. The other 29 teams 
had roughly the same amount of 
cash — or more — to offer.
  A fatter wallet wasn’t the is-
sue: Sasaki simply wanted to be 
a Dodger.
  “At my news conference for 
joining the club, I hope to wear 
my Dodgers uniform, feeling 
gratitude for all those who have 
supported me,” Sasaki wrote in 
Japanese on Instagram.
  And really, who could blame 
him?
 The Dodgers look like a team 
set up for success for the fore-
seeable future, with a lineup that 
includes Mookie Betts, Freddie 
Freeman, Teoscar Hernández 
and two-way star Ohtani. Sasaki 
could join a starting rotation that 
includes Ohtani, Yamamoto, 
two-time Cy Young award win-
ner Blake Snell, Tyler Glasnow 
and Tony Gonsolin.
  The presence of Ohtani and Ya-
mamoto was undoubtedly a big 
selling point. But there are other 
reasons why Southern Califor-
nia is arguably baseball’s pre-
mier destination, even topping 
the Big Apple.
 The Dodgers drew nearly 
50,000 fans per game last sea-
son, highest in the league. Away 
from home, they’re an in-de-
mand traveling show, sometimes 
drawing cheers that make it easy 
to forget they’re the ones wear-
ing road uniforms. 
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UCLA star had
24 points; team
vs. Rutgers next

Continued from page 7

LAUREN BETTS played on the
USA national team.

Santa Ana Valley 44-36. The 
Panthers are 3-20 overall but 
still in third place in the Grove 
League.
Tuesday’s results ....
• Boys
Anaheim 54, Orange 51
Torbut V’Torah 77, Bolsa G 36
La Quinta 58, Saddleback 53.
• Girls
Anaheim 34, Manolia 37
Orange 36, Los Amigos 34
La Quinta 51, Santiago 6
Hunt. Bch. 54, Edison 18
Marina 34, Saddleback 31

High school sports spotlight

Betts led no. 1 Bruins past no. 25 Baylor

By Doug Feinberg
AP Baskteball Writer

  NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Lau-
ren Betts had 24 points, nine re-
bounds and a school-record nine 
blocks to help No. 1 UCLA beat 
25th-ranked Baylor 72-57 on 
Monday in the inaugural Coretta 
Scott King Classic.
  The doubleheader that also fea-
tured No. 7 Texas and eighth-
ranked Maryland was created 
to honor King’s legacy and cel-
ebrate female empowerment 
in sports. It’s the first time the 
names of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Coretta Scott King 
have been licensed for a sporting 
event.
 UCLA (18-0) jumped all over 
Baylor to build an early double-
digit lead. The Bears (16-4), who 
saw their five-game winning 
streak end, got within five a few 

times, but each time Betts and 
the Bruins answered.
 The Bruins had a 41-36 lead 
midway through the third quar-
ter before scoring six straight 
to restore a double-digit advan-
tage. Baylor didn’t get within 
single digits the rest of the way.
 Yaya Felder scored 10 points to 
lead the Bears.

Key moment
UCLA scored 17 of the game’s 

first 19 points to build a double-
digit cushion.

Key stat
Betts broke the school record 
for blocks she held with Corinne 
Costa of seven. Betts reached 
that mark in her last game 
against Penn State last week. 
Costa did it four times from 
2011-14.

Takeaways
UCLA: The Bruins remained 
one of two unbeaten teams in 

Division I women’s basketball, 
along with No. 5 LSU. UCLA 
will remain on the East Coast 
for the week to face Rutgers 
and then Maryland.
Baylor: The Bears entered the 
Top 25 this week for the first 
time since early in the season. 
They probably will need a win 
on Sunday against No. 9 TCU 
to stay ranked.

Up next
UCLA visits Rutgers on Thurs-
day. 

on Saturday) for our area, three 
teams from Huntington Beach 
are again on top, with Edison 
(15-8) leading the pack.
  But the Chargers aren’t on top 
of the Sunset League because 
the Los Alamitos Griffins are 
14-9 overall but 7-0 in league 
compared to Edison’s 5-2.
  Following in our High Five 
are Marina in second, Hun-
tington Beach in third and Los 
Amigos in fourth. The Lobos 
are tied for first in the Coast 
League with Savanna (both 3-1) 
and will meet again on Jan. 24 
in the Lobo gym.
  Fifth is Pacifica and “on the 
bubble” are Garden Grove 
(13-11) and La Quinta (12-11), 
which happens to be leading 
the Orange League at 5-0. They 
played second place Saddleback 
(3-2) Tuesday night at the Road-
runner gym and won 58-53,

Notable accomplishment
  The Orange High boys’ team 
broke a 19-game home losing 
streak last week by defeating 
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