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Saturday:       61/49  cloudy
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  Two suspects are at large 
in a “targeted” shooting 
incident in Westminster  
in which a victim suffered 
two gunshot wounds.
 According to Commander 
Andy Stowers of the WPD, 
the incident took place on 
Wednesday around 9:30 
p.m. in the area of Gold-
enwest Street and Trask 
Avenue.
 Officers were dispatched 
there in regard to a report 
of a shooting. 
 When they arrived, they 
learned that an “unknown” 
male, standing on a street 
corner, fired several 

rounds of gunfire into a ve-
hicle occupied by a vehicle 
with two adults and their 
8-month-old infant.
 The driver was stuck and 
sustained what are termed 
“non-life-threatening” 
gunshot wounds. The fe-
male passenger and child 
were not hit.
 Investigators believe the 
attack was planned ahead 
of time and the victim was 
“targeted” for unknown 
reasons.  
  The suspects – shooter 
and a driver – left the 
scene in a black sedan.
 Anyone with information 
regarding the shooting is 
asked to telephone De-
tective Tran at (714) 548-
3810 or the WPD watch 
commander at (714) 898-
3767.

‘Nosferatu’ is
not your cute,
sexy vampire

LEO ADAMS (3) of Pacifica (in blue) goes up for a shot 
in recent action against Westminster. The Mariners are 
13-6 and have a non-league game against Magnolia on 
Saturday at 4 p.m. The M’s open North Hills League play 
on Tuesday vs. El Modena in Orange (GGUSD photo).

Continued on page 3

 SANTA CLARA (AP) 
— A man who kidnapped 
and sexually assaulted a 
Northern California wom-
an in what became wide-
ly known as the “Gone 
Girl” kidnapping has been 
charged with two 15-year-
old home invasion sexual 
assaults, prosecutors an-
nounced Monday.
 Prosecutors allege Mat-
thew Muller, 47, broke 
into a woman’s home in 
Mountain View, Califor-
nia, in September 2009, 
attacked her, tied her up 
and made her drink medi-
cations. He then told the 
woman in her 30s that he 
was going to rape her, but 
she convinced him not to, 
prosecutors said. Muller 
left after recommending 
the woman get a dog.
 The following month, 
prosecutors say he broke 
into a home in Palo Alto, 
California, bound and 
gagged a woman and 
forced her to drink Ny-
quil. He started assaulting 
the woman in her 30s, but 
she also convinced him to 

 The second and final 
reading of an ordinance 
to establish enforceable 
“rules of decorum and 
civility” for the mayor 
and members of the city 
council” goes before the 
Westminster City Council 
when it meets on Wednes-
day.

 Approved for introduction 
at the Oct. 28 meeting on a 
3-2 vote, the proposed or-
dinance is another attempt 
to cope with the disorder 
that has plagued council 
meetings for months.

 At that meeting, voting 
yes were Mayor Chi Char-
lie Nguyen and council 
members Carlos Manzo 
and Kimberly Ho. 
 Against were Council-
members Amy Phan West 
and NamQuan Nguyen.
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 Ho is now off the council and 
the new District 3 Councilmem-
ber is Mark Nguyen, elected in 

November.
 The council meets at 6 p.m. in 
its chambers at 8200 Westmin-
ster Blvd.



News&Views

Retorts
Jim Tortolano

Illegal migrants:
what is the real
solution, if any?

  Want a free subscription to the e-paper  version of The Orange County 
Tribune?  
  Send us an e-mail at orangecountytribune@gmail.com and request a 
subscription.
   The Orange County Tribune covers Garden Grove, Hunting-
ton Beach, Stanton and Westminster. 
  Our twice-weekly e-newspaper offers coverage of national and 
local news coverage, as well as  that of area professional and 
high school sports..
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Stanton’s top employees
for 2024 are honored

is – aside 
from a 
fistful of 
executive 
actions to 
undo what 
Joe Biden 
did (which 
he did to 
undo what 
Mr. Trump 
did in his 
first term, 
which were 

  One of my favorite old sci-fi 
stories by Robert Heinlein had 
the title of “Solution Unsatisfac-
tory.”
  With the change in administra-
tions coming in a little more 
than a week, there’s a lot of 
speculation about just what that 
will mean. The most likely event 

Get your free e-paper two times a week

News Briefs

Continued from page 1

done to undo that Mr. Obama 
did in his second term …) ––is 
action on immigration.
  I’m not going to get into the 
rights and wrongs of promised 
actions, even  some deporta-
tions. There are good arguments 
on all sides of this challenge but 
I’ll be darned (Jim, language!) 
if I can figure out what the solu-
tion is.
  In fact, I don’t think there is 
any solution, in the traditional 
meaning of the word.
  I’m all for a secure border. 
You don’t have to be a hard-line 
MAGA guy to see the problems 
of a lot of people streaming 
across the border illegally.
  The process is dangerous for 
the migrants, it can facilitate the 
trade in illegal drugs northward 
and guns southward and creates 
a variety of social and other 
problems for all the nations 
– from Venezuela to Mexico – 
along the route.
  But … just how do you turn 
it off?
  Building a wall, no matter 
how impressive and expensive, 
is not going to do it. People will 
tunnel under, climb over, fly in, 
sail in or simply bribe a border 
official … and don’t think that 

The‘Gone Girl’ 
case had link
to Hunt. Beach

  The City of Stanton recently 
recognized its 2024 Employees 
of the Year.
They are:
  •  Jorge Guadarrama from the 
public works department and;
  •   Ann Nguyễn from commu-
nity services.
  Above they are pictured with 
Hannah Shin-Heydorn, city 
manager.

Riding for a fall (legally)
  As 2024 came to a close, a cy-
clist in Huntington Beach proved 
that some people just don’t get 
the message, even when it’s de-
livered by a man with a siren and 
a gun.
  HBPD officers stopped a person 
riding an illegal electric motor-
cycle recklessly on city streets.    
  Now, this person was not a first-
time offender; he had previously 

been warned about the “dangers 
and illegality” of riding a vehicle 
intended for off-road use, not on 
public streets.
 He received a citation this time 
and his e-motorcycle was im-
pounded for a 30-day hold.

He’s a real class act
  Tim Nelson, on the faculty at 
the Academy of Performing 
Arts at Huntington Beach High 
School, has been named a 2024 
Orange County Music and Arts 
Award Recipient.
  He was awarded the Jim Thom-
as Exemplary Achievement 
Award for Theatre by the Orange 
County Music and Arts Admin-
istrators Association.

stop, prosecutors said.
  Muller has been charged with 
two felony counts of commit-
ting a sexual assault during a 
home invasion. The charges car-
ry a possible sentence of life in 
prison. He is currently serving a 
40-year prison term for the 2015 
kidnapping.
 Muller’s lawyer, public de-
fender Agustin Arias, said they 
have no comment about the new 
charges.
 The new charges came after 
testing evidence based on a 
“new lead,” according to pros-
ecutors. District attorney crimi-
nalists found Muller’s DNA on 
straps he used to bind one of the 
victims, officials said.
 Muller, a disbarred, Harvard-
educated attorney, pleaded 
guilty to the 2015 kidnapping of 
Denise Huskins, whose father 
lived in Huntington Beach. He 
was also sentenced in 2022 to 31 
years in state prison after plead-
ing no contest to two counts of 
forcible rape of Huskins.
 Huskins was abducted by a 
masked intruder who broke into 
her boyfriend’s home in Vallejo. 
Her boyfriend, Aaron Quinn, 
told detectives that intruders had 
drugged, blindfolded and tied 
both of them up before kidnap-
ping Huskins in the middle of 
the night. Quinn also said the 
kidnappers were demanding an 
$8,500 ransom.. 
 Huskins, who was 29 at the 
time, turned up unharmed two 
days later outside her father’s 
apartment in Huntington Beach 
where she said she was dropped 
off. She reappeared just hours 
before the ransom was due.
  After Huskins’ release, Valle-
jo police erroneously likened 
her kidnapping to the book and 
movie “Gone Girl,” in which a 
woman goes missing and then 
lies about being kidnapped when 
she reappears.
  Investigators dropped that the-
ory after Muller was arrested by 
police in Dublin, California, for 
a similar home invasion. 



NewsUpdate

Re-elected by a
narrow 218-215
margin in House
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DONALD  TRUMP

    

Trump’s conviction is
upheld, but jail unlikely,
NYC trial judge indicates 

Weather: Clouds and the sun

Great Thoughts

“Equality, I spoke the word as if a wedding 
vow/Ah, but I was so much older then, I’m 
younger than that now.”
–Bob Dylan 

  If you can wait until Tuesday, you can again enjoy sun 
in our West Orange County cities. Saturday is forecast for 
a daytime high of 61 with an overnight low of 49 under 
cloudy skies. Sunday will warm to 69 (47) with partly 
cloudy conditions. Monday should be cooler at 67 (49) and 
Tuesday, too, at 66 (51) but the sun should be out by then.

Mike Johnson is Speaker, Again

MIKE JOHNSON retains his position as Speaker of the House (AP photo).

Alcohol use tied to
cancer, warning labels
are recommended

  It wasn’t easy, but it was close. 
Mike Johnson won another term 
as Speaker of the House on Fri-
day, turning back a challenge 
from “hardline” Republicans.
  The vote in the closely-divided 
House of Representatives was 
218-215, according to the As-
sociated Press. Johnson had to 
“flip” two votes to get the vic-
tory.
  All the Democrats voted for 
Hakeem Jeffries, the House mi-
nority leader.

 Johnson’s efforts to retain the 
gavel were assisted by Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump, who 

gave his endorsement.
The dissenting Republicans 
were concerned about the inabil-

ity of previous Republican ma-
jorities to cut taxes and trim the 
federal budget.

 There’s a connection between 
consumption of alcohol and 
cancer, and the risk should be in-
cluded on the labels of alcohol.
 That’s what U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral Vivek Murthy proposed in 
an advisory on Friday.
 The Associated Press reports 
that Murthy contends that 
there’s mounting research and 
evidence that consumption of 
alcohol – beer, wine and liquor 
– contributed to almost one mil-
lion preventable cancers cases in 
the United States over the last 10 
years.
  He’s advocating for a label on 
bottles and cans that indicates 
that consuming alcohol increas-

es the chances of developing 
cancer of the liver, breast and 
throat.

 The conviction last year of Don-
ald Trump for offenses connect-
ed to a “hush money” scandal 
was upheld Friday by the same 
judge that presided over his trial.
 The New York Times reports 
that State Supreme Court judge 
Juan M. Merchan upheld the 
jury’s decision on 34 felony 
counts last May, but indicated 
that any penalties would be light 
or non-existent.
 Sentencing is scheduled for Jan. 
10 – the president-elect must ap-
pear in person – but Merchan in-
dicated he would prefer an “un-
conditional release” for Trump. 
That would affirm his status as a 
convicted felon, but not require 
jail time, a fine or restitution.

Trump still can appeal his con-
viction to a higher court.
 The jury found Trump guilty of 
a variety of charges including 
falsifying business records to 
conceal the payment to a por-
nographic actress with whom he 
allegedly had sexual relations. 

ALCOHOL’S CANCER THREAT
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This winter, a
film to chill
you to be bone

BILL SKARSGARD stars in “Nosferatu”  (Focus Features).

Movie Review

‘Nosferatu’ Not a Cute Vampire

By Jocelyn Noveck
AP National Writer

 Oh, the weather outside is fright-
ful. But don’t head to the multiplex 
to stay warm. Not if you’re seeing 
“Nosferatu,” anyway. Bring your 
hand warmers, toe warmers, heart 
warmers and soul warmers — this 
update of the 1922 silent vampire 
classic will chill you to the bone.
  But it may not terrify you. Ev-
erything in Robert Eggers’ faith-
ful, even adoring remake, from 
his picturesque 19th century Ger-
man town to those bleak moun-
tain snowscapes leading to that 
(brrr) imposing castle in Tran-
sylvania, looks great. But with 
its stylized, often stilted dialogue 
and overly dramatic storytell-
ing, it feels more like everyone 
is living in a quaint period paint-
ing rather than a world popu-
lated by real humans (and, well, 
vampires) made of flesh and, er, 
blood.
  Eggers, who writes and directs 
here, has described being haunt-
ed since youth with F.W. Mur-
nau’s 1922 “Nosferatu,” starring 
Max Schreck (which borrowed 
so much from Bram Stoker’s 
1897 novel “Dracula” that the 
author’s estate sued for copyright 
infringement). Eggers has said he 
wanted to present a true vampire, 
meaning the original folk vari-
ety — the horrifying, ugly, venal 
sort. Not the seduce-you-in-a-
dinner-jacket kind.
  And certainly not the “veggie 
vampire” who drinks only animal 
blood (think “Twilight”). No, 
Eggers’ vampire, Count Orlok, 
wants only human blood — pref-
erably from a lovely damsel.
  The damsel here would be young 
wife Ellen (Lily-Rose Depp), the 
focus of Orlok’s obsessive de-
sires. In a nod to changing times, 
Eggers brings the character to 

the forefront and suggests that in 
19th century society, she was un-
fairly seen as “hysterical” when 
actually, she was, you know, pos-
sessed. The lovely Depp fully 
commits to the high drama — but 
we don’t learn much about what’s 
in her head. Like everything here, 
it’s a stylized performance that 
feels like a piece of art but keeps 
us at a distance.
 After a prologue in which Ellen’s 
spiritual connection to Orlok is 
established, we begin our story 
in fictional Wisborg, on the Baltic 
coast. Ellen has just been married 
to handsome, fresh-faced Thom-
as Hutter (Nicholas Hoult, giving 
his all), who aims to gain em-
ployment with a real estate firm.
  But first, Thomas is told by 
the shady-looking boss, he must 
undertake an out-of-town as-
signment, traveling into the Car-
pathian mountains to obtain the 
signature of a shadowy client on 
the deed for a local fixer-upper.    
  And he sets off, to the protesta-

tions of Ellen, who has been hav-
ing some truly terrible dreams.
  Note to self: When accepting 
job assignments, maybe think 
twice if your boss is sending you, 
solo, deep into wintry Transylva-
nia? But if Thomas had used his 
noggin and sat home by the fire 
with his bride, we would have no 
movie.
  Waiting for Thomas in the dark, 
lonely castle — the exteriors of 
which were actually filmed in 
Transylvania — is Orlok himself 
(Bill Skarsgård, truly unrecogniz-
able in heavy, ugly makeup).   
  They get down to business, but 
Thomas unfortunately cuts his 
finger, and his blood awakens 
a thirst in Orlok. Thomas soon 
realizes he’s in a very bad place 
and needs to get back to his wife 
forthwith.
  Back in Wisborg, Ellen is stay-
ing with the couple’s friends, the 
Hardings (Aaron Taylor-Johnson 
and Emma Corrin, not given 
much to work with), and suffer-
ing from seizures and spells. Or-
lok is calling to her, staking his 
claim. The friends are trying to 

help, and when traditional medi-
cine fails they turn to a specialist 
in the occult — and a gift to the 
rest of us, because he’s played by 
Willem Dafoe.
  Dafoe’s naturally witty presence 
gives us a sense of relief from the 
stylized dialogue as the movie 
travels to its inevitable conclu-
sion, and surely what true horror 
fans are waiting for: Orlok’s cli-
mactic confrontation with Ellen.
  For such fans, the frightening 
tableau of a skeletal Orlok ly-
ing atop a drained Ellen will be 
satisfying enough to make the 
experience worthwhile. The rest 
of us might leave with the same 
feeling we had in the beginning: 
a deep but distant chill.

 “Nosferatu,” a Focus Features 
release, has been rated R by the 
Motion Picture Association “for 
bloody violent content, graphic 
nudity and some sexual content.” 
Running time: 133 minutes.



TheSportsPages

Sports
Retorts
Jim Tortolano

  Like a lot of other Americans 
–– and some Canadians, I 
suspect – I am binge-watching 
football. Between the col-
lege playoffs and the closing 
games of the NFL season, I’m 
absorbing enough radiation and 
cliches to last a lifetime.
  Speaking of cliches, one 
that I keep hearing over and 
over again 
involves 
play-by-play 
and color 
commenta-
tors saying 
that a team 
is “well-
coached.”
  Hmmm. 
I guess it’s 
good for 
a team to 
be well-
coached. It’s hard to feel good 
about a team that’s badly-
coached, especially if it’s got a 
bad (i.e., losing) record.
  But what exactly constitutes 
“good” coaching aside from 
the win-loss record? How 
can I – who was not at all the 
practices and what used to be 
called “chalk talk” sessions – 
gauge whether  a team is well-
coached?
  Here’s what I look for.
  Dumb penalties:  Teams 
that shoot themselves in the 
foot are generally not well-
coached, although there are 
some exceptions. But when a 
team gets tagged with four, five 
six offsides or encroachment 
penalties, somebody’s not suc-
cessfully emphasizing the little 
stuff.
  Emotional outbursts: I’m not 
talking about the usual yelling 
and carrying  on that almost 
all coaches participate in at 
one time or another. But when 
a 50-year-old man – in front 
of fans, friends and family – 
berates a 15-year -old kid for 
making a simple mistake, that 
coach has placed his priori-
ties in the wrong end zone (i.e. 

Stafford will 
sit when Rams
play Seahawks

 LeBron James scored 30 
points to set a new NBA re-
cord for career 30-point games 
on Friday as the Los Angeles 
Lakers defeated the Atlanta 
Hawks 119-102.
 The Lakers (20-14) will play 
the Houston Rockets on Sat-
urday.
 In Edmonton, the Anaheim 
Ducks (16-18-4) lost 3-2 to 
the Oilers. Scoring for the 
visitors were Brett Leason (his 
fifth goal of the season) and 
Jackson LaCombe (seventh).

What does it
mean to be
‘well-coached’?

Jimmy G Gets His Chance

JIMMY GAROPPOLO will  step into the starting role as quar-
terback when the Rams play their regular season finale against 
Seattle at SoFi Stadium on Sunday (Brevin Townsell/Rams).

‘Business as usual’ for the
Chargers in seed chase

LeBron sets a
record as the
Lakers win

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 8

By Joe Reedy
AP Sports Writer

  EL SEGUNDO (AP) — The 
Los Angeles Chargers could 
have their AFC playoff seeding 
locked in before going to bed 
Saturday night in Las Vegas.
  When it comes to Jim Har-
baugh’s plans for playing or 
resting his starters, he is keeping 
things close to the vest as usual.
  “We’re taking it one day at a 
time. As (safety) Derwin (James) 
said, 11 wins sounds better than 
10,” Harbaugh said on Monday.
  The Chargers (10-6) could have 
a chance at moving up to the 

fifth seed and a trip to Houston 
for the wild-card round if Cin-
cinnati beats Pittsburgh on Sat-
urday night.
  If the Steelers win, the Bolts are 
locked into the sixth seed and a 
trip to the AFC North champion. 
That would be Baltimore — and 
a possible Harbaugh Bowl re-
match — if the Ravens beat the 
Browns on Saturday afternoon. 
Baltimore opened as a 17 1/2 
point favorite against Cleveland 
according to BetMGM Sports-
book.
  Harbaugh and the Chargers 
though will be hoping for a Ben-

By Greg Beacham
AP Sports Writer

  LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Jimmy Garoppolo will take his 
first snaps for the Rams when 
he starts in place of Matthew 
Stafford in playoff-bound Los 
Angeles’ regular-season finale 
against Seattle on Sunday.
  Coach Sean McVay announced 
the decision Wednesday to rest 
Stafford, the 16-year veteran 
starter. The Rams haven’t de-
cided which additional starters 
will rest.
  Los Angeles (10-6) has clinched 
the NFC West title over the Se-
ahawks (9-7) based on strength 
of schedule. The Rams are cur-
rently the third seed in the NFC 
playoff bracket, but they will 
fall to fourth if they lose to Se-
attle and the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers (9-7) beat Atlanta to win 
the South division.
  The wild-card seeding is still in 
flux among Minnesota, Wash-
ington and Green Bay, so Mc-
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Continued on page 8

Vay clearly doesn’t care whether 
the Rams enter the postseason as 
the third or fourth seed.

 Garoppolo has yet to play for 
the Rams since signing to be 
Stafford’s backup last spring. 
The 33-year-old veteran who led 
San Francisco to Super Bowl 54, 
missed the first two games of his 
first season in Los Angeles un-
der suspension for violating the 
league’s performance-enhancing 
drug policy.
 Stafford has taken every snap 
this season for the Rams, who 
have won nine of 11 to surge 
into the postseason for the third 
time in his four years with Los 

• Los Angeles Rams 10-6) 
host the Seattle Seahawks 
(9-7) on Sunday at 1:25 p.m. 
Channel 11.
• Los Angeles Chargers 
(10-6) visit Las Vegas Raid-
ers (4-12)  on Sunday at 1:25 
p.m. Channel 2.

Area Football
This Weekend
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JIM HARBAUGH. head coach (Mike Novak/Chargers photo).

Bolts hope to grab a better seed in playoffs
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gals victory to make Sunday’s 
regular-season finale against the 
Raiders meaningful.
  “We’re playing to move up,” 
Harbaugh said. “We’d love to be 
in the fifth seed. That gives you 
a chance to have a playoff game 
at home, even in the divisional 
round. That’s where things stand 
for us, the plan for us is to win. 
That’s been the mindset from 
the beginning.”
  Even though the San Fran-
cisco 49ers had a playoff berth 
wrapped up going into the final 
week of the regular season in 
2011, ‘12 and ‘13, when Har-
baugh was the coach, there was 
still something to play for.
  The Niners needed a win in 
2011 to secure a first-round 
bye. In 2012, they needed a vic-
tory over Arizona to wrap up the 
NFC West. 
  A year later, it was a win over 
the Cardinals to keep their divi-
sion title hopes alive.
Chargers fans still have bad 
memories from two years ago 

when then-coach Brandon Stal-
ey played his starters in the fi-
nale at Denver even though they 
were locked into the fifth seed.   
 Wide receiver Mike Williams 

suffered a fracture in his back 
late in the first half of a 31-28 
loss to the Broncos.
 Williams wasn’t available for 
the first-round game at Jackson-

ville, which the Chargers lost 
31-30 after blowing a 27-point 
lead.
 Harbaugh though did play the 
reserves, including quarterback 
Taylor Heinicke, for most of the 
fourth quarter of last Saturday’s 
40-7 victory at New England.
Harbaugh didn’t answer if He-
inicke would get additional 
snaps this week with an in-
creased possibility of him see-
ing action.
  One player who won’t be avail-
able is safety Elijah Molden, 
who suffered a broken fibula 
during the second half of the Pa-
triots game.
  Molden, acquired from Ten-
nessee on Aug. 29, started three 
games and was second on the 
team with three interceptions.
  Harbaugh said it is possible 
Alohi Gilman, who is on injured 
reserve, could have his return to 
play window begin this week. 
Gilman has started 10 games but 
missed the past five because of a 
hamstring injury.



Jimmy G. will start at QB

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 6

Retorts:  OK,
closing border
but just how?

Continued from page  6

Sports Retorts: ‘well-coached’

hasn’t happened.
  Using law enforcement to 
corral and then deport millions 
of people sounds to me like 
promising to eliminate speed-
ing. Aside from the pushback 
– or simply, lack of cooperation 
from local enforcement – in 
some states, there would be 
an endless series of lawsuits, 
injunctions and appeals which 
would delay even the best-
intended efforts beyond when 
the Angels are next in the World 
Series.
  And beyond that, you have 
the millions of undocumented 
workers employed in restau-
rants, gardening, light manufac-
turing, agriculture, etc. who are 
key to both local and national 
economies.
  There are humanitarian issues, 
too to consder as well.
  There may be a solution which 
has not yet presented itself, but 
for now … who knows?
 

8 SATURDAY, JAN. 4, 2025/ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE

desired outcome).
  Example-setting: At my col-
lege (one of them, anyway) the 
cross country coach was fat. I 
don’t mean circus-carnival fat, 
but he clearly had not seen his 
feet in a while. 
  What sort of instruction could 
he give his slim-hipped harri-
ers? I can imagine him on the 
course, yelling “run … faster!” 
while gasping for breath after a 
jog of three or four steps.

  There’s more, of course, and 
it’s mostly intangibles. To para-
phrase Justice Potter Stewart 
(in a totally different context), 
it’s “hard to define but I know it 
when I see it.” 

Angeles. 
  His 3,762 yards passing and 20 
touchdown passes are his fewest 
in a season in which he played at 
least 15 games, but Stafford’s eight 
interceptions are also his fewest 
in a nearly-full season, while his 
completion rate (65.8 percent) is 
above his career average.
  Stafford improved to 13-1 as a 
starter in Rams games played in 
December when Los Angeles held 
off Arizona 13-9 last Saturday, but 
his offense has been in a slump. 

 The Rams have scored more 
than 21 points just once during 
their current five-game winning 
streak, and they’ve managed 
just three touchdowns in their 
past three games combined.
  The third-string quarterback is 
Stetson Bennett. The two-time 
national championship winner 
at Georgia and fourth-round 
draft pick in 2023 also has yet to 
play for the Rams, missing all of 
last season while away from the 
team for undisclosed personal 
reasons.
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Lineup change for Shohei
By Beth Harris/AP Sports Writer

  LOS ANGELES (AP) — Shohei Ohtani is adding a new-
comer to his family lineup.
 The 30-year-old Los Angeles Dodgers superstar posted on 
his Instagram account Saturday that he and his 28-year-old 
wife, Mamiko Tanaka, are expecting a baby in 2025.
  “Can’t wait for the little rookie to join our family soon!” it 
said.
  The photo showed the couple’s beloved dog, Decoy, as well 
as a pink ruffled onesie along with baby shoes and a sono-
gram that was covered by a baby emoji.
  Ohtani, recently named The Associated Press Male Athlete 
of the Year for the third time, announced in February that he 
had married Tanaka, a former professional basketball player 
from his native Japan.
   The news from the intensely private player stunned 
Ohtani’s teammates and his fans.


