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IT’S A REAL KILLER
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THE CLASSIC comedy-mystery “Arsenic and Old Lace” by Joseph Kes-
selring closes this weekend at the Westminster Community Playhouse

with the final performance on Sunday, For more information and a review
of the play, go to pages 8 and 9. (WCP photo)

Update set on Civic Center

An update on the status
of the city’s biggest-ever
civic development tops
the agenda for Tuesday’s
meeting of the Garden
Grove City Council.

A presentation will be
made on the status of the
under-construction $132
million Civic Center Re-

B GARDEN GROVE
CITY COUNCIL

vitalization Project, which
includes the construction
of a new multi-story po-
lice facility and attached
parking structure as well
as a new park in the area
northeast of Euclid Street

and Acacia Parkway.
Also on the agenda are:

e a Community Spot-
light in recognition of
the accomplishments and
achievements of the Gar-
den Grove Unified School
District in 2024;

e extension for anoth-

Continued on page 2

City ready for man-made disasters?

In the wake of the wild-
fires in the Los Angeles
area, how safe are we
from man-made disas-
ters?

Mayor David Shawver
asked that question about
Stanton at the January 14
council meeting and there
will be a discussion at

B STANTON
CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday’s meeting about
issues such as evacuation
plans and presentation of
resources as provided by
the Orange County Fire
Authority and the Orange
County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment.

Also on the agenda for
Tuesday’s meeting is a
proposal to re-name two
city parks. Councilmem-
ber John Warren is pro-
posing to change Zuniga
Park to Victor Zuniga
Park and Stanton Park to

Continued on page 2

Amy West
Charged With
Att. Bribery

Westminster councilmember

By Jim Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

Amy Phan West, a con-
troversial member of the
Westminster City Council,
is in more legal trouble.
West, elected to the coun-
cil in 2022, is being sued
by the city for disrupting
council meetings, and now
is facing a misdemeanor
bribery charge over an
illegally-parked Jeep.
According to the Orange
County District Attorney’s
office, West will be ar-
raigned on Feb. 24 at the
Stephen K. Tamura Justice
Center in Westminster.
The OCDA’s office al-
leges that her car rental

"

AMY PHAN WEST

business located in the
area of Dorothy Street
and Melanie Lane was re-
ported to have “dirty, un-
registered, or abandoned
vehicles” there.

Continued on page 2
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West facing bribery charge

Continued from page 1

In April 2023, the city sent two
parking control officers to the
site in reference to an abandoned
Jeep —registered to Amy Phan
West’s husband — parked on a
city street.

Garden Grove
city council

Continued from page 1

er six months with Silverstone
Property Management Company
for services at the Central Cities
Navigation Center for the un-
housed;

* a public hearing of an amend-
ment to increase the annual con-
tract amount with West Coast
Arborist Inc. by $350,000 and the
adoption of a resolution establish-
ing a new city tree removal fee.

The council will meet at the
Community Meeting Center,
11300 Stanford Ave. at 6:30 p.m.

Stanton council
meets Tuesday

Continued from page 1

Philip Stanton Park.

The council will meet at 6:30
p.m. in the Civic Center at 7800
Katella Ave.(located west of
Beach Boulevard).

They requested a tow truck to
remove the Jeep when she alleg-
edly identified herself, told the
parking officers not to tow the
Jeep — she would “move it her-
self,” she said .

She then allegedly spoke of her
friendship with the Westminster
police chief and that she was in
the process of “getting raises for
police department personnel.”

The tow truck was cancelled
and the Jeep left at the site.

Phan West denies the accusa-
tions, according to published
reports.

“The law applies equally to
everyone, including elected of-
ficials. Holding elective office
does not entitle anyone to a sep-
arate set of rules and any attempt
to engage in corruption, bribery,
or any other crime under the
shroud of elective office will be
thoroughly investigated and any
and all crimes that have been
committed will be prosecuted
by my office to the fullest extent
of the law,” said Orange County
District Attorney Todd Spitzer in
a statement.

Clarification

In the Jan. 22 issue of The
Tribune, Jason Parra was listed
as plant superintendent at La
Quinta High School. He is plant
supervisor.
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for the Whole Family!

Enjoy our crazy Elvis-themed restaurant
serving Awesome Mexican Food!

In the mood to sing? Join us for Family
Karaoke on Friday & Saturday nights.

Restaurant & Lounge

o www.AztecaOC.com —
S ORIC MATN STREET » GARDEN RO

READ THE ORANGE
COUNTY TRIBUNE every
day online and the Wednesday
and Saturday e-newspaper.
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DOGS AND CATS AGREE:

‘““We love Dr. Leung!”’

Looking for a veterinarian who is:
e compassionate? e experienced?
o fair-priced? e conveniently-located?

Alamitos Animal Hospital is a
full-service facility and will treat
urgent and routine medical, surgical,
and dental issues. Albert Leung is
experienced in all types of conditions
and treatments. Beyond first-rate pet
care, we make our clinic comfort-
able, kid-friendly, and a very calm
environment so your pet — and you
—can relax in the waiting room.

l ALAMITOS

M4ANIMAL HOSPITAL

7122 Garden Grove Blvd., Westminster
(just west of Knott and Goldenwest)
Call (714) 893-3591 or go to:
Alamitosanimalhospital.com

You have
friends in

kS

The team of Scott
and Rebecca Weimer
will put their 74 years
of combined experi-
ence and expertise to
work for you. They
are caring, honest,
knowledgable,
hard-working and
ethical. They’ve put
the client’s best inter-
ests first since 1978.

They offer
diversified real
estate sales
and services

with the £§
personal >,
touch. v

Weimer
& Associates

AN INDEPENDENT
REAL ESTATE

REALTOR

Open Monday through Saturday

READ THE ORANGE
COUNTY TRIBUNE
every day online and the
Wednesday and Saturday
e-newspaper.

BROKERAGE
714-534-0992

12866 Main St,
Suite 100, Garden Grove
Garden Grove CA 92840
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News&Views

Jeeps and ducks
and courtroom
dates, oh my!

She Fought the Law Dept.
Not sure how surprised I am that
Westminster City Councilmem-
ber Amy Phan West is being
charged with a misdemeanor
bribery offense for allegedly
offering to raise police officers’
salaries as she tried to get cops
to not tow her husband’s illegal-

ly parked
Jeep.

I mean,
let’s face it
... Amy has
shown that
she often
doesn’t
know when
to speak
and when
to “zip it”
and that
makes her a
... silly person.

On the other hand, why is the
district attorney’s office bring-
ing this case to court in January
2025 when the incident took
place in April 2023? I mean, I
doubt that complicated DNA
tests were conducted. Could it
be that someone in authority
harbors a lingering grievance
against Jeeps?

More may be revealed on Feb.
24 when the case goes before a
judge. If she interrupts hizzoner
(heronner?) as she’s done to
Mayor Chi Charlie Nguyen,
there may be more legal prob-
lems in store for her.

Goose, Goose, Duck Dept.:
This may be like an Elvis
sighting, but while driving
along Chapman Avenue near
West Street in Garden Grove, [
glanced (carefully and quickly)
at the West Street Basin.

The surface of the modest lake
was dotted with ducks, at least
50 of them. Unless my eyes
deceive me (not impossible),
we still have ducks in town
despite them being ejected from
the Civic Center Park to make
room for the expansion of the
police facility.

Maybe they were just passing

]
Retorts

Jim Tortolano

Continued on page 8

HEY, WHAT’S THAT SMELL?

Firefighters from the Orange County Fire Authority and other
agencies responded to the westbound lanes of the Garden
Grove (22) Freeway in Garden Grove on Wednesday to a
possible leak from a propane tank shortly before 2 p.m. The
freeway was shut down while the OCFA Hazardous Materials
Response Team made entry to determine if there was a threat
to the public. After assessment there it was determined there
wasn’t a leak (OCFA photo).

B AREA NEWS BRIEFS
Nicole Cassesso stars
in ‘End of the Rainbow’

Nicole Cassesso will star as Judy Garland in the drama “End of
the Rainbow” opening on Feb. 7 and continuing through Feb. 23 at
the Gem Theatre in Garden Grove.

The production is directed and musically directed by Damien
Lorton. The play was written by Peter Quilter.

“End of the Rainbow” is about the final chapters of Garland’s life.
Set in 1968, she prepares for a series of comebacks at London’s
famed Talk of the Town.

The production shines light on her talent, emotional struggles and
tumultuous relationships. It will feature some of her most iconic
songs including “Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” “Come Rain or
Come Shine,” and “The Man That Got Away.”

Also appearing in the play are Peter Crisafulli as Mickey Deans,
Trevin Stephenson as Anthony and Jon Michell as Radio Inter-
viewer.

Tickets for “End of the Rainbow” are on sale now and may be
purchased at the Gem box office (12852 Main St., Garden Grove),
by phone at (714) 741-9550 or by visiting theGEMoc.com. Perfor-
mances will be at 8 p.m.

Honors to HB, GG scholars

Local students have been honored by colleges and universities.
They include: _

e Charli Nguyén of Huntington Beach has been named to the
dean’s list for the fall 2024 at Albion College in Albion, Michigan.

Continued on page 8

Suspect held
in 8 robberies
across GG and
Orange County

Garden Grove police believe
they may have solved a string of
armed robberies recently occur-
ring in and around the city.

According to Sgt. Nick Jensen
of the GGPD, David Zamarripa,
52, of Garden Grove has been
arrested in connection with mul-
tiple robberies having occurred
from Jan. 2 to 18.

Over a two-week period, de-
tectives investigating such rob-
beries noticed “similar circum-
stances” and cross-referenced
five of them in an effort to iden-
tify a single suspect.

With information from witness-
es, surveillance and help from
other law enforcement agencies,
GGPD detectives learned about
three similar incidents in Orange
County, making a total of eight
robberies.

Detectives tracked the suspect
and detained him as he attempt-
ed to leave a motel in Garden
Grove. He was arrested and
booked into Orange County Jail
in Santa Ana.

Anyone with additional infor-
mation or who is an additional
victim is asked to contact Detec-
tive G. Jordan at (714) 741-5838
or the Detective Bureau at (714)
741-5800.

DAVID ZAMARRIPA
(GGPD photo)



4 SATURDAY, JAN. 25, 2025/0RANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE

NewsUpdate

Trump, Newsom to ‘Work Together’

Governor and the
president have a
cordial encounter

President Donald Trump and
California Gov. Gavin Newsom
met on Friday in Los Angeles
and conducted a cordial encoun-
ter which seemed a departure
from their past acrimony.

The New York Times is report-
ing that the governor and presi-
dent spoke amicably about the
need to provide aid to the fire-af-
flicted areas of Pacific Palisades
and Altadena.

“They are going to need a lot of
federal help,” said Trump. “Un-
less they don’t need any?”

Newsom responded, “We need

DAMAGE from the Los Angeles wildfires is in the billions (AP photo).

your help,” adding “I have all Before their meeting, Trump changing its policies on issues
the confidence in the world that had suggested that federal aid like voter ID or water manage-
we will work together.” was contingent on California ment.

On a narrow 51-50 vote,
Hegseth is defense sc’y

Pete Hegseth, President Don-
ald Ttump’s pick for secretary of
defense, was confirmed Friday
by the Senate in a dramatic late-
night vote.

According to the Associated

Press, the vote was 51-50 as
Vice President J.D. Vance was
present to cast a tie-breaking
vote.
Hegseth’s nomination was con-
troversial not only for views on
military policy — he’s opposed to
women assigned to combat duty
— but because of allegations of
sexual infidelity.

Sen. Mitch McConnell of Ken-
tucky was one of three Republi-

PETE HEGSETH

cans to join all of the Democrats
in opposing the nomination.

Weather: Cooler with some rain

It will be much cooler, but only a little bit wetter (we
hope) in our West Orange County cities in the next few
days. The forecast for Saturday is for a daytime high of
63 and an ovenight low of 49 under cloudy skies. Sunday
is expected to have afternoon showers with the temps
at 59 (45). Monday is similar at 58 (41) with morning
clouds and afternoon sun.

Great Thoughts

“But when two people are at one in their inmost hearts,

They shatter even the strength of iron or of bronze,

And when two people understand each other in their
inmost hearts,

Their words are sweet and strong, like the fragrance of
orchids.”

—The I Ching (Book of Changes)

U.S. foreign aid suspended
for a three-month study

With the exception of Egypt
and Israel, all foreign aid from
the United States has temporar-
ily been suspended, according to
United Press International. !

A cable authored by Secretary
of State Marco Rubio and sent
to diplomats around the world -
announced “all new obligations
and disbursement” to countries
and non-governmental orga-
nizations and contractors was
suspended for 90 days “pending
review.”

Any exceptions to the hiatus

would have to be approved by
Rubio.

Affected will be Ukraine, which
will receive no more financial
help from the U.S. for the next
three months as it fights Russian
invaders.
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Arts&Living

Dictatorship Tears a Famil Apart

‘I’'m Still Here’
tells of life and
death in Brazil

By Lindsey Bahr
AP Flim Writer

It’s easy to fall in love with the
Paiva family. Filmmaker Walter
Salles makes sure of that in “I’m
Still Here.”

He drops the audience into the
warm everyday of the beautiful
home of Eunice (Fernanda Tor-
res) and Rubens Paiva (Selton
Mello), in 1970s Rio de Janeiro,
where their five kids run freely
between the beach and their liv-
ing room.

Life is calmly chaotic, full of
affection, gentle familial teas-
ing and various life stages (one
is about to lose a tooth, another
about to go to university). Some-
one always seems to have wet
hair, be covered in sand, or bring-
ing in a mangy stray, as their
youngest, Marcelo, does in the
film’s lovely opening.

Even if their life is technically
worlds away from any one per-
son in the audience, it feels fa-
miliar and close.

Anyone coming to “I’'m Still
Here” will surely know that this
domestic tranquility does not and
cannot hold. It was about seven
years into Brazil’s military dic-
tatorship, which would last until
1985.

And while the film suggests that
there was a semblance of normal-
cy in their day to day, there are
also ominous signs of change and
oppression — reports of ambas-
sadors being kidnapped on the
news, and tense “random” traffic
stops that their eldest daughter
endures one night. Some left-
leaning citizens are making plans
to leave, but the Paiva family is
not in a terrible rush. They’re
even making plans to build a new
home.

So when three men in civil-
ian clothes enter their home one

Movie Review
]

afternoon and tell Rubens, a
former left-leaning congress-
man, that he needs to come in
for questioning, it happens with
little incident.

Everyone is on guard — they’re
not naive — but you sense that
Eunice believes he will come
back that night. Maybe even the
next day. Rubens is calm chang-
ing into a collared shirt and tie
and lying to his daughter that
he is going into the office, even
though it’s a holiday. But he also
savors this moment with her,
perhaps because he knows he’s
likely to not return.

The film is based on a memoir
written by Paiva’s son, Marcelo,
but you don’t need to know that
to know that it is first and fore-
most a memory piece.

It is deeply personal and im-
bued with the kind of tenderness
that is extremely difficult to see
or appreciate in the moment.
And although it’s certainly ide-
alized and wistful, we accept
any assumed white lies because
we all wish that for ourselves: to

FAMILY LIFE IS anything but normal in

W & i

e i ? L

truly recognize what we have be-
fore it’s gone.

This story is not about the ab-
duction, however, or what may
have happened to Rubens after
that day. It’s about how Eunice
continues on, through uncertain-
ty, absence and, ultimately, the
loss of hope.

Salles chooses to tell this story

in a rather straightforward man-
ner, which works well, allowing
the compelling narrative and the
talented actors to carry the audi-
ence through.
At the heart of it is Torres, who
has already won a Golden Globe
for her performance and whose
portrayal of Eunice is a true mar-
vel. Mothers and wives often get
the short shrift in movies like
this, about Big Important Top-
ics decided on by men, but Tor-
res instills Eunice with a deep
emotional and practical intel-
ligence that’s beautifully femi-
nine, whether she’s dealing with
a misogynist banker, a dead dog
in the street or the thugs surveil-
ling her home.

She’s fascinating and resilient
in a way that so many women
are in times of historical strife
but rarely celebrated for.

“I'm Sitill Here;’ (Sony Pictures).

Good: * x %

In one particularly poignant
scene, she and the kids are be-
ing photographed by a journalist
hoping to tell their story. They
smile together, as they did ear-
lier in the film when Rubens was
there.

Now he’s not, and the reporters
are confused. They ask Eunice
to try a more serious expression.
She laughs, “They want us to
look sad,” and instructs her kids
to keep smiling. It’s a perfect
encapsulation of the complex
spirit of the movie. Political dis-
appearances don’t begin and end
with the victim, or the toppling
of a regime — they are genera-
tional traumas that live on in the
survivors and alter everything in
their wake.

“I'm Still Here,” a Sony Pic-
tures Classics release is rated
PG-13 by the Motion Picture
Association for “smoking, drug
use, brief nudity, some strong
language, thematic content.”
Running time: 135 minutes.
Three stars out of four.
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TheSportsPages

There’s more
to winning than
playing well

There’s a cottage industry in
trying to predict the outcome
of big athletic events. It’s not
just the billions of dollars to be
sacrificed on the altar of on-line
betting, but also the reputations
of so-called sports experts,
including columnists.

Being a discriminating con-
sumer of journalistic wisdom

(and you )
must be —
if you are
reading this
column),
listen up.

The truth is
... regard-
less of what
bookmak-
ers tell you sp orts
...nonone  Retorts
knows who’s ..

Jim Tortolano

going to win.
And by how many. And which
injuries, questionable penalties,
and just plain dumb luck are/is
going to be the deciding factor.
So why not just go with folk-
lore?

For example, the Buffalo
Bills will defeat the Kansas
City Chiefs in the AFC game
because “they wuz due.” Proof:
KC has won the last three
post-season meetings between
the two teams and the Bills
have lost seven straight playoff
games on the road. Worms’
gotta turn.

Over in the NFC, the Phila-
delphia Eagles are hosting the
Washington Commanders, who
are 6.5 point favorites. We are
not convinced.

The meteorologists are
predicting a snow storm to hit
the City of Brotherly Love on
Sunday and “everybody knows’
that the team with the most
experience freezing wins these
winter nightmares.

Why else would all these
teams in cold weather locations
insist on playing in open-air
stadiums?

It’s just common sense. Or
what passes for it in the minds
of the compulsive gambler.

i

Will Matt Stafford Stick?

L

MATT STAFFORD had a good season for the Rams but his con-

tract could be a problem for 2025 season (Brevin Townsell/Rams).

He’s 37, but
there’s still
gas in the tank

By Greg Beacham
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Los
Angeles Rams coach Sean Mc-
Vay says he would like to know
“sooner than later” about Mat-
thew Stafford’s status for next
season.

McVay provided no updates on
his veteran quarterback’s plans
for the coming year when the
coach held his end-of-season
news conference Thursday, but
McVay sounded eager to con-
firm whether or not Stafford
will be returning to the Rams
for a 17th season. Los Angeles
spent much of the past offseason
working on changes requested
by Stafford to his contract, only
completing the deal on reporting
day for training camp.

“We don’t want to have that
go on again,” McVay said. “I
don’t think that’s good for any-
body. I think sooner than later,
being able to get that clarity,
understanding, open and honest
communication. I think there’s
a lot of love coming from our
part. I think there’s a lot of ap-

Continued on page 7

Kupp’s past success could bounce

By Greg Beacham
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Coo-
per Kupp is uncertain whether
his remarkable eight-year ca-
reer with the Los Angeles Rams
came to an end last weekend in
Philadelphia.

Although the former All-Pro
receiver is under contract for the
next two seasons, the massive
size of his deal could compel the
Rams to part ways with their Su-

per Bowl 56 MVP — and Kupp
realizes it.

“Who knows what’s going to
happen?” Kupp said Monday as
the Rams cleaned out their lock-
ers at their training complex. “A
lot of stuff is out of my control.
We’ll see what it’s going to be.
There’s obviously stuff that was
going on early on in the season,
and we’ll see. I don’t have any
clarity on what that’s going to
look like or anything like that.

Continued on page 8

COOPER KUPP



SATURDAY, JAN. 25, 2025/0RANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE 7

Don’t overlook La Quinta’s Aztecs

Which is the best girls’
basketball team in our West Or-
ange County area? You could
make a pretty good argument
that it’s La Quinta High of
Westminster.

While the Aztecs are “only”
ranked third in our High Five
(Marina and Huntington Beach
are first and second), the blue
and gold have the best record at
20-5 and are unbeaten in league
play.

They’ve won many of their
games by 20 or more points,

Prep Sport
Spotllght

and won 12 of their last 13
games. Daryl Funai’s team is
very balanced, with the top
scorer being Katie Nguyen,
who is averaging 8.8 points,
followed by Katelyn Vo with
8.2 points a game.

Vo is the top rebounder with
seven a game and also leads

in steals, assists and shots
blocked.

Tough league indeed ...

Our first- and second-rated
teams — Marina (14-10) and
Huntington Beach (13-10) —
play in the tough Sunset League
and are in fourth and fifth there.

They have the bad luck of be-
ing in the same conference with
Los Alamitos (17-6), Fountain
Valley (16-7) and Corona del
Mar (14-9).

Continued on page 9

High O

Our rankings of the top area
girls’ baskethall t2ams.
JAN. 25 2025

1. Marina Vikings 1410
2 HurtingtonBch. Ollers 1310
3 LaQuirta Aztecs 205
4. Los Amigos Lobos 106
5. Orange Panithers 1248

Onthe bubble: Magnolia (29,

Will Matt have another season with Rams?

Continued from page 6

preciation coming from his part
as well, and I think a lot sooner
than later is an ideal scenario.”
McVay indicated the Rams
want Stafford back after he led
them to the NFC West title and
a playoff victory over Minneso-
ta before the Rams were edged
28-22 by the Philadelphia Ea-
gles last Sunday. Los Angeles
won the Super Bowl in Febru-

ary 2022 with Stafford, who has
led the Rams to three postseason
berths and seven playoff games
in his four seasons with the club.
But McVay isn’t saying if he’s
certain Stafford, who turns 37
in two weeks, will play next
season — or whether he’ll do it
with the Rams.

When asked to say definitely
that Stafford would play for the
Rams next year if he plays, Mc-

Vay replied: “We’ll talk about
all those things at the appropri-
ate time. I know he’s playing
really good football. Obviously
I love working with him. What
he’s meant to our football team
has been immeasurable in a pos-
itive way.”

Stafford dealt with a typical
amount of bumps and bruises
during the season despite a rela-
tively low sack total. After the

loss in Philadelphia, Stafford
said he would “take some time”
to decide his plan for next sea-
son, but also indicated he feels
like he can still play.

Stafford’s wife, Kelly, revealed
on her podcast this week that
the quarterback broke four of his
ribs in a game against San Fran-
cisco in December, saying the
injury made him “miserable.”

o)

GARDEN
BEST KE

What is behind that bi
on Euclid Street south

Stop by any 1% or 3™ Su

1:30pm and let us show you the history of

Gardln
Private tours are available by appointment

Stanley Ranch H
12174 Euclid Street, Garden Grove 92840
714-530-8871

gardengrovehistsoc@

old house and windmill

ROVE’S
SECRET

f Chapman Avenue?

day of every month at

Your boved ones are safe with us, Whways

ON NINGTO
HOMECARE

a division of Donnington Corporation

The Finest Care at Home!

California License # 304700137

All of our Staff are :

Covered by Workers’ Compensation

W-2 Employees (no 1099s)

Finger printed and screened through LiveScan (FBI)
English speaking Citizens or Legal Residents

Licensed in California
TB tested

Tel : (714) 530-7946
Fax : (714) 530-7947

e-mail : donningn@att.net

www.donningtoncorp.com

11752 Garden Grove Blvd., Suite 121
Garden Grove, CA 92843-1442
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An enchanting ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ at WCP

By Thom deMartino
Orange County Tribune

Ah, family. Can’t live with
‘em, can’t do away with ‘em.,
amirite?

Westminster Community Play-
house’s 2024-2025 season is go-
ing strong with their production
of “Arsenic & Old Lace’, now
playing through Sunday, Janu-
ary 26.

Directed by Greg Stokes, it’s
the story of a remarkably unusu-

Stage Review

al little family: living in an old
manor in Brooklyn in 1940°s
New York, there’s the pair of
elderly sisters, Abby and Mar-
tha Brewster (Candy Beck and
Sarah Hoeven), taking care of
their reality-challenged nephew
Teddy (Jorge Agustin) and his
antics — he genuinely believes
himself to be President Teddy

Who helped eradicate the
plague of polio?
Garden Grove Rotary

Who sponsors a defibrilla-
tor program to save lives
when heart attacks strike?
Garden Grove Rotary

Who recognizes 6th grade
students for achievement
in academics and schol-
arship?

Garden Grove Rotary

Who sponsors and con-
tributes to training high
school students on lead-
ership and citizenship?
Garden Grove Rotary.

The Garden Grove
Rotary Club has been
serving the community
since 1953. The modern
club is part of a world-
wide service organization
of over 1 million men and
women.

Interested in doing good
work in your town and en-
joying fellowship and fun
with like-minded leaders
in Garden Grove?
Contact us for meeting
times and more informa-
tion. E-mail: journaldon@
aol.com. Website:
gardengroverotary.com .

Some serious fun

Murder, corruption, sex,
humor, sports and lottery

THAT ROCK
DON'T ROLL

<
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BY
DON
ALEXANDER

That Rock
Don’t Roll

“A fun story set in the OC that is
sometimes tongue-in-cheek and
sometimes deadly serious.”

- The Orange County Tribune

Available through Amazon.com and
Barnes & Noble for $19.99. Special offer:
For a signed copy, including the cost of
shipping and handling, send a check
for $15 payable to Don Alexander, 9814
Bird. Ct, Fountain Valley, CA 92708.
Include your name and return address.
Don Alexander
S has been a sports
4’ columnist, a
2 sports broadcast-
er, talk show host
and a college
instructor. This is
his first novel.
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READ THE ORANGE
COUNTY TRIBUNE
every day online and the
Wednesday and Saturday
e-newspaper.

Roosevelt, so everything around
him becomes related. The stairs
become San Juan Hill, for him
to charge up; the basement be-
comes Panama, where he digs
the canal.

The locals are accustomed to
the eccentric family, and regard
them as harmless -- such as
when officers Brophy and Klein
show up (played by Jim Hen-
son and Adriana Catanzarite)
to pick up toy donations for the
local orphanage and to remind
the sisters to please keep Teddy
in check, so as to not annoy the
neighbors.

In fact, just across the cemetery
adjacent to the manor lives the
pious Reverend Harper (Frank
Valdez) and his lovely daugh-
ter Elane (Pechiney Suos), who
is herself soon-to-be betrothed
to the lone “white sheep” of
the Brewster family, Mortimer
(Shawn Patrick Thomas).

And while the reverend disap-
proves of his line of work (as a
theater critic), he can’t deny the
young man’s affection for his
beloved daughter.

When Mortimer visits the fam-
ily home and discovers a very
unexpected guest, his whole
world is turned upside-down
when he realizes that his fam-
ily is more than just quirky...
they’re downright dangerous.

Save money on
your business
phone service

Receive multiple
quotes from
top-rated
VoIP providers

(714) 820-9007

Great: * k%%

Adding to this mood is the ap-
pearance by his prodigal broth-
er, the unsettling and menacing
Jonathan (Guy C. van Empel)
and his cohort, the inebriated
doctor Einstein (Charlie Ro-
driguez), who are themselves
looking for a place to “lay low”
from the authorities.

But Jonathan’s ire arises upon
seeing his brother, whom he
used to torment as a child... and
now realizes that he might just
use this reunion to finish the
job\

Mortimer’s caught between a
rock and a hard place, trapped
between loyalty to his kin and
his concern for the populace
at large... how can he extricate
himself from these family ties
that bind?

For those who have never seen
“Arsenic and Old Lace” on
stage, or even if you’ve seen the
classic film — this Westminster
Community Playhouse produc-
tion is a marvelous rendition,
with an excellent cast and bril-

Continued on page 9

News briefs

Continued from page 3

* Nevaeh Trejo of Garden
Grove earned dean’s list honors
from American International
College in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts for the fall 2024
semester. He is majoring in
occupational science.

* Samuel Einhorn of Hun-
tington Beach has achieved a
perfect 4.0 grade point average
during the fall 2024 semester,
earning a spot on the Provost’s
List at Hofstra University in
Hempstead, New York. He is
majoring in audio/radio produc-
tion and studies.

Retorts: don’t
forget the ducks

Continued from page 3

through, but as a duck fan, I
was pleased. Some duck is bet-
ter than no duck.
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‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ at
Westminster Playhouse

Continued from page 8

liant comedic timing.

Jorge Agustin makes a delight-
ful Teddy, vaguely childlike in
some of his conversation with
his aunts and the friendly Officer
O’Hara (Benjamin Rasmussen);
Thomas’s Mortimer charms, as
does Suos’s Elane;

Hoeven’s Martha is a lovely,
doting aunt to her nephews
(Candy Beck was unfortunately
unavailable for the matinee this
reviewer attended, with the role
of Abby instead portrayed by
director Greg Stokes, to great
comic effect.)

But a particularly entrancing
duo in the production (aside from
the Henson’s and Catanzarite’s
lively officers Brophy and Klein)
are van Empel’s Johnathan and
Rodriguez’s Einstein: with his
deep, monotone delivery and
slow, measured steps and move-
ment, van Empel creates quite

the threatening brother, while
Rodriquez makes quite the lik-
able and friendly character... de-
spite his poor life choices.

Playing for one final weekend,
“Arsenic and Old Lace” at the
Westminster Community Play-
house is a wonderful throwback
to times past, and a marvelous
introduction to these classic
characters; and most definitely
one to catch while you can.

“Arsenic and Old Lace.” Can-
dy Beck, Sarah Hoeven, Shawn
Patrick Thomas and Guy C. van
Empel star in this story of a fam-
ily with more than skeletons in
their closet.

Playing through Sunday, Janu-
ary 26 at the Westminster Com-
munity Playhouse, 7272 Maple
St, Westminster.

Ticketing information available
online at http://www.wcpstage.

com, or call (714) 893-8626.

High school sports spotlight

Continued from page 7

For the curious, the “big” up-
coming game will be the final
league contest with Los Al (7-1
so far) visiting Fountain Valley
(7-2) on Feb. 3.

But back to our locals .. Rylee
Bradley, a junior from Marina,
is averaging 21.2 points a
game. Shelby Nguyen has 5.5
rebounds a game and Maria
Tejeda has 2.3 assists on aver-
age.

It’s just the numbers

Our High 5 rankings are based
on the statistical calculations
of the MaxPreps.com web-
site. They seek to factor in not
just wins and losses but also
strength of opponent, etc.

It’s not a perfect system,
but probably better than the
opinions of sports writers who
couldn’t possibly see games
played by all of the teams in the
coverage area.

READ THE ORANGE
COUNTY TRIBUNE
every day online and the
Wednesday and Saturday
e-newspaper.

High School
Basketball Scores

FRIDAY

Boys

Los Alamitos 93, Edison 63
Pacifica 62, EI Modena 42
Western 70, Santa Ana Valley 14
Laguna Hills 83, Westminster 47
La Quinta 59, Bolsa Grande 44
Katella 48, Garden Grove 45

San Juan Hills 100, Los Amigos 45

Girls

Bolsa Grande 45, Western 21

Los Amigos 51, Santiago 8

Hunt. Beach 47, Kennedy (LA) 33

2025 TET PARADE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1" = "7 ..
OPENING CEREMONY £:30AM | PARADE 9:30AM .
BOLSA AVE. BETWEEN MAGNOLIA ST. & BUSHARD ST.

BE PART OF THE

v >
CELEBRATION!

oy
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Yeur of the

CANDY BECK as Abby Brewster, Jorge Agustin as Teddy Brewster and
Sarah Hoeven as Martha Brewster in “Arsenic and Old Lace.”

Support Our Heroes in LA

OCFA is calling on our community to come together! We are
seeking donations to support first responders, displaced
animals, and shelters affected by the fires in LA.

Every contribution makes a difference!

Donation Schedule Types of Donations

Monday- Friday
9.00 AM - 5.00 PM

Call to arrange a drop-off
outside of scheduled times

12931 Main St
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Contact Us
(714)539-2100

Water

Gatorade/Hydrating
Beverages

Pet Supplies

Clean

COMMERCIAL CLEANING SERVICES INC.

SPONSOR

aééé

THE PARADE!
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FLOWER STREET .. HISTORIGC MAIN

HARLIEN LEROYE, CALIFUHNLA

» SPECTACULAR FLOWER DESIGNS MISS ASIAN HERITAGE PAGEANT
» LION DANCES | LUCKY RAFFLE | MUSIC & MAGIC SHOWS = KID COUNTRY FOLK GAMES
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