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FIREFIGHTERS examine the interior of a mobile home burned early Friday 
morning on Euclid Street in Garden Grove (OCFA  photo).

  A pre-dawn fire struck a 
mobile home in Garden 
Grove Friday morning, 
but all the residents were 
able to escape safely.
 According to the Orange 
County Fire Authority – 
which provides fire and 
paramedic services for 
Garden Grove – person-
nel and vehicles were 
dispatched at 4:22 a.m. 

to a mobile home park in 
the 11300 block of Euclid 
Street (between Katella 
and Orangewood ave-
nues).
 Arriving firefighters saw 
smoke showing from one 
home and initiated an at-
tack on the fire. 
 The blaze was contained 
to one home and all the 
residents evacuated the 

building. Two were eval-
uated by firefighter para-
medics but declined trans-
port to a local hospital.
 The Red Cross was called 
to provide assistance to 
four people displaced by 
the fire. The cause is un-
der investigation and as-
sistance was provided by 
Anaheim Fire and Res-
cue.

  It’s a sort of  a “Let’s 
Make a Deal,” only the 
price is well over $1 mil-
lion.
  On Wednesday the Stan-
ton Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
to consider an amended 
development agreement 
with a luxury apartment 
developer struggling to 
pay the obligatory fees.
  At issue is the Cloud 
House, a five-story com-
plex located at 12331-
12345 Beach Boulevard, 
north of Lampson Av-
enue.
  Citing the “financial bur-
den due to the global pan-
demic and its lingering 
effects” the developer – 
Stanton 2.0 LLC – is ask-
ing for some relief from 
the original schedule of 
payments.
  The original agreement 
called for the developer 
to pay the city $963,000 

in community facilities 
fees, $50,000 in beautifi-
cation/enhancement fees 
and $336,729 in develop-
ment impact fees, totaling 
$1,349,729, not including 
staff and legal costs.
  Proposed is an alternative 
total of $1,419,463.56 to 
be paid within five years 
of the city issuing the final 
certificate of occupancy, 
which is estimated to be 
March 2030.
  The project has been con-
structed on the former site 
of a mobile home deal-
ership. The term “cloud 
house” comes from the 
location of some ameni-
ties – including a pool – 
on the rooftop.
 The planning commis-
sion will meet at 6:30 
p.m. in the Stanton City 
Hall, 7800 Katella Ave.

  A public hearing will be 
held at Tuesday’s meeting 
of the Huntington Beach 
City Council to consider 
approval of the issuing 
of bonds to build a senior 
citizen rental housing 
project.
 A developer, Marisol HB 
LLC, is seeking financing 
for the construction of the 

development of the project 
– to be called “The Mari-
sol” at 2120 Main St., near 
Garfield Street.
 Although the city will have 
no financial obligation, its 
approval is required for the 
California Public Finance 
Authority to issue the re-
quested $325,000,0000 in 
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HB council
meeting
tax-exempt bonds.
 The council will meet in its 
chambers at 2000 Main St. (at 
Yorktown Ave.) with a closed 
session at 3:30 p.m., a study ses-
sion at 5 p.m. and the regular 
meeting at 6 p.m.
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Are you here
or are you just
kind of present?
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Atomic 
Age,” “The 
Space 
Age,” 
“Baby 
Boom,” 
“The Me 
Genera-
tion,” et al.
  If I had 
the chance, 
I would 
name the 
period we 

Customs, origins and more about
celebrating Asian lunar new year

  Historians, professional and 
amateur, have long taken it upon 
themselves to assign names to 
eras or even decades.
  There were the “Gay Nine-
ties” (different meaning now), 
the “Roaring Twenties,” “The 
Greatest Generation” (Depres-
sion and World War II”), “The 

Should two 
parks get
new names?

are now in “The Euphemism 
Cohort.”
  The idea came to me when 
reading an article about the new 
administration’s crackdown 
on illegal immigration, a term 
which is actually an improve-
ment on a previously common 
(and currently taboo) term.
  A certain lefty-massaging 
of that which followed was 
“undocumented workers.” 
That’s nicer but too vague, as 
many of the “IA’’ group are not 
employed. So “undocumented 
migrant” has slipped in.
  The Biden Administration sug-
gested “undocumented citizen” 
which could suggest either a) 
someone who had misplaced 
some paperwork or b) was a 
citizen from another country. A 
variant on that is “unauthorized 
immigrant,” which refers, per-
haps, to someone not authorized 
to move around, like a teenager 
who’s been grounded.
  My current favorite – for silli-
ness – is “unlawfully present.” 
That could propose there’s no 
law authorizing someone – 
we’ll call him “Jim” – to exist, 
but it’s not strictly illegal.
  And there’s always the smart-
aleck who answers the roll 

More about the Tet,
‘Year of the Snake’

n STANTON COUNCIL

THE TET is the Vietnamese term for the lunar New Year. 
This time it’s the “Year of the Snake” (Shutterstock)

By Ken Moritsugu
Associated Press

  BEIJING (AP) — Firecrackers 
popped, incense was offered at 
temples and dancers and drum-
mers paraded Wednesday in 
Asia and farther afield as mil-
lions around the world celebrat-
ed the Lunar New Year.
  From Beijing to Havana, the 
holiday — known as the Spring 
Festival in China, Tet in Viet-
nam and Seollal in Korea — is 
a major festival celebrated in 
many countries. Wednesday 
marked the start of the Year of 
the Snake, one of 12 animals in 
the Chinese zodiac.
  Throngs of people in down 
jackets filled a Beijing park for 

a “temple fair” on a sunny but 
chilly day. Some rang bells and 
tossed coins into containers in 
the shape of gold bars for good 
luck, while others ate traditional 
snacks from food stalls and took 
photos with a person dressed up 
as the God of Wealth.
  The Lunar New Year is a time to 
wish for good luck and prosper-
ity in the coming year for oneself 
and others.
 “The past year was a very busy 
one for me, because I had to 
take care of both my kid and my 
work,” said Beijing resident Ji-
ang Hecang. “In the Year of the 
Snake, I wish my kid will grow 
healthily and my work can re-
main stable. Then I can be happy 

  Want a free subscription to the e-paper  version of The Orange County 
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 Should the long-standing names 
of two city parks be changed?
  The Stanton City Council took 
up that issue at its Tuesday 
meeting. Proposed by Council-
member John Warren for a pos-
sible change were Zuniga Park, 
located at 10902 Date St. (north 
of Katella Avenue) and Stanton 
Park, located at 7800 Katella 
Ave. (west of Beach Boulevard) 
at Cedar Street.
  Zuniga Park is six-tenths of a 
mile in area; Stanton Park is 5.5 
acres.
  Warren wants to rename Zuni-
ga Park after Victor Zuniga, the 
city’s first mayor.  Stanton Park 
– located behind the civic center 
on land leased from Southern 
California Edison – is some-
times confused with Stanton 
Central Park, located on West-
ern Avenue.
  He’s suggesting that Stanton 
Park be renamed Philip Stan-
ton Park after the legislator who 
helped found Huntington Beach 
(originally Pacific City), Seal 
Beach and Stanton.
  What is now called Stanton 
was an unincorporated commu-
nity most commonly mentioned 
as Benedict when Anaheim 
sought to annex the area for a 
sewer farm.
  With Stanton’s assistance, resi-
dents of the area banded togeth-
er and incorporated as a city, 
which they named after Stanton 
in 1911 in gratitude for his help.
  The city lasted for 13 years 
when residents voted to disin-
corporate in 1924 to avoid the 
costs of building roads in the 
city.
 Stanton re-incorporated in 1956 
to avoid being swallowed up by 
its rapidly-growing neighbors of 
Anaheim, Buena Park and Gar-
den Grove.
 After some discussion, the 
council decided to have staff 

Continued on page 8
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China (10 %) is
added to the list,
says president
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TikTok will be banned in 
U.S. on Sunday, unless ...

Weather: Mid-60s this weekend

Great Thoughts

  “Youth is happy because it has the capacity to see 
Beauty. Anyone who keeps the ability to see Beauty 
never grows old.”
 – Franz Kafka, writer

Our West Orange County cities can expect some consistency 
through the weekend and into the new week. The temperatures 
will start Saturday at 65, rise to 67 on Sunday and then return 
to 65 Tuesday. We’ll have partly cloudy skies each day except 
for Sunday, when sun is forecast and – perhaps surprisingly – 
there’s also a 10 percent chance of rain each day.

Tariffs Are Set to Hit On Saturday

ARMY HELICOPTER

Will some FBI agents 
who investigated 
Trump be discharged?

41 bodies recovered from
crash of jet and helicopter

 President Donald Trump on 
Friday added China to the list 
of countries upon which he will 
impose tariffs on Saturday.
 According to the Associated 
Press, in addition to the 25 per-
cent levies he is planning on for 
Canada and Mexico, China is in 
for a 10 percent charge on goods 
from that nation into the United 
States.
 “Starting tomorrow, these tar-
iffs will be in place,” said White 
House Press Secretary Karoline 
Leavett. 
 “These are promises made and 
kept by the president.” she add-
ed. 
 Products from Canada and 
Mexico whose prices to Ameri-

can consumers could be affected 
include:
  • automobiles; the supply chain 
of American-badged cars in-
cludes parts from both those na-
tions, and more than one in five 
cars and  light trucks – including 
sport utility vehicles – were built 

north or south of the border. 
  • gasoline prices: The biggest 
supplier of crude oil in the U.S. 
is not an Arab nation, it’s Can-
ada, which shipped $90 billion 
of crude oil to America during 
the period of January through 
November.

  • alcohol: The importation of 
tequila and mezcal from Mexi-
co was worth $4.7 billion in a 
recent year. 
  Canadian hard liquor such as 
whiskey worth $537 million 
came from north of the border.

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP added China to the list of tariffs (Shutterstock).

 The New York Times is report-
ing that the Trump administra-
tion is examining the work of 
“scores” of FBI agents who 
were involved in the Justice De-
partment’s investigations of the 
president and his backers.
 That information could be 
used to fire bureau leaders and/
or agents considered to be “en-
emies” of the president. Kash 
Patel, the nominee to lead the 
agency testified to Congress that 

he would not carry out a “cam-
paign of retribution.”
 “All FBI employees will be pro-
tected against political retribu-
tion,” he said on Thursday. 
 The Times also reported that 
“senior officials” at the bureau  
have asked for the names of the 
thousands of agents who worked 
on cases attached to the Jan. 6, 
2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol 
by supporters of then-president 
Trump.

  Workers have recovered 41 of 
the 67 bodies of persons who 
died in the collision of an Army 
helicopter and a civilian jetliner, 
according to United Press Inter-
national.
 The craft broke apart and 
plunged into the Potomac River 
in Washington, D.C. Twenty-
eight of the victims have been 
identified. 
 Teams of divers are employing 
sonar to search for more human 
remains in the water, which is 
near freezing temperatures. 
  Reporters were told that it may 

not be possible to recover all the 
bodies until the fuselage (main 
body) of the jet is pulled out of 
the river. The cause of the crash
has not been determined.
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Streaming-only
comedy from
Amazon/MGM

WILL FERRELL and Reese Withersoon in “You’re Cordially Invited” (Amazon/MGM).

Movie Review

Will and Reese Collide in ‘Cordially’

Continued on page 8

ARMY HELICOPTER

By Jake Coyle
AP Film Writer

  Are you with the bride or the 
groom? Hold on, scratch that. 
Are you with Reese Wither-
spoon or Will Ferrell?
  “You’re Cordially Invited,” a 
new comedy directed by Nicho-
las Stoller, brings together two 
stars whose movie worlds are 
nearly as divided as wedding 
guests on separate sides of the 
aisle. 
  Ferrell is most closely associ-
ated with broad comedies and 
Witherspoon the more romantic 
variety. And while both have ex-
panded beyond their wheelhous-
es, they are each A-list refugees 
from movie genres — laugh-
out-loud comedies, rom-coms 
— that have largely faded from 
theaters in recent years.
  “You’re Cordially Invited,” 
which debuts Thursday on Prime 
Video, unites these two once-
ubiquitous box-office forces in 
a streaming-only wedding com-
edy that cross-pollinates “Father 
of the Bride” with “Wedding 
Crashers.” 
  The combination works well 
enough, though it’d be fairer to 
deem “You’re Cordially Invited” 
a funnier-than-average wedding 
movie than it would be a top-
grade Ferrell comedy.
  It’s been two decades since, 
in “Wedding Crashers,” Ferrell 
so gently called to his mother, 
“Hey, Mom! Can we get some 
meatloaf!” But a whole era has 
passed. “You’re Cordially In-
vited” is an attempt to rekindle 
some of the spirit of those early 
‘00s comedies while growing it 
up a little, and roping in a new 
generation of funny people.      
  Here, Ferrell plays the overly 
doting father to Jenni (Geraldine 

Viswanathan). He’s a widower 
whose happiness rests to an un-
sound degree on his daughter. 
Jim steams her clothes and styles 
her hair. He’s not crashing the 
wedding this time; he’s baking 
the cake.
 When Jenni returns home with 
a ring on her finger and her now-
fiancé (Stony Blyden) in tow, 
Jim experiences the happy news 
more like a nightmare.  
  Still, he gathers himself togeth-
er and books a destination wed-
ding on the small Georgia island 
where he and his wife were mar-
ried.
 Meanwhile, we’re introduced 
to Margot (Witherspoon) a high-
powered reality TV executive in 
Los Angeles whose younger sis-
ter (Meredith Hagner) is getting 
married to her boyfriend (Jimmy 
Tatro).  
 Her abiding issue is a disconnect 
with her Atlanta-era family and 
their disapproving mother (Celia 
Weston), a fissure that the wed-
ding, which Margot opts to plan 
herself, quickly exacerbates.

  When, a year later, these two 
groups arrive on the island, Jim 
and Margot eye each other sus-
piciously right up until they each 
attempt to check in at the same 
time. 
  Thanks to the untimely death 
of the inn’s longtime owner, the 
place has been double-booked 
for the weekend — a particularly 
awkward situation given the is-
land can only accommodate one 
wedding at a time. 
  The supporting roles through-
out “You’re Cordially Invited” 
are well cast, including the inn’s 
new, very apologetic manager, 
played by Jack McBrayer.
  After some hesitation, Mar-
got and Jim resolve to share the 
venue. This, of course, is the not 
particularly subtle concept of 
“You’re Cordially Invited.” The 
arrangement is momentarily co-
pacetic but gradually devolves 
into an all-out war between Mar-
got and Jim, while the two very 
different wedding parties — one 
a multicultural DJ-ing crew, the 
other longtime Southerners — 
mingle congenially.
  The main deficiency of “You’re 
Cordially Invited,” also scripted 
by Stoller (“Neighbors,” “For-

getting Sarah Marshall”), is that 
everything about it proceeds 
from its concept. The characters 
feel engineered to suit it, and 
everything in its plot is orches-
trated to serve the rival wedding 
feud. 
  Nothing in how things evolve 
will surprise you or feel particu-
larly organic. For a not especial-
ly long movie, “You’re Cordial-
ly Invited” drags, a byproduct of 
its artificial conception. This is 
the kind of film where the post-
credits sing-along feels forced.
 That said, there’s a wide ar-
ray of comic talent throughout 
Stoller’s film that enlivens it. 
That includes Keyla Monterro-
so Mejia, Rory Scovel, Leanne 
Morgan and even, briefly, Pey-
ton Manning. This should be a 
showcase for Viswanathan, the 
talented star of “Blockers” and 
“Bad Education,” but her char-
acter, while primary, doesn’t 
give her much to work with be-
yond shedding an overly depen-
dent dad. 
  The highlight of the cast, real-



TheSportsPages

Sports
Retorts
Jim Tortolano

JAMES HARDENContinued on page 8

  Whoa … I’m a little bit 
dizzy. The professional sports 
establishments – long averse to 
any meaningful change – are 
now showing themselves to 
be surprisingly open to trying 
new stuff in an effort to keep 
existing fans, attract new ones 
and – most importantly – keep 
or make more money.
  Baseball’s 
moves have 
ben great and 
have sliced 
about a 
half-hour off 
the time of 
the average 
game.     
  Football’s 
extra point 
move (good) 
and kickoff 
change (not 
that good) are evidence of a 
willingness to reform.
  Basketball hasn’t done much 
new, but NBA commissioner 
Adam Silver has rolled out one 
big proposal: shorter games.
  Currently, NBA games have four 
12-minute quarters, adding up to 
48 minutes. But an NBA telecast 
– complete with half-time, quarter 
breaks, time-outs, etc. – takes well 
over two hours and sometimes 
closer to two and a half.
  Ratings are down, and Silver 
thinks that the reason is that the 
games are just too darn long. I 
agree. His proposal to have the 
quarters be 10 minutes (for a total 
of 40 minutes) would lesson the 
monotony, but that only goes so far.
  Not only are the games too 
long, the most interesting part 
is the last five minutes. And the 
season is too long. A stretch of 
82 games plus the interminable 
playoffs means a leg-deadening 
march from autumn well into 
spring.
  Too much jarring of joints and 
too little time between games 
means more injuries and longer 
recovery times. Fewer games 
might mean  fewer TV games to 
sell advertising, but think of it 

Ducks Flying a Bit Higher

Players are tall
but games need
to be shorter

TWO SUPER BOWL VETERANS .... and super mobile quarterbacks Patrick Mahomes of the Kansas 
City Chiefs (left) and Jalen Hurts of the Philadelphia Eagles will meet again (Wikipedia).
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Harden ‘assists’ in Clippers win

Another Super Rematch

The Chiefs won 
a close game 
back in 2023

  James Harden made history as the 
Los Angeles Clippers won a game 
Friday night against the Charlotte 
Hornets on the road, 112-104.
  Early in the game, he had his 
8,000th career assist, making 
him the the 13th player in NBA 
history to achieve that accom-
plishment. Earlier this week, he 
was named an NBA all-star for 
the 11th time, and as the oldest 
player – he’s 35 – to win the 
honor as a Clipper.

Harden ended up with 14 points 
and 10 assists. Leading the scor-
ing for the Clips was Kawhi 
Leonard with 21 points and nine 
rebounds.
  With the win the Clippers are 
28-22 and just a few percentage 
points behind the rival Los An-
geles Lakers in second place in 
the NBA Pacific Division.
They’ll visit the Toronto Rap-
tors on Sunday and then host the 
Lakers on Tuesday.

By Josh Dubow
AP Pro Football Writer

 Patrick Mahomes and the Kan-
sas City Chiefs keep finding 
themselves on one side of a Su-
per Bowl rematch.

  A year after beating the San 
Francisco 49ers for the second 
time in five seasons in the NFL’s 
championship game, Mahomes 
and the Chiefs will square off 
against the Philadelphia Eagles 
for the second Super Bowl in 
the past three seasons.
  Kansas City won the first meet-
ing 38-35 in Glendale, Arizona, 
and will try to pull off another 
Super Bowl sweep on Feb. 9 in 
New Orleans.
 “This is a great football team 

(that) we’re playing,” Mahomes 
said. “They’re great on offense, 
they’re great on defense and spe-
cial teams. We played them in a 
close Super Bowl a couple years 
ago, but they’ve added players 
and got even better, so it’ll take 
our best football to win.”
 More than 40 players who par-
ticipated in that nail-biter two 
years ago are projected to be 
on the field next week includ-
ing stars like Mahomes, Travis 

Continued on page 9



Ducks Flying a Bit Higher

Basketball Scores

Prep Sport
Spotlight

THURSDAY
Boys
Newport Harbor 6, Edison 57
Marina 68, Hunt. Beach 62
Girls
Ocean View 42, Garden Grove 40
Westminster 42, Costa Mesa 22
Katella 57, Western 16

FRIDAY
Boys
Sunny Jills 47, Pacifica 34
Saddleback 67, Magnolia 35
Glendora 66, Los Amigos 40
Garden Grove  57, Ocean View 47
Girls
Fountain Valley 56, Marina 35
Orange 58, Santiago 16
Santa Ana Valley 51, Los Am. 31
Loara 59, Magnolia 28
Rancho Alam. 38, Saddleback 13 

Argonauts beat Seahawks 
to clinch 3rd and playoff spot

Continued on page 9

Wrestlers will grapple with their playoffs
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Will Matt have another season with Rams?

  The sometimes-overlooked 
winter sport of high school 
wrestling gets the spotlight this 
weekend as the championship 
competitions begin.
  Six boys and three girls divi-
sional two-day tournaments are 
starting Saturday (Feb. 1) with 
preliminary rounds in all divi-
sions. First round matches start 
on Wednesday, Feb. 5 in Boys 
Division 1 and Thursday, Feb. 
6 in all other divisions for both 
boys and girls.
  The only local team which 
is seeded is Western (12-3) in 
Boys Division 4. The Pioneers 
are the Coast League champi-
ons.
  Western will open against 
Damien (8-2), an at-large team 
from the Baseline League.
  In Division 5, Garden Grove 
(6-0), champs of the Golden 
West League will take on Tem-
escal Canyon (10-1) champions 
of the Mountain Pass League.
  No local girls’ teams qualified 
for the championships.
  The Tribune covers high 
school teams that serve the 

communities of Garden Grove, 
Huntington Beach, Stanton and 
Westminster.

By Miles Gaskins/ Orange County Tribune

  The Garden Grove Argonauts boys basketball team defeated the 
Ocean View Seahawks 57-47, to secure a CIF-SS playoff spot on 
Friday night.  The Argonauts were in control for most of the game, 
and despite a fourth quarter push from Ocean View, Grove was able 
to pull away in crunch time.
  With the win Garden Grove improves to 15-12 and 4-3 in league.  
Ocean View will drop to 6-20 and 2-5 in league.
  Junior forward Ethan Juarez led the way for the Argonauts with 
18 points.  Garden Grove also received key contributions from ju-
nior big man Nieman Quach who finished with 11 points, four as-
sists and two steals. Sophomore wing Diego Serrano knocked down 
three three-pointers and grabbed seven rebounds.
  Quach went on a 6-0 run by himself late in the fourth quarter just 
as Ocean View had cut Grove’s lead to three at 41-38.   This run 
seemingly secured the win for the Argonauts.
  Ocean View had big contributions from senior forward Zeke Case, 
finishing with 14 points and 10 rebounds, and junior guard Calvin 
Flanagan who also finished with 14 points.
  Argo Coach Andrew Scimeca was satisfied with his team’s overall 
performance.
  “We have come a long way from having two wins a year ago, to 
where we are today.   The last couple weeks the guys have been 
doing a really good job of executing game plans, and they did the 
same thing tonight in closing this one out.”
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Will and Reese star in ‘You’re Cordially Invited’
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The meaning and customs of
the lunar new year, all over

ly, is Weston, who is so good as 
a hard-to-impress matriarch that 
you could just as easily drop her 
into a family drama.
  Ferrell, who has made unad-
justed fathers a specialty since 
“Saturday Night Live,” finds 
more ways to make Jim a com-
pelling comic character than 
most anyone could. 
  Having the chance to see him 
in a big studio comedy has got-
ten so foolishly infrequent that 

“You’re Cordially Invited” is 
worth RSVP’ing to for that too-
rare opportunity, in itself.
 Somewhat surprisingly, “You’re 
Cordially Invited” doesn’t cul-
minate in a big comic set piece 
but puts much — maybe too 
much — of its energy into talk-
ing through Jim and Margot’s 
hang-ups. 
  There’s a clever, self-aware 
theme of honesty: too little of it 
in Jim and Jenni’s performative 
dynamic, and too much of it in 
Margot’s cynical family rela-
tionships. 
  That all of this hangs together 
is a testament, most of all, to 
Witherspoon deftness as a per-
former. 
 In a movie in which Ferrell 

wrestles an alligator and Nick 
Jonas cameos (winningly) as a 
singing pastor, you don’t doubt 
Witherspoon for a moment.

  “You’re Cordially Invited,” an 

Amazon MGM Studios release 
is rated R by the Motion Pic-
ture Association for “language 
throughout and some sexual 
references.” Running time: 
109 minutes. 

enough.”
  In Malaysia, the crackling of 
firecrackers greeted the new 
year outside Guan Di temple 
in the capital, Kuala Lumpur, 
followed by lion dances to the 
rhythmic beat of drums and 
small cymbals.
  Ethnic Chinese held incense 
sticks in front of them and 
bowed several times inside the 
temple before sticking the in-
cense into elaborate gold-col-
ored pots, the smoke rising from 
the burning tips.
  Hundreds of people lined up 
on the eve of the Lunar New 
Year at the Wong Tai Sin Taoist 
temple in Hong Kong in a bid to 
be among the first to put incense 
sticks in the stands in front of 
the temple’s main hall at 11 p.m.
 “I wish my family will be 
blessed. I hope my business will 
run well. I pray for my country 
and wish people peace. I hope 
this coming year is a better 
year,” said Ming So, who vis-
its the temple every year for the 
late-night ritual.
  Online, Google joined in with 
the festivities Wednesday by 
featuring the classic snake game 
on its homepage.
  Many Chinese who work in 
bigger cities return home during 
the eight-day national holiday in 
what is described as the world’s 
biggest annual movement of hu-
manity. The exodus turns Bei-
jing, China’s capital, into a bit of 
a ghost town, with many shops 
closed and normally crowded 
roads and subways emptied.
 Traditionally, Chinese families 
gather for a festive dinner at 
home on New Year’s Eve. On 
the Lunar New Year, many visit 
temples to pray and attend tem-
ple fairs to watch performances 
and buy snacks, toys and other 
trinkets.
“I bring my children here to 

experience the atmosphere, be-
cause the New Year atmosphere 
... is fading,” Beijing resident 
Wang Xinxin said at a temple 
fair at Ditan Park, the former 
Temple of Earth in the Ming and 
Qing dynasties.
  “Children like mine don’t have 
much idea what New Year was 
like in Beijing before, but here 
we can still see some elements 
of it,” Wang said.
 The government has curtailed 
non-official celebrations, with 
major cities outlawing the noisy 
firecrackers that once reverberat-
ed around Beijing and left some 
blocks enshrouded in smoke.
 Many Chinese take advantage of 
the extended holiday to travel in 
the country and abroad. Ctrip, an 
online booking agency that oper-
ates Trip.com, said the most pop-
ular overseas destinations this 
year are Japan, Thailand, Hong 
Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, Aus-
tralia, the United States, South 
Korea, Macao and Vietnam.
  In Moscow, Russians cheered, 
waved and took smartphone 
photos of drummers, costumed 
dancers and long dragon and 
snake figures held aloft in a col-
orful procession that kicked off 
a 10-day Lunar New Year festi-
val on Tuesday night.

Sports ReTorts
Continued from page 6

– is anyone suggesting that the 
NFL play two or three games a 
week to maximize ad revenue? 
Part of the attraction is the 
“event” nature of the sport.
  So … 50 games. Ten-minute 
quarters. Playoffs that involve 
no more than a third of the 
teams in the league. Good play-
ers will last longer, and so will 
the attention span of fans (and 
viewers). Sometimes less really 
is more.
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Retorts: Are
you present?
not with “here” but the snarky 
“present.” That’s the kind of 
nimrod I wouldn’t mind deport-
ing.

Continued from page 6
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Rematches can add to the excitement
Kelce and Chris Jones for Kan-
sas City and Jalen Hurts, Lane 
Johnson and A.J. Brown for 
Philadelphia.
  Many played big roles in the 
last Super Bowl meeting. Hurts 
rushed for three TDs and threw a 
45-yard scoring strike to Brown, 
while Mahomes threw three TD 
passes, including one to Kelce, 
Nick Bolton returned a fumble 
for a touchdown and Harrison 
Butker kicked the game-win-
ning field goal with 8 seconds 
left.
  There have only been nine Su-
per Bowl rematches in the pre-
vious 58 games, with just four 
happening in a five-year span 
before this rematch. The win-
ners of those three rematches 
were the teams that won the first 
meeting.
  Here’s a look at the other times 
there was a Super Bowl rematch 
within five seasons of the first 
meeting:

Chiefs vs. 49ers
  Mahomes rallied Kansas City 
from a 10-point deficit in the 
fourth quarter for a 31-20 win in 
Super Bowl 54, with his biggest 
play being a 44-yard pass on 
third-and-15 to Tyreek Hill that 
sparked the comeback.
  The 49ers kept it even closer 
last season in a back-and-forth 
game that featured three go-
ahead scoring drives led by 
Brock Purdy in the fourth quar-
ter or overtime. But it wasn’t 
enough to topple Mahomes.
 Mahomes engineered two late 
game-tying field goal drives 
in regulation. He then took ad-
vantage of San Francisco coach 
Kyle Shanahan’s decision to 
start overtime with the ball by 
responding to a field goal by the 
Niners with a walk-off 3-yard 
TD pass to Mecole Hardman for 
Kansas City’s third title in this 
current run.

Giants vs. Patriots
 Eli Manning and the Giants 
spoiled New England’s bid for a 
perfect season in 2007 and then 
pulled off the upset again four 
years later.
 The Patriots came into Super 
Bowl 42 with an 18-0 record 
and were on the brink of match-
ing the perfect season of the 
1972 Dolphins when Tom Brady 
threw a 6-yard TD pass to Ran-
dy Moss to make it 14-10 with 
2:42 to go.
  But Manning drove New York 
down the field — with help from 
David Tyree’s helmet catch — 
and threw a game-winning TD 
to Plaxico Burress to stun New 
England.
 Manning did it again in the 
2011 season, driving to a game-
winning touchdown with 57 
seconds left for a 21-17 win.

Cowboys vs. Bills
  Dallas and Buffalo had the only 
Super Bowl rematch in consecu-
tive seasons, meeting at the end 
of the 1992 and 1993 campaigns.
The Cowboys got the best of 
both.
  They used nine takeaways and 
four TD passes from Troy Aik-
man to hand the Bills a 52-17 
loss in Super Bowl 27.
 The rematch was closer but had 
the same result. James Washing-
ton returned a fumble for a TD 
early in the third quarter to tie 
the game and Emmitt Smith ran 
for two TDs in the second half 
for a 30-13 win.

Steelers vs. Cowboys
 The Cowboys were on the 
wrong end of a Super Bowl re-
match in the 1970s, losing to the 
Steelers following the 1975 and 
1978 seasons.
 Dallas became the first wild-

card team to reach the title game 
in Super Bowl 10 thanks to a 
desperation pass to beat Min-
nesota and a blowout against the 
Rams.
 But they fell short against the 
Steel Curtain in the second sec-
ond-half in Super Bowl history. 
Pittsburgh got a safety, two field 
goals and a 64-yard touchdown 
catch by Super Bowl MVP Lynn 
Swann in the fourth quarter of a 
21-17 win to complete back-to-
back titles for the Steelers.
 Pittsburgh won again three 
years later in the first Super 

Bowl rematch to deny Dallas 
back-to-back championships.
 MVP Terry Bradshaw threw 
four TD passes and Jackie Smith 
dropped a potential touchdown 
for Dallas. Roger Staubach’s 
late rally fell short and the Steel-
ers won their third Super Bowl 
title 35-31.
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