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Suspect in
Murder Try
IS Arrested

Guevara, 38, is held for
March shooting incident

By Jim Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

A fugitive suspect in a
shooting in a March 2025
incident in Huntington
Beach was arrested Thurs-
day in Huntington Beach.
According to the HBPD,
taken into custody was
Sergio Mario Guevara,
38, of Huntington Beach.

He was booked into the
city jail for attempted
murder.

The original incident took
place on March 16 at around
8:50 p.m. in the area of the
7000 block of Mandrell
Drive, near Oak View El-
ementary School.

Arriving officers found

two victims suffering from
gunshot wounds which
were not life-threatening.
The suspect had fled be-
fore police were on the
scene.

The shooter was identi-
fied as Guevara and the in-
cident is believed to have
been gang-related.

He was arrested without
incident near Beach Bou-
levard and Warner Av-
enue. The HBPD SWAT
team served a search war-
rant at a home in the 7800
block of Slater Ave.

Anyone with informa-
tion related to the case is
encouraged to contact De-
tective Isai Rodriguez at
(714) 536-5970.

B STANTON CITY COUNCIL

3.5% raise considered
for the city manager

A 3.5 percent pay raise
for City Manager Han-
nah Shin-Heydorn will go
before the Stanton City
Council when it meets on
Tuesday.

If approved, her annual
salary will be $285,136 ef-

fective on July 1, 2025.

That 3.5 increase is the
same provided this year
for all city employees.

Also on Tuesday night,
the council will take up
continuance of a procla-

Continued on page 2

With a theme of “Legacy of Bravery,’

MUSIC ON MAIN STREET

" law enforcement and military music and
vehicles were featured on Main Street in Huntington Beach for the 121st an-
nual 4th of July Parade. Above, a bagpipe group —the Association of County
Sheriffs — plays patriotic tunes for large crowds on a sunny Friday morning
along a stretch of the thoroughfare. Events continue through Sunday.

Diligent police seek
suspect in theft at
S. Ana supermarket

It’s been more than a
month, but the Santa Ana
Police Department doesn’t
give up easily.

SAPD is seeking the pub-
lic’s help in locating a sus-
pect who went “shopping”
for — and stole — about
$1,500 worth of merchan-
dise from a Stater Bros.
supermarket and left in a
pickup truck.

The incident took place
on Wednesday, June 2 at
the market at 2630 W. Ed-
inger Ave. The suspect en-
tered with a shopping cart
with a tool hidden under

his clothing.

He then went to multiple
aisles and used the tool to
unlock several cabinets
containing expensive li-
quor. The alcohol, a cooler
and food was grabbed
before leaving the store
without paying.
According to police, the
suspect left the scene in
a white Ford-150 pickup
truck..

He is described as a
male Hispanic about 25-
35 years old with brown
eyes and a black beard. He
hada medium build and

SUSPECT SOUGHT
(SAPD image).

was wearing a brown T-
shirt, light blue jeans and
a black Chicago White
Sox baseball cap.
Anyone with information
about the suspect is asked
to contact Detective R.
Wilson at (714) 245-8551
or rashadwilson@santa-
ana.org.

For breaking news and sports all week long, go to
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Continued from page 1

Stanton City manager may get raise

Continued from page 1

mation of a local emergency
caused by the homelessness cri-
sis.

In an accompanying staff report,
it’s stated that from 2019 to

2024, the “point in time” count
of homeless persons in Stan-
ton increased by 138 percent.
By contrast, Garden Grove has
seen a 38 percent decrease over
that period.

The council will meet at 6:30
p.m. in City Hall at 7800 Katella
Ave.
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Great Food & Atmosphere
for the Whole Family!

Enjoy our crazy Elvis-themed restaurant
serving Awesome Mexican Food!

In the mood to sing? Join us for Family
Karaoke on Friday & Saturday nights.

Restaurant & Lounge

DOGS AND CATS AGREE:

‘““We love Dr. Leung!”’

Looking for a veterinarian who is:
e compassionate? e experienced?
o fair-priced? e conveniently-located?

Alamitos Animal Hospital is a
full-service facility and will treat
urgent and routine medical, surgical,
and dental issues. Albert Leung is
experienced in all types of conditions
and treatments. Beyond first-rate pet
care, we make our clinic comfort-
able, kid-friendly, and a very calm
environment so your pet — and you
—can relax in the waiting room.

IALAMITOS

M@ANIMAL HOSPITAL

7122 Garden Grove Blvd., Westminster
(just west of Knott and Goldenwest)
Call (714) 893-3591 or go to:
Alamitosanimalhospital.com
Open Monday through Saturday

Save money on
your business
phone service

Receive multiple
quotes from

top-rated
VolP providers

(714) 820-9007

Follow local govern-

ment, education

and public safety

news, along with

coverage of the arts
scene and sports
each Wednesday
and Saturday in
The Orange County
Tribune. For a free
subscription, send
as request to us

at orangecounty-

tribune @ gmail.

com and we’ll get it
started.

Follow local high school and professional sports each
Wednesday and Saturday in The Orange County Tribune.

You have
friends in
Real Estate

The team of Scott
and Rebecca Weimer
will put their 74 years
of combined experi-
ence and expertise to
work for you. They
are caring, honest,
knowledgable,
hard-working and
ethical. They've put
the client’s best inter-
ests first since 1978.

They offer
diversified real
estate sales
and services
Wlth the 73
personal “§

touch. v

Weimer

REALTOR

& Associates

AN INDEPENDENT
REAL ESTATE
BROKERAGE

714-534-0992

12866 Main St,
Suite 100, Garden Grove
Garden Grove CA 92840
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News&Views

The flavor of
doing things the
right way

Nicely Done Dept.: If
you’re like me (or us) you are
always on the lookout for an
outstanding new restaurant in
our West Orange County cities.
Just opened (a kind of “soft
opening”) is the Thirsty Cow
Korean BBQ in the Eastgate
Plaza at
Chapman
Avenue
and Valley
View Street
in West
Garden
Grove.

It’s been
months in
the making
but well
worth the
wait. The
interior is elegant and comfort-
able and the food is outstanding.
If you’re not familiar with Ko-
rean barbecue, you should know
that’s there’s a brazier built into
your table and you quite literally
cook your own food.

The choice of meats and side
dishes are remarkably tasty and
after a (short) while you have
earned your chef’s title.

It’s not cheap. but it’s well
worth it. They’re open week-
days at 4 p.m. and weekends for
lunch and dinner. And chop-
sticks aren’t that hard to master.

Nicely Done Dept. Part 2:
My Angels’ and Dodgers’ caps
off to the students, teachers and
coaches in the Garden Grove
Unified School District — as
reported in the Anaheim paper —
collecting food items to bring to
families fearful of going out in
public because of the immigra-
tion crackdown.

I’m hopeful that even im-
migration hawks don’t want
children to go hungry because
of the administration’s policies
toward folks (and their families)
who may not be here illegally.

We owe our fellow humans a
minimum amount of kindness
and empathy, regardless of our
politics.

Retorts
Jim Tortolano

HOUSE FIRE on Monroe Street in Garden Grove (above). Photo
below shows damage to out-building (OCFA photos).

Fast action stops spread
of house fire in G. Grove

An aggressive attack by fire-
fighters quickly contained a
house fire in Garden Grove on
Tuesday.

According to the Orange County
Fire Authority, which provides
fire and paramedic service to
Garden Grove (as well as Stan-
ton and Westminster), the call
came in at 3:01 p.m. regarding

a blaze in the 13000 block of
Monroe Street, between Beach
Boulevard and Newland Street.
Firefighters were able to confine
the fire to the home of origin and
kept it from spreading to nearby
houses.

There were no reported injuries
and the cause of the fire is under
investigation.

SUGAR BEETS

History Minute
I
Sweet times down
in Westminster

The P.E. right-of-way for the
Red Cars wasn't the only rail
line key to the area. A South-
ern Pacific line ran from Hun-
tington Beach to farmlands in
Westminster that grew sugar
beets. It was known as the
Sugar Line. McFadden Ave,
was called Sugar Road.

Morris to
return as
HB High

principal

Daniel Morris has been an-

| nounced as the new principal of

Huntington Beach High School,
returning to the Oiler campus
after serving as principal of Edi-
son High School.

A long-time member of the
Huntington Beach Union High
School District staff, Morris
served as principal of HBHS for
eight years from 2015 to 2023.

During that time, he has been
praised for fostering a strong
sense of school spirit, promoted
a positive campus culture, and
supported students, staff and
families. He carried these key
principles with him to EHS,
where Morris played an integral
role it is said.

Prior to his time as a princi-
pal, Morris served as an as-
sistant principal across mul-
tiple HBUHSD campuses at
Edison High School, Hunting-
ton Beach Adult School, Coast
High School, and Marina High
School, totaling over 17 years
as a leader within HBUHSD.

When asked about his return
to HBHS, Morris said, “Hun-
tington Beach High School has
always held a special place in
my heart. I’'m honored and ex-
cited to rejoin the Oiler com-
munity. We’ve got an incredible
staff, outstanding students, and a
proud legacy, and I can’t wait to
get to work, side by side, to take
HB to the next level.”

DANIEL MORRIS (HBUHSD)
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NewsUpdate

Trump Slgns ‘Bg Beautiful Bill’

Tax cuts, money
for defense and
deportations

The controversy and far-reach-
ing “Big Beautiful Bill” that
barely squeezed through both
houses of Congress was signed
into law Friday by President
Donald Trump.

It contains tax breaks and reduc-
tions in some social safety pro-
grams and more funding for mil-
itary defense and the deportation
of migrants living illegally in the
United States.

According to the Associated
Press the bill includes $4.5 tril-
lion in tax cuts and adds tempo-
rary new tax deductions on tips,
overtime wages and automobile
loans.

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP signed the “Big Beautiful Budget Bill” (Shutterstock)

Among the tax cuts is a provi- The AP reports that — in gen-
sion allowing businesses to im- eral — the wealthiest households
mediately write off the cost of would get a $12,000 boost from

lose $1,600 annually, as mea-
sured by reductions in Medicaid
and food aid.

equipment and research.

the bill, while the poorest would

Flash floods have taken
at least 24 lives in Texas

Warming trend coming on

It’s mid- to-low 80s for us in ourWest Orange

Heavy flooding along the Gua-
dalupe River in central Texas
has claimed the lives of at least
24 people and another two doz-
en are reported missing.

The New York Times is report-
ing that emergency workers had
rescued 230 people but a flood at
Camp Mystic left up to 25 girls
missing.

The area affected is generally
between Ft. Worth on the north

and Austin, the state capital, on
the south.

Flash flooding warnings were
issued around 4 a.m. Fri-
day urging people to “SEEK
HIGHER GROUND NOW!
Life-threatening flash flooding
along the river is expected.”

The flooding alert, given as a
result of heavy rain, was in ef-
fect until 7 p.m. Friday.

on Tuesday,

Great Thoughts

|
“Life must be understood backward. But it must be lived

forward.”
— Saren Kiekegaard.

“Dwell on the beauty of life. Watch the stars and see
yourself running with them.”

— Marcus Aurelius

“Never let your sense of morals prevent you from doing

what is right.”
— Isaac Asimov

What’s described as a record
number of drones were launched
by Russia at the Ukrainian capi-
tal of Kyiv on Friday.
According to United Press Inter-
national, one person died and 26
were wounded in the air strikes.

The aerial attacks lasted eight
hours, sending many into shel-
ters such as subways and under-
ground parking lots.

County cities heading into the new week.The fore-
cast for Saturday is for a daytime high of 84 with
an overnight low of 61. Sunday and Monday will
be a bit cooler at 81 (62) and then Tuesday will heat
up to 85 (66). Partly cloudy skies will be in place
through Monday, giving way to mostly sunny skies

Record drone attack by

Russia launched at Kyiv;
one killed, 26 wounded

The war — termed a “Special
Military Operation” by Russia,
has been raging since February
2022 when Russian troops in-
vaded.

U.S. President Donald Trump
reported there has been “no
progress” in a plans for a cease-
fire after speaking with Russian
President Vladimir Putin by
phone.
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Arts&Living

Uma, Charlize Share ‘Old Guard 2’

Cliffhanger might
benefit from a
different ending

By Lindsey Bahr
AP Film Writer

About 80 minutes into “The Old
Guard 2,” I found myself wonder-
ing how the filmmakers were go-
ing to wrap things up. There were
a lot of threads dangling with
Charlize Theron’s gang of immor-
tal warriors, split up and facing
extinction, and she still had yet to
face off with the new villain, Dis-
cord (apparently the first immor-
tal), played by Uma Thurman.

The promise of a showdown be-
tween The Bride and Furiosa may
not justify the existence of this
sequel, now streaming on Netf-
lix, but it was something to look
forward to nonetheless. And while
they do fight, for a little, some-
thing even crazier happens not
too long after: The movie ends or,
rather, stops mid-climax. An end-
ing was never part of the plan.

This might be an attempt at a
cheeky nod to the life of an im-
mortal — what is an ending after
all, I guess? But unlike the first
film, which merely left the door
open for the possibility of a se-
quel, “The Old Guard 2” cuts off
mid-movie. Not only is there no
option to “continue watching,”
there’s no promise we’ll even get
an “Old Guard 3.”

Moviegoers endure a lot of par-
tial stories in these days of fran-
chise filmmaking, ever desperate
for a built-in audience. With some,
you know a resolution is coming
at a later date, as with “Mission:
Impossible” or “Wicked.” With
others, like “Dune,” a part two or
three might have been a question
mark, but the intention was unam-
biguously there. There’s nothing
fun or enjoyable about being sur-
prised that you’ve been watching
a “part one” the whole time, espe-
cially on a service that has helped
train us to click next episode.

Perhaps that also has to do with
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HENRY Golding, Luca Marinelli, Marwan Kenzari, Charlize Theron and KiKi Layne in a scene

from “The Old Guard 2.” (Netflix)

Movie Review

the quality of “The Old Guard 2,”
which feels like a step down from
the first movie, which provided
much-needed escapism in the
summer of 2020 as we met Ther-
on’s Andromache the Scythian
(Andy, for short) and welcomed
KiKi Layne’s new immortal Nile.

It ended with Booker (Matthias
Schoenaerts) being exiled for a
betrayal and the tease that An-
dy’s old companion Quynh (Van
Veronica Ngo6), was still alive.
Quynh is, understandably, not
thrilled that she was left at the bot-
tom of the ocean for centuries.

She wants to punish Andy the
most — the movie heavily im-
plies that they were more than sis-
ters in arms, but never quite goes
so far as to confirm that their love
was romantic, which is especially
strange given that it doesn’t shy
away from letting Nicky (Luca
Marinelli) and Joe (Marwan Ken-
zari) be an out gay couple.

One of the most significant be-
hind-the-scenes changes is that
Gina Prince-Bythewood ( “The
Woman King,” “Love & Basket-

ball”) ceded directing duties to
Victoria Mahoney, who has di-
rected episodes of “Queen Sugar”
and “You” and served as second
unit director on “Star Wars: The
Rise of Skywalker.” Working off
Greg Rucka and Sarah L. Walk-
er’s screenplay, the movies opens
with a lively action sequence in
which the immortals attempt to
nab an arms dealer. Nicky and Joe
are the distractors, getting their
own James Bond-esque car chase,
while Nile, Andy and Copley
(Chiwetel Ejiofor) get more hand-
to-hand combat on the property. It
sets a fun tone and allows for some

Fair: % %

(mostly) welcome exposition —
“remember, you're not immor-
tal anymore” — for those who
might not have the best memory
of something they watched at the
height of the pandemic.

But the film never recaptures
that energy again and devolves
into an increasingly tedious
meditation on time, death and
the science of why Andy lost her
immortality power (which is ap-
proaching “Face/Off” levels of

Continued on page 8

Get in Tone on Sunday in HB

Hunrtington Beach offers more than
just fireworks and parades down-

town this weekend.
As part of the Sunday Summer
in the Park Concert series in the

Central Park (Talbert Avenue and
Goldenwest Street) The Tone Bros.
Band will be performing from 5 to

6:30 p.m. at The Thomas Ridley
Bandstand.

They play acoustic blues and clas-

sic rock and it’s all for free.

TONE BROS. BAND
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TheSportsPages

There’s just no
tying in baseball
never has been

Baseball, America’ oldest
pastime, if not its’ most favorite,
is nevertheless the one with the
most with the most myths, tradi-
tions and superstitions.

Yesterday was July 4, and — as
the spooky would have it — the
teams in Mayor League Baseball
that will win their divisions will
be the Dodgers (of course),
Cubs (prob-
ably), Phillies
(maybe), As-
tros (likely),
Blue Jays
(don’t bet on
it) and Tigers

(bet on it).

The mecha-  m—
nism n

play is the sports

tradition that Retorts

whichever .
team is “first Jim Tortolano

on the 4th” finishes first. Prov-
ably untrue, but nice to hear.
Another myth is you may have
even repeated is “tie goes to the
runner.”

That was never a rule and with
today’s computer metrics and re-
plays, it seems silly, but over the
years many backyard, sandlot
and even a few big league games
have been settled that way.

Either the runner beat the ball
to the base or he didn’t.

We have to face it: just like
Tom Hanks said, “there’s no ty-
ing in baseball.”

Something I've followed
religiously — along with millions
of other diamond minions at all
levels — is you don’t step on a
foul line when coming onto or
off from the field. It somehow
offends the Baseball Gods.

Step on the chalk and before
you know it, you’re pulling a
hamstring muscle running to
first, or losing a fly ball in the
sun (or a bright moon).

Can’t find your car in the park-
ing lot afterwards? Look on the
soles of your shoes and you may
find the evidence there.

Talking to a pitcher on your
team who’s throwing a no-hit-
ter? Get out of town ... literally.

His 3000th Strikeout

Kershaw isn’t
as fast, but maybe
he'’s a bit craftier

By Beth Harris
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Clay-
ton Kershaw was laboring in
pursuit of his 3,000th strikeout.
His pitch count soaring, he was
down to the last batter he would
face, needing one more swing
and miss to become the 20th
pitcher to reach the milestone.

“It’s a little bit harder when
you’re actually trying to strike
people out,” he said, smiling. “I
never really had to do that be-
fore.”

Kershaw accomplished the
feat when Vinny Capra of the
Chicago White Sox took a slid-
er for a called third strike for
the final out of the sixth inning
on Wednesday night.

“I made it interesting. Made it
take too long,” Kershaw said.
“Honestly, I didn’t pitch that
great tonight. The slider was so
bad.”

Continued on page 7
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CLAYTON KERSHAW struck out his 3,000th batter on
Thursday in a Dodger victory (File photo)

Astros hammer Dodgers;
Angels lose it on a bunt

In a battle of division leaders and

potential World Series opponents,
the Houston Astros on Friday
proved they were not overawed
by the defending champion Los
Angeles Dodgers.

The Astros brought their A game
to Chavez Ravine and smashed
the Blue Crew 18-1. The visi-
tors hammered out 20 hits — to
the Dodgers’ six — and scored 10
runs in the sixth inning to turn the
showdown into what used to be
called a “laugher.”

Powered by five home runs, the
visitors never trailed and their
pitching limited the home team
to one extra-base hit, a second

B THE ROUNDUP

inning home run by Will Smith.

In Toronto, the Blue Jays got a
walkoff bunt in the 10th inning
to defeat the Los Angeles An-
gels 4-3 and again tip them off
their .500 status at 43-44.

Ernie Clement’s bunt com-
bined with a wild throw to first
brought in the winning run and
gave the home team their sixth
win in a row.

As for the Angels, trailing 3-0
after six innings, Jo Adell knot-
ted it all up with a three-run
home run in the top of the sev-
enth. It was his 19th homer of

AL West Standings

W-L Pct. GB L10
Houston 53-35 .602 — 8-2
Seattle 46-42 523 7 5-5
ANGELS 43-44 .494 9.5 64
Texas 43-45 489 10 5-5
Athletics 37-53 .411 17 5-5

NL West Standings

W-L Pct. GB L10

DODGERS 55-33 .629 — 8-2
San Diego 47-40 .540 8 5-5
San Fran. 47-42 .528 9  3-7

Arizona 43-45 .489 12.5 3-7
Colorado 20-68 .227 35.5 2-8

the season.

The loss didn’t cost the Halos
third place in the AL West, as
the Texas Rangers lost 3-2 to the
San Diego Padres.
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Clayton Kershshaw’s
3000th strikeout

Continued from page 6

In his 18th season in Los An-
geles, Kershaw joined Walter
Johnson of the Washington
Senators and Bob Gibson of the
St. Louis Cardinals as the only
pitchers with 3,000 or more
strikeouts all for one team.

Freddie Freeman capped a
three-run ninth by singling
in Shohei Ohtani, giving the
Dodgers a 5-4 win. Kershaw
didn’t get a decision.

The sellout crowd of 53,536
was on its feet roaring as the
37-year-old left-hander walked
off the mound to end the sixth.
Kershaw paused and doffed
his cap, with teammates briefly
holding off hugging him to al-
low him to soak in the cheers.

Kershaw waved to his wife
Ellen and four children in the
stands and then patted his chest
and mouthed, “Thank you.”

“I feel bad for Ellen. I know she
was nervous,” he said. “I made
her last six innings out there just

stressed out that I wasn’t going
to get it and have to go to Mil-
waukee to do it.”

Kershaw shared a clubhouse
toast with his teammates,
coaches, training staff and front
office executives.

“Just super thankful for to-
night, super thankful for my
teammates,” he said. “I told my
teammates individual awards
are great, but if you don’t have
anybody to celebrate with it
doesn’t matter.”

The game was delayed for
nearly 6 minutes between pitch-
es, a gap that included a tribute
video.

Kershaw joined Justin Ver-
lander of San Francisco (3,468)
and Max Scherzer of Toronto
(3,412) as the only active pitch-
ers with that many. Kershaw is
just the fourth left-hander in the
club.

“It’s an incredible list,” he
said. “It’s special to finally be

Continued on page 8

Your loved anes are safe with us, Whways

ON NINGTO
[HOMECARE

a division of Donnington Corporation

The Finest Care at Home!

Callforma License # 304700137

All of our Staff are :

Covered by Workers’ Compensation

W-2 Employees (no 1099s)

Finger printed and screened through LiveScan (FBI)
English speaking Citizens or Legal Residents
Licensed in California
TB tested

Tel : (714) 530-7946
Fax : (714) 530-7947
e-mail : donningn@att.net www.donningtoncorp.com
11752 Garden Grove Blvd., Suite 121
Garden Grove, CA 92843-1442

GARDEN GROVE’S
BEST KEPT SECRET

What is behind that big old house and windmill
on Euclid Street south of Chapman Avenue?

Stop by any 1* or 3™ Sunday of every month at
1:30pm and let us show you the history of
Garden Grove

Private tours are available by appointment

Stanley Ranch Historic Village
12174 Buclid Street, Garden Grove 92840
T14-530-8871
gardengrovehistsocilati.net

JUN 1273 - JuL 20T



8 SATURDAY, JULY 5, 2025 /ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE

Clayton Kershaw crosses that 3000 strikeout line

Continued from page 7

in that group.”

Capra, hitting ninth, was retired
on four pitches, with plate um-
pire Jim Wolf calling the third
strike on a slider, Kershaw’s
season-high 100th pitch of the
night. Wolf is the brother of re-
tired pitcher Randy Wolf, once a
teammate of Kershaw’s.

“I wanted it to come easy,” Ker-
shaw said. “I would much rather
have got it done in the first.”

Manager Dave Roberts had

Who helped eradicate the
plague of polio?
Garden Grove Rotary

Who sponsors a defibrilla-
tor program to save lives
when heart attacks strike?
Garden Grove Rotary

Who recognizes 6th grade
students for achievement
in academics and schol-
arship?

Garden Grove Rotary

Who sponsors and con-
tributes to training high
school students on lead-
ership and citizenship?
Garden Grove Rotary.

The Garden Grove
Rotary Club has been
serving the community
since 1953. The modern
club is part of a world-
wide service organization
of over 1 million men and
women.

Interested in doing good
work in your town and en-
joying fellowship and fun
with like-minded leaders
in Garden Grove?
Contact us for meeting
times and more informa-
tion. E-mail: journaldon@
aol.com. Website:
gardengroverotary.com .

said before the game that he
would manage the three-time
Cy Young Award winner differ-
ently with the milestone within
reach. That was apparent when
Kershaw jogged out for the
sixth to an ovation, having al-
ready tossed a season-high 92
pitches with just two strikeouts.
He came into the game needing
three to make history.

“I was going to give him every
opportunity to do it at home,”
Roberts said. “You could see the
emotion he had trying to get that
third strike. It just happened the
way it was supposed to happen.”
Kershaw retired Lenyn Sosa on
three pitches for No. 2,999 in the
fifth. Sosa fouled off Kershaw’s
first two pitches before ending
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the inning by striking out on a
72 mph curveball.

In the third, Miguel Vargas
took called strikes on his first
two pitches before he swung
and missed on another 72 mph
curveball from his former
Dodgers teammate.

Chicago swung aggressively
against Kershaw, who gave up a
two-run homer to Austin Slater
and two more runs as the White
Sox led 4-2 after six innings.

“You could just feel it. They
wanted it for me so bad,” he
said of the crowd. “You could
feel the tension. They were try-
ing to will me to do it.”

Kershaw made history one bat-
ter after Dodgers third baseman
Max Muncy was injured in tag-
ging out Michael A. Taylor on a
steal attempt. Muncy had to be
helped off the field, barely able
to put any weight on his left leg.

Kershaw has provided much-
needed stability for the Dodg-
ers’ pitching staff, which has
been decimated by injuries.
“It’s just again a reminder for
me, for anyone, to never bet
against that guy,” Roberts said
before the game. “It doesn’t
matter — health, stuff — he’s
going to will himself to doing
whatever the team needs.”
Kershaw allowed five runs over
four innings in his first start af-
ter returning from knee and foot
surgeries last offseason. Since
then, he has held opposing bat-
ters to a .222 average.

“The first three months of the

season, we’ve needed some
length from the starter,” Rob-
erts said. “Once he kind of got
his footing after the first few,
he’s done everything and more
that we’ve needed. That doesn’t
go unnoticed.”

In his prime from 2010-15,
Kershaw led the National
League in ERA five times, in
strikeouts three times and wins
twice.

Kershaw had one of the best
seasons ever in 2014, when
he finished with a 21-3 record,
1.77 ERA and 233 strikeouts
to win both the Cy Young and
Most Valuable Player in the
National League.

Age and less dominant stuff
has changed the way Kershaw
does his job. He knows his con-
sistency isn’t the same but with
the depth of the team’s staff, he
doesn’t need to be perfect every
outing.

Kershaw no longer overpow-
ers hitters the way he did dur-
ing the height of his career, but
he remains stubbornly deter-
mined and possesses a crafti-
ness honed over two decades
as well as a slider that still can
fool.

“I’'ve seen him grow more
than any player,” Roberts said.
“Hasn’t lost the compete, but
I think that the world is not as
black and white as he used to
see it. I think that his edges are
softer, I think that fatherhood,
Father Time, does that to a per-
son.”

Uma and Charlize star
in ‘Old Guard 2’ movie

Continued from page 5

insanity). Thurman has a mighty
good scowl as the “bad immortal”
who long ago decided she didn’t
have any desire to help the hu-
mans who persecuted her kind,
but the movie seems to be saving
her big moment for later.

Overall “The Old Guard 2” is
fine, a bit of a background movie
that’s probably easy enough to
tune in and out of (though Schoe-
naerts, a standout, gives it some
real pathos).

Its greatest sin is the non-ending,
which might have moviegoers

engaging in their own rants about
wasted time. Cliffhangers are a
gamble — when the movie is
satisfying on its own, it can leave
them wanting more.

In this case, it might just leave
them angry. Audiences in 2025
deserve better.

“The Old Guard 2,” a Netflix
release now streaming, is rated R
by the Motion Picture Association
for “sequences of graphic vio-
lence and some language.” Run-
ning time: 105 minutes.



