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AS PART of a crackdown on drunk driving, Garden 
Grove police not only conducted checkpoints, but in-
vited members of the public to guess what their blood 
alcohol content was as taking a drink (GGPD photo).
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Chad Williams
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from colleagues
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Rams should be
elite in 2025
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Airshow Deal
Wins Approval 
By A 6-1 Vote

So just how
drunk do
you think
you are?

 You might not think that the 
weekend leading up to Labor 
Day would especially be a 
time for drinking and driving, 
but checkpoints in Garden 
Grove resulted in a signifi-
cant haul of arrests, tows and 
tickets.
 The Garden Grove Police 
Department conducted check-
points on Friday and Saturday 
evenings (and into the early 
hours of the following days) 
looking at over more than 
1,900 vehicles.
 During that time, police made 
13 arrests for driving under 
the influence (of alcohol and/
or drugs). Sixteen cars were 
towed and impounded and 30 
tickets were written for vari-
ous vehicle code violations.
 Also, officers visited neigh-
borhood as restaurants and 
bars to educate the commu-
nity on the dangers of im-
paired driving and to test their 
knowledge by guessing their 
own blood alcohol content 
after consuming some liquor.

By Jim Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

 Celebrations were the 
order of business at Tues-
day night’s meeting of the 
Garden Grove Unified 
School District Board of 
Education,
 Eleven elementary  schools 
in the GGUSD have been 
declared California Distin-
guished School for show-

ing exceptional academic 
outcomes or great success 
in closing the achievement 
gap.
  That’s the most in Orange 
County and topped only 
by the huge Los Angeles 
Unified School District, 
which is 14 times larger 
than the GGUSD.

 The board presented 
framed certificates to rep-
resentatives  – principals, 
teachers and other staff 
– from Anthony, Barker, 
Brookhurst, Cook. Eisen-
hower, Excelsior, Hill, 
Patton, Peters K-3 and 4-6 
and Zeyen schools.
 Also on Tuesday the 
board approved by a  4-0 
vote – with Trustee Dina 

By a staff writer

 It took several hours of 
public comments and 
council discussion, but a 
40-year agreement for the 
Pacific Air Show – sched-
uled this year for Oct. 3-5 
– was approved by the 
Huntington Beach  City 
Council on Tuesday night.
 The council voted 6-1 in 
favor with Councilman 
Chad Williams opposed.
 What the council agreed 
upon was certifying an 
environmental impact re-
port and authorizing the 
event agreement with Pa-
cific Airshow LCC and 

to amend a contract with 
Environmental Sciences 
Associates to appropriate 
$250,000 for the airshow 
environmental impact re-
port and “ongoing mitiga-
tion monitoring.”
 Public comments on the 
deal were mostly nega-
tive, citing environmental 
concerns and the financial 
details of the deal, which 
was described by critics as 
worth $50 million over the 
course of the agreement.
 Six council members 
spoke in favor of the deal, 
arguing that it would pro-
vide economic benefit to 
the community as well as 
net income to the city.
 But the final council-
member to speak, Chad 
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GGUSD fetes
10 ‘distinguished’
grade schools

Williams, attempted to pour 
cold water on the agreement. He 
called into question estimates of 
the benefits and costs.
 “How much is the TOT (“bed 
tax” paid by hotel guests at ho-

tels)? We don’t know,” he said. 
“How much will we get in more 
tax revenue? We don’t know.”
 Williams suggested that econo-
mists be consulted to determine 
with more precision the prom-
ised financial benefits and costs.

 After his substitute motion to 
amend the deal to keep the 40-
year deal and keep the “deal 
points” intact for one year but 
then renegotiate them after-
wards failed, the full council 
voted to approve the original 
plan, with Williams dissenting.

Nguyen absent – acceptance of 
a bid from The Wooden Floor 
to expand after-school modern 
dance offerings in concert with 
the Boys & Girls Club of Garden 
Grove. Funding comes from the 
State of California.
  Also the board accepted a bid 
for cybersecurity services from 
Nth Generation Computing 
Inc.  to strengthen protection 
for data and “safeguarding” the 
GGUSD’s “digital environ-
ment.”
 The bid is for $1,259,277 and 
funding comes from the Federal 
Communications Commission.
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Hello,Campero,
and a farewell
to JC Penney
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Boulevard 
in Garden 
Grove, at 
the same 
corner with 
Target.
  Born in 
Guatemala 
years ago, 
it’s now 
booming 
across 
Orange 
County, 
with eateries also in Stanton 
(10551 Beach Blvd., south of 
Cerritos Avenue), Anaheim and 
Santa Ana (two locations).
  You have a choice of grilled 
(my favorite) and fried chicken 
along with a variety of sides. 
On top of that, you get a real 
metal fork and a real plate to eat 
from. A nice worker bee buses 
your table, too.
   It’s a pretty good option ...
  On another point, I have 
been touched by the number 
of people who are grieving the 
imminent departure of the JC 
Penney store from Westminster 
Mall.
   They recall memories of 
buying prom dresses and other 
nostalgic connections to what 
was once one of America’s larg-
est – and now shrinking – retail 
operations.
  Long-time Garden Grovers 
may remember a JC Penney 
in the center of the old Or-
ange County Plaza (now The 
Promenade). That’s where my 
brother and I got our Boy Scout 
uniforms and accessories.
 (Girl Scouts went to SQR in 
Anaheim).
 It had its fans, but it was fairly 
small by department store stan-

Continued on page 8

Convict threatened
pregnant woman
at Fullerton bus stop

  Here and Then Dept.: Chick-
ens may not find this to be good 
news, but there’s a new entry in 
the poultry-peddling business 
and it’s pretty tasty.
  It’s called Pollo Campero, 
and its latest local location is at 
Chapman Avenue and Harbor 

How ‘Surf City’ got
the ‘Surf City’ name

History Minute

Orange County Tribune

Curbs on the
sale of kratom
products in OC

27-Year Hate Crime Sentence

 How did Huntington Beach 
become known as “Surf City”? 
The sport now known as surf-
ing was introduced to HB in 
1904 by veteran Hawaiian surfer 
George Freeth, who was invited 
to demonstrate the sport at the 
city pier in 1914.  But the 1963 
song, “Surf City,” written by the 
Beach Boys’ Brian Wilson and 
recorded by Jan and Dean, re-
ally made the connection and 

reached number one on the 
pop charts, even before “Surfin’ 
USA” by the Beach Boys.

CHEER UP! IT’S BACK TO SCHOOL

THE NEW SCHOOL year was celebrated at Bell Intermediate 
School in Garden Grove at  the annual Back to School night. Garden 
Grove Unified School District trustee Teri Rocco was on hand to help 
celebrate GGUSD photo).

  SANTA ANA (AP) — A Cali-
fornia man was sentenced Fri-
day to 27 years to life in prison 
for making racist threats against 
a pregnant Black woman after 
prosecutors appealed an earlier, 
lighter sentence, officials said.
 Tyson Mayfield, 49, pleaded 
guilty in a court-offered deal in 
2019 to get a five-year sentence 

that the Orange County District 
Attorney’s office opposed and 
later appealed.
 An appeals panel rejected the 
decision, and Mayfield was 
retried and convicted of mak-
ing criminal threats with an en-
hancement for a hate crime.
  “Over the last six years we have 
fought and fought and fought for 
justice in this case,” District At-
torney Todd Spitzer said in a 
statement. “Justice was finally 
served today against a man who 
spent decades hating others, and 
now he will spend decades be-

hind bars where he belongs.”
A message was left at the public 
defender’s office seeking com-
ment.
  Mayfield was accused of threat-
ening and yelling racial slurs at 
a woman who was eight months 
pregnant at a bus stop in Ful-
lerton in 2018, prompting her to 
use pepper spray to protect her-
self and run for help.
Authorities said Mayfield, who 
is white and has a swastika tat-
too, had prior convictions for 
attacking bystanders, including 

  The Orange County Board of 
Supervisors passed an ordinance 
last week authored by Supervi-
sor Janet Nguyen (First District) 
restricting the sale, distribution 
or possession of synthetic kra-
tom products some parts of the 
county.
  These are primarily sold in 
smoke and vape shops as a rem-
edy for quitting opioids. The 
ordinance goes into effect late 
September.
  Southland cities such as New-
port Beach, San Diego and 
Oceanside have outlawed kra-
tom entirely, which is derived 
from Southeast Asian tree 
leaves. The ordinance will take 
affect this summer within unin-
corporated Orange County. 
 Users report that kratom acts 
a stimulant and pain reliever, 
however the Mayo Clinic has la-
beled the substance “unsafe and 
ineffective.”
 “Every few years we learn 
about dangerous narcotics that 
can be created by utilizing in-
gredients purchased over the 
counter,” Nguyen said. “Kratom 
has been linked to thousands of 
cases of liverndamage, seizures, 
and even death, the Mayo Clinic 
reported.”



NewsUpdate

    
  Venezuela president warns

Trump against a ‘fight’
Weather: Cooling off a bit

Great Thoughts

  “Aging is not a loss of youth but a stage of opportunity and 
strength.”
– Betty Friedan, writer

“A man is not old until regrets take the place of dreams.”
– John Barrymore, actor

“This is to be mortal, and seek the things beyond mortality.”
– Lord Byron, author

Illinois governor
says there’s no
need to do that

GOV. JB PRITZKER of Illinois and other state governors meeting with President Donald 
Trump (Shutterstock).

Troops Coming to Chicago, Baltimore?

  The days of temperatures hitting 90 degrees in our 
West Orange County cities appear to be over, at least for 
a while. The forecasts call for a daytime high of 86 on 
Wednesday under partly skies. Thursday is expected to 
cool to 82 (66) and drop again on Friday to 79 (65). Satur-
day will warm slightly to 80 (61). Partly cloudy conditions 
will persist into the weekend.

Judge says use of troops
in Los Angeles during
the protests was illegal

 The intervention of federal 
law enforcement to fight crime 
in Chicago and Baltimore will 
be ordered, President Donald 
Trump said on Tuesday.
“We’re going in,” said Trump 
about Chicago. “I didn’t say 
when. I have an obligation. This 
isn’t a political thing.”
 Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker said 
that sending military troops and 
federal agents into the nation’s 
third-largest city wasn’t neces-
sary or wanted, according to the 
Associated Press.
  Pritzker urged Chicagoans to be 
watchful and film and publicize 
interactions with federal agents. 
“Authoritarians thrive on your 
silence. Be loud for America,” 
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he said.
 Chicago Mayor Brandon John-
son said that violence in the city 
is influenced by guns brought in 
from neighboring states such as 

Indiana where guns are more 
freely available and legal.
The AP reports that in 2024, 
Chicago had 573 homicides – 
the most in the nation, but that 

the number was decreasing and 
some other cities – including those 
in “red states” (St. Louis, New Or-
leans, Atlanta and Indianapolis) have 
higher murder rates per capita.

  President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela warned President Trump 
that his nation would use “an armed fight”to  resist American mili-
tary action near that nation’s shores.
 The New York Times is reporting that Maduro claimed that U.S. 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio was trying to spur a war in the 
Caribbean.
 “Watch out,” said Maduro on Monday,”because Mr. Rubio wants 
to stain your hands with blood.”
 On Tuesday it was announced that U.S. military forces had 
launched a “lethal strike” against a suspected drug vessel which 
reportedly departed from a Venezuelan port.

 The use of California National 
Guard troops in Los Angeles to 
control protests was not legal, a 
federal judge has ruled.
 United Press International re-
ports that U.S. District Court 
Judge Charles Breyer of Califor-
nia said in a ruling that the use 
of federalized National Guard 
soldiers and U.S. Marines to 
protect federal agents during the 

immigration “crackdown” were 
a violation of the 19th century 
Posse Comitatus Act, prohibit-
ing the use of troops in law en-
forcement.
 Breyer wrote that Trump and 
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 
were intending to “create a na-
tional police force with the presi-
dent as its chief.”
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Movie Preview

Sequels Will Light Up Hollywood

Continued on page 8

Here’s what  to
expect in cinemas
for Sptember

• “The Baltimorons” (IFC, in 
theaters): Jay Duplass directs 
this quirky Baltimore odyssey 
about a man (Michael Strassner) 
and his emergency dentist (Liz 
Larsen) on Christmas Eve.

Sept. 12
• “Downton Abbey: The Grand 
Finale” (Focus Features, in the-
aters): Julian Fellowes brings his 
Crawley family saga to a close 
in this third and supposedly final 
“Downton Abbey” film.
• “The History of Sound” (Mubi, 
in theaters): Paul Mescal and 
Josh O’Connor star in Oliver 
Hermanus’ New England-set pe-
riod romance.
• “Spinal Tap: The End Contin-
ues” (Bleecker Street, in the-
aters): Rob Reiner and company 
return for a sequel to the 1984 
mockumentary classic.
• “Nirvanna the Band the Show 
the Movie” (Neon, in theaters): 
Matt Johnson and Jay McCarrol 
bring their cult comedy series to 
the big screen.
•“Rabbit Trap” (Magnolia, in 
theaters): Rosy McEwen and 
Dev Patel play musicians re-
cording a record in the Welsh 

By an Associated Press writer

 Daniel Craig’s Benoit Blanc is 
back. So are the stars of “Wick-
ed” and the animals of “Zooto-
pia.”
  Summer may be known as se-
quel season, but part twos, and 
threes, will play big roles this 
fall at the movies. That goes not 
just for the likes of Rian John-
son’s “Wake Up Dead Man: A 
Knives Out Mystery,” “Wick-
ed: For Good” and “Zootopia 
2,” but for new installments in 
family sagas, ranging from the 
Crawleys (“Downton Abbey: 
The Grand Finale”) to the Na’vi 
(“Avatar: Fire & Ash”).
  Still, much of the season will 
belong, as it always does, to 
original dramas and awards 
contenders. Hollywood tends to 
save its best for last. This year 
includes some already-seen sure 
bets (Jafar Panahi’s “It Was Just 
an Accident,” Joachim Trier’s 
“Sentimental Value” ) and doz-
ens of promising new releases 
from top filmmakers, such as 
Kathryn Bigelow’s “A House of 
Dynamite,” Yorgos Lanthimos’ 
“Bugonia” and Chloé Zhao’s 
“Hamnet.”
  Here’s The Associated Press’ 
guide for the movies heading to 
theaters and the home through 
this month
.
September  2025
Movie ReleaseS

Sept. 5
  • “The Conjuring: Last Rites” 
(Warner Bros., in theaters): The 
fourth entry in the James Wan-
created horror franchise.
 • “Twinless” (Lionsgate and 
Roadside Attractions, in the-
aters): Dylan O’Brien stars as 
twins, one of whom dies early in 
James Sweeney’s darkly funny 
tale.

countryside who inadvertently 
stir dark woodland forces.
• “The Long Walk” (Lionsgate, 
in theaters): Cooper Hoffman 
stars in this Stephen King adap-
tation, directed by Francis Law-
rence, about a march across a 
dystopian America.
• “Looking Through Water” 
(Good Deed Entertainment, in 
theaters): Michael Douglas stars 
as a father trying to reconnect 
with his son during a father-son 
fishing competition.
• “Dreams” (Greenwich En

l Goldwyn Films, in theaters): 
Jamie Foxx, Robert De Niro, 
Scott Eastwood and John Le-
guizamo star in this action mov-
ie about mercenaries.
Sept. 13 
• “Lost in the Jungle” (National 
Geographic Documentary Films, 
streaming Disney+/Hulu): E. 
Chai Vasarhelyi, Jimmy Chin 
and Juan Camilo Cruz’s docu-
mentary chronicles a dramatic 
rescue for a four young siblings 
after a plane crash in the Colom-

Get Wet in Westminster
 Not all entertainment and 
fine living takes place sitting 
in a movie theater or watch-
ing a live stage presentation.
  Sometmes you just 
gotta get your whole body 
involved. The Sigler Park 
Splash has extended hours 
and dates.
 Get wet on Saturday, Sept. 
6 and Sunday, Sept. 7 as 
well as Saturday, Sept. 13 
and Sunday, Sept. 14. Public 
hours are from 12-5 p.m.
 Sigler Park is located at 
7200 Plaza St. in Westmin-
ster.

THE SEQUEL TO “WICKED” called “Wicked: For Good” won’t be out for a while.
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Sports
Retorts
Jim Tortolano

n THE ROUNDUP

  Well, this wasn’t surprising, 
except perhaps in its frankness.
  Responding to some rag-
ging from the coach at Okla-
homa State about how much 
the Ducks spend on football, 
Oregon coach Dan Lanning re-
plied: ‘If you want to be a top-
10 team in college football, you 
better be invested in winning 
and we spend 
to win.”
  Well, there 
you have it; 
something 
we long sus-
pected. Big-
time college 
football is a 
professional 
sport.
  The cul-
prit is the 
doctrine of 
“name, image, likeness” in 
which college athletes can be 
paid for the value of their name, 
appearance and other character-
istics by third parties – not the 
colleges – for endorsements, 
social media content, autograph 
signing, etc.
  Under this concept, an al-
legedly “amateur” athlete can 
make millions (perhaps tens of 
millions) of dollars in a single 
college season just for the value 
of his (and sometimes her) star 
value.
  The colleges benefit indirectly 
because the big-time programs 
have the biggest following and 
exposure, making a college 
choice for a high school kid 
potentially pivot on how much 
money is to be made.
  Those endorsements, etc., 
mean more exposure for the 
college program. It’s a revolv-
ing circle of gold lust made 
more onerous by the transfer 
portal.
I  t’s long been hinted that blue-
chip athletes were lured by gifts 
of cars, cash and some personal 
companionship. Now, it’s obvi-
ous that what was once called 
cheating is now the new nor-
mal. “Be true to your school” is 
a slogan to be mocked.

Be true to how
much money
you will get

6 WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 3, 2025/ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE

Rams Among The Best?

Angels crown the Royals;
Dodgers lose to Pirates

The addition of
Davante Adams
raises hopes

Continued on page 8

 The Los Angeles Angels  are 
continuing to work to keep the 
2025 season from turning into a 
replay of the last place finish in 
2024.
  On Tuesday, the Halos rallied 
late with four runs and defeated 
the Kansas City Royals 5-1 in 
Missouri. 
  Trailing 1-0, Jo Adell gave the 
team a 2-1 lead with two-run 
home run in the sixth inning and 
the team went on to the win. 
  Pitcher Mitch Farris pitched 
five strong innings, yielding 
only three hits and one earned 
run. He struck out three Royals 
and walked two.

BENNETT 

With the win, the Angels are 65-
73 and remain in fourth place in 
the American League. They’ll 
play twice more in KC.
  The Los Angeles Dodgers 
(78-60) ran into trouble in Pitts-
burgh, losing 9-7 to the Pirates.   
  A highlight  of the game was a 
solo home home run by Shohei 
Ohtani, his 100th Dodger career 
round-tripper and his 46th of the 
season.
 The teams will meet again on 
Wednesday and Thursday.
 The Blue Crew remains in first 

By Greg Beacham
Associated Press

  LOS ANGELES (AP) — Los 
Angeles Rams (11-8)
  Expectations
 Serious title contention. The 
Rams believe they’ve got the 
talent and the experience to vie 
for the third Super Bowl appear-
ance of Sean McVay’s career. 
They return nearly every sig-
nificant player from the team 
that got on a serious roll after its 
October 2024 bye week, finish-
ing last season on a 10-4 surge 
— with two of those losses to 
Philadelphia and the third in a 
meaningless regular-season fi-
nale played by backups. 
 McVay again masterminded 
a tenacious, resourceful squad 
that won even when the offense 
struggled in December. 
  The Rams got impressive im-
provement out of a defense that 
was poor earlier in the season. 
 They’ve also got continuity go-
ing for them in a sport where it’s 

DAVANTE ADAMS is among the best wide receivers in pro-
fessional football (Brevin Townsell/Rams photo).

often lacking; their only major 
personnel change this year is 
the replacement of oft-injured 
Super Bowl MVP Cooper Kupp 
with Davante Adams, one of 
the very best receivers of his 
generation.  The Rams might 

not have the Super Bowl cham-
pion Eagles’ depth of talent and 
championship experience, but 
they appear to be a match for 
any other team in the NFC.

place in the National League 
West, ahead of the second place 
San Diego Padres by two and 
one-half games.
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Chargers (Again) Top High Five

MA’KIA BROWN scores the winning touchdown for Pacifica 
last week against Garden Grove. The M’s will take on North-
wood this week and Grove faces Santa Ana (GGUSD photo).

Prep Sport
Spotlight

  Now that all our area high 
school football teams have 
played at least one game, here’s 
our initial High Five for the 
2025 season.
  Edison – as usual – is ranked 
number one for our coverage 
area of Garden Grove, Hunting-
ton Beach, Stanton and West-
minster.
  The Chargers are 1-1, having 
suffered a mild upset last week, 
losing 21-17 to Yorba Linda.   
They’ll try to bounce back this 
Friday against Lakewood (1-1).
Next is the only undefeated 
team in our High Five, Western 
(2-0).   
  The second-ranked Pioneers 
defeated Villa Park  27-20. 
They’ll face a challenge in our 
third-place team, Huntington 
Beach (1-1), which lost 20-19 to 
Trabuco Hills last week. That’s 
a Thursday game.
  In fourth is Orange. The 
Panthers (1-1) rebounded from 
a loss to Huntington Beach with 
a 46-43 win over Laguna Hills. 
OHS will face Los Osos (1-1) 

on Friday.
 Rounding out the High Five is 
Marina (1-1), a 37-14 loser to 
Wilson High of Long Beach.     

  Next up for the Vikings is a 
contest Thursday against Foun-
tain Valley (1-1).
  On the bubble are Pacifica (1-
1), Westminster (1-1), Garden 
Grove (0-2) and Rancho Alami-
tos (0-1).
  The High Five is based on the 
rankings compiled by Max-
Preps.com.

Coming up are …
  All games for local teams are 
listed here. All are scheduled for 
a 7 p.m. start, but all details are 

subject to change.
 Thursday: Bolsa Grande vs. 
Arroyo; Garden Grove vs. San-
ta Ana; Magnolia vs Pioneer;  
Los Amigos vs. University/
Irvine; Santiago vs. Savanna; 
Western vs. Huntington Beach.
Friday: La Quinta vs. Basset; 
Edison vs. Lakewood; Ocean 
View vs. Buena Park; Orange 
vs. Los Osos; Pacifica vs. 
Northwood; Rancho Alamitos 
vs. Anaheim; Westminster vs. 
Calvary Chapel/Santa Ana.

 To our readers: Please send 
scores, stats, pix, etc. to us at 
orangecountytribune@gmail.
com
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Retorts: Taking
it for granted

Rams should be among the elite NFL teams

Continued from page 3

Interested in advertis-
ing on our website and/
or e-newspaper? COntact 
us at 714-458-1860 or us 
at orangecountytribune@

gmail.com.

bian rainforest.

Sept. 19
“A Big Bold Beautiful Journey” 
(Sony Pictures, in theaters): 
Margot Robbie and Colin Far-
rell play single strangers who, 
after meeting at a wedding, fan-
tastically relive moments for 
their past in Kogonada’s latest 
tender sci-fi drama. Co-starring 
Kevin Kline and Phoebe Waller-
Bridge.

Movies out
for September

Strengths
 McVay’s passing game will 
have new dimensions this sea-
son for 37-year-old Matthew 
Stafford, who has been given 
nearly all the ingredients neces-
sary to lead a prolific offense. 
  Adams and Puka Nacua could 
form one of the NFL’s best re-
ceiving tandems, while Los An-
geles added second-round pick 
Terrance Ferguson to create a 
deep tight end room. 
  Kyren Williams will team up 
with youngsters Jarquez Hunter 
and Blake Corum in a talented 
group at running back. The 
Rams had the NFL’s best young 
defensive front last season, and 
almost everybody has returned 
along with respected veteran 

ADVERTISE IN THE ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE
Reach thousands of people for pennies

dards (just 40,000 square feet) 
and was originally planned for a 
two-story facility.
 But for reasons that elude logic, 
they decided to build the second 
story underground and use that 
for storage instead of selling.
  The City of Garden Grove tried 
to talk them into making more 
use of the subterranean real 
estate, but no luck. It eventually 
became an outlet store as a new 
two-story (all above-ground) 
store was built at The City (later 
The Block, now the Outlets in 
Orange).
  So, mixed feelings about the 
departure of JC Penney. But I 
have to admit … I’ve still got 
that Boy Scout uniform in a 
closet.

New faces
WR Davante Adams, NT Poo-
na Ford, LB Nate Landman, 
C Coleman Shelton, LT D.J. 
Humphries.

Key losses
WR Cooper Kupp, LB Christian 
Rozeboom, WR Demarcus Rob-
inson, OT Joseph Noteboom, 
LB Michael Hoecht, NT Bobby 
Brown.

Poona Ford, who takes over at 
nose tackle. Jared Verse and 
Braden Fiske are eager to build 
on their standout rookie seasons 
while becoming the leaders of 
the defense
.
Weaknesses
  Stafford missed a month of 
training camp with a bad back, 
and he’s hesitant to say it’s all 
behind him. One big hit on the 
17-year veteran could change 
the Rams’ entire season outlook 
by thrusting Jimmy Garoppolo 
into the lineup. 
 Keeping Stafford safe would 
be even harder in the absence of 
starting left tackle Alaric Jack-
son, who missed all of training 
camp with blood clots. 
  While he’s on track to return, 
any absence would hinder an of-
fensive line that already looks 
competent at best. 
  The entire offense faded down 
the stretch of the regular season 
to some of the worst produc-
tion in McVay’s career, but he 
doesn’t seem concerned after its 
playoff rebound. 
  The Rams curiously added 
nobody to a secondary that 
struggled for long stretches 
last season, unable to reacquire 
Jalen Ramsey and uninterested 
in signing a proven veteran. 
They believe they can win with 
Darious Williams and Ahkello 

Witherspoon as their starting 
cornerbacks while Quentin Lake 
again plays the current version 
of Ramsey’s do-it-all “star” role 
from their Super Bowl title run 3 
1/2 years ago.

Camp development
 The Rams allowed leading 
tackler Christian Rozeboom to 
walk, but ex-Falcons linebacker 
Nate Landman seized the large-
ly thankless role at inside line-
backer with his work this sum-
mer. 
  Undrafted rookie linebacker 
Shaun Dolac also earned a roster 
spot. Returnee Coleman Shel-
ton beat out Beaux Limmer for 
the starting job at center, as ex-
pected. Receivers Xavier Smith 
and rookie Konata Mumpfield 
earned roster spots, likely be-
cause of their utility on special 
teams.

Fantasy player to watch
Tutu Atwell. The diminutive 
receiver struggled to get on the 
field during his first four seasons 
with the Rams, even though 
he regularly produced yards 
whenever he got a chance. He’s 
speedy with good hands, but his 
size limits his blocking effec-
tiveness and therefore his use-
fulness to McVay. But the Rams 
surprisingly re-signed Atwell 
to a $10 million contract last 
spring, making it all but certain 
McVay will play Atwell exten-
sively in his multiple-receiver 
sets. With defenses understand-
ably focused on Adams and 
Nacua this season, Atwell could 
be a high-value selection in later 
rounds.


