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SOME ATTENDEES at Friday’s “FOGG LIve” at the Village Green park on Main Street 
in downtown Garden Grove on Friday evening seemed to have flown in on gossamer 
wings (Orange County Tribune photos).
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Second annual event full of
varied cuisine, music, etc.
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Dodgers’ 12th

A FOGG-y Evening Brings Crowd

Weather Forecast
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Tattoo parlor proposal to GG planners

By JIm Tortolano/Orange County Tribune

  Hungry and curious crowds thronged the Village Green 
park and a stretch of Main Street in Garden Grove’s 
downtown on Friday evening for “FOGG [Foods of 
Garden Grove] LIVE,” the second annual celebration 
of the local cuisine and community spirit.
 More than two dozen eateries, offering a wide vari-
ety of foods from classic American fare to Asian, Ital-
ian, Mexican and more offered attendees a chance to 
sample – for a modest price – bite-sized offerings in a 
well-organized and attractive setting.
 “It’s great,” said Garden Grove Councilman George 
Brietigam (District 1). “It brings all the better restau-
rants in the city together and the community can try 
them all out. That brings in increased customer busi-
ness which improves the tax base for the city, so it’s a 
win-win-win.”
 In addition to the food, a musical concert was staged 
at the Garden Amp in the park, the Friday Night Car 

  Tattoos are popular to-
day. Will they be popular 
with the Garden Grove 
Planning Commission 
when it meets next week?
 The panel will hold a 
public hearing on a re-
quest for a conditional use 

permit to allow operation 
of a new 1,449 square-
foot tattoo business in an 
existing multi-tenant com-
mercial shopping center at 
9757 Garden Grove Blvd. 
(at Galway Street).
 Also on the agenda is a 

 The CUP would allow a 
new 10,132-square foot 
indoor playground facility 
on the west side of Valley 
View Street and south of 
Lampson Avenue at 12491 
Valley View St.

public hearing on a re-
quest for an interpretation 
of use to determine the 
compatibility between in-
door playground facilities 
and the C-1 zone subject 
to a conditional use per-
mit.

Three political resolutions win approvals
By JIm Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

 The political issues that 
have sometimes domi-
nated meetings of the 
Westminster City Coun-
cil for months and even 
years surfaced again on 

Wednesday.
 At a meeting  that lasted 
nearly four hours, the 
council first approved a 
resolution by Council-
member Amy Phan West 
(District 1) in favor of the 
use of voter identification 
in elections.

 “We need to make sure 
that every vote is legal  
and every vote is account-
ed  for,” said West.
 But Vice Mayor Carlos 
Manzo pointed out that 

state law prohibits cities 
from requiring identifica-
tion to cast a ballot and 
that the city could find it-
self in an expensive legal 
battle.
 Mayor Chi Charlie 
Nguyen agreed that while 
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Finally, the commission will 
review as an item for consider-
ation a tree removal application 
for an address at 12411 Pine St.
 The commission will meet in  
the Community Meeting Center, 
11300 Stanford Ave., at 7 p.m. 
on Oct. 2.

Tattoo parlor

Westminster city
council actions
from Wednesday
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Show was underway in the 
southern part of Main Street, a 
performance of “Avenue Q” was 
on stage at the Gem Theatre and 
– in a renewal of a rivalry that 

began in 1958 – football teams 
from Garden Grove and Rancho 
Alamitos high schools clashed 
nearby at Monsoor Stadium.
 The event was organized by the 
City of Garden Grove.

the resolution was unneces-
sary, he would support it on the 
grounds that it probably reflect-
ed the opinion of the majority of 
the public.
 The vote was 3-2 in favor with 
Manzo and Councilmember 
Mark Nguyen opposed.
 The council also took up a reso-
lution opposing “VietRISE’s 
promotion of Communist  pro-
paganda  in Little Saigon and 
Reaffirming  the City’s Com-
mitment  to Historical Truth and 
Freedom.”
 It was approved 4-0 with Manzo 
abstaining on the grounds of in-
sufficient information.
 Manzo argued that it was an 
attempt to suppress freedom of 
speech and thereby resembled 
the policies of communists.
 Mayor Chi Charlie Nguyen re-
counted his own experience’s 
fleeing Vietnam after the fall of 
Saigon and spoke of what he 
called “false and misleading” 
propaganda about the history 
surrounding the fall of the Re-
public of Vietnam.
 Manzo said he didn’t condone 
suppression of speech or com-
munism, but expressed concern 
about the lack of information 
about the specifics of what Viet-
RISE was advocating.
  Finally a resolution – again, put 
forth by West – “opposing any 
actions that dishonor the Ameri-
can flag” was approved by a  5-0 
vote.
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Yes, we can see
clearly now that 
the mess is gone
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CONGRATS TO CONDORS

 The tunnel 
that runs 
beneath 
the Garden 
Grove 
Freeway 
and leads 
to Bolsa 
Grande 
High 
School and 
Garden 
Grove Park 
has been a 

Guilty plea
from Stanton
sex offender 

disgrace of graffiti and litter for 
as long as I can remember, and 
that’s been a long time.
  As you may have read previ-
ously in this place, clean-ups 
were stalled by a circular firing 
squad of folks from the city, 
school district and state trans-
portation department.
  However, a trip down that 
same hell-ish thoroughfare the 
other day revealed a different  
panorama. Not only was the 
tagging completely obliterated, 
but all – and I do mean all – of 
the litter was gone. 
  Long-sought-trash cans have 
been placed at either end of 
the tunnel, and the paint or ink 
spread over the lighting inside 
the tunnel has been removed, 
brightening the place consider-
ably.
  This may seem like a small 
thing, but when an eyesore de-
feats the efforts of 60 years or 
more of three levels of govern-
ment, that sends a depressing 
message. 
  When a complete solution –
oh, please, don’t slack off! – is 
finally achieved, it restores 
confidence in the ability of the 
public agencies to accomplish 
complicated tasks.

 The Miracle Workers Dept.  
We’ve been fighting this battle 
for … literally … decades. Like 
the proverbial land war in Asia, 
some struggles rarely reach a 
satisfactory conclusion, but 
every once in a while, things 
work out.   

If at first you don’t
succeed ... GG did

History Minute

Orange County Tribune

 It took four attempts to turn the 
town of Garden Grove into the 
City of Garden Grove. Voters 
rejected incorporation in 1922, 
1930 and 1955. People who 
lived “in town” tended to sup-
port; farmers in outlying areas 
opposed it. But  as the suburban 
population grew, so did support 

Alamitos Intermediate School in Garden Grove recently 
hosted its 8th Grade Honor Roll and Principal’s Honor Roll 
Awards Ceremony. The celebration brought together stu-
dents, families, and staff to recognize the hard work, dedica-
tion, and academic success of these outstanding scholars. 
Students were honored for their commitment to excellence, 
and the event highlighted the “supportive school community 
that encourages every learner to thrive.” Alamitos is part of 
the Garden Grove Unified School District (GGUSD photo).

for cityhood, and in 1956 voters 
approved it by a count of 5,780 
to 2,346.

GARDEN GROVE, 1958

  A Stanton resident who is a 
former Orange County Sheriff’s 
Deputy has pleaded guilty to 
sexually assaulting two female 
inmates, including directing 
them to engage in sexual activ-
ity, while assigned to work at the 
Theo Lacy Facility in Orange.   
  He was sentenced to 364 days 
credit time served and ordered 
to register as a sex offender.
  Arcadio Rodriguez, 30, was 
charged in January 2023 with 
one misdemeanor count of sex-
ual battery, one misdemeanor 
count of a detention facility em-
ployee engaging in sexual activ-
ity with a confined consenting 
adult, and one misdemeanor 
count of possession of a cell 
phone in a correctional facility.
 Rodriguez has been on GPS 
monitoring since January 2025. 
In addition to the 364 days of 
custody time, Rodriguez was 
ordered to register as a sex of-
fender for a minimum of 10 
years and was placed on one-
year formal probation.
 The deputy established an in-
appropriate relationship with 
two female inmates incarcer-
ated at the Theo Lacy Facility, 
which included touching them 
in intimate areas over their jail 
uniforms and showing them 
pornographic videos of himself 
while they were in their housing 
locations.

  Stanton won’t be joining two 
other West Orange County cities 
in taking an official position on 
Proposition 50 on the fall ballot.
 Mayor David Shawver brought 
the matter to Tuesday’s meeting 
of the city council. 
 The proposition – if passed by 
voters – would redraw Congres-
sional districts in California to 
create five or more “winnable” 
seats in the House of Representa-
tives for Democratic candidates 
in the 2026 mid-term elections.
 That’s in response to actions 
by Texas to redraw its districts 
to add five more Republican 
seats. President Donald Trump 
has made the request in an effort 
to protect Republicans’ narrow 
margin in the House.
 It’s common for the party in 
control of the White House to 
lose seats in the House in a mid-
year election.

 The council considered the pro-
posal but a consensus was not 
reached and no action was taken.  
 City councils in Westminster 
and Huntington Beach have 
passed resolutions urging resi-
dents to vote against the propo-
sition.    

n  STANTON CITY COUNCIL

City won’t take sides on
California’s Prop. 50
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  Netanyahu rejects statehood

for Palestine, “a shame”
It’s gonna get a bit cooler

Great Thoughts

“The harder I work the luckier I get.”
— Branch Rickey, baseball executive

“The best luck is the luck you make for yourself,”
– Gen. Douglas MacArthur

“Good and bad luck are about 50-50.”
– Unknown

Comey says he
is victim of policy
of ‘retribution’

FORMER FBI  Director James Comey (Shutterstock).

JIMMY KIMMEL

Liberal Groups Called ‘Terrorists’

Our West Orange County cites will be enjoying cooler tem-
peratures for the next few days. The forecast for Saturday 
calls for a daytime high of 76 with an overnight low of 66 
with cloudy skies.  
 Sunday and Monday will warm slightly to 77 with sun in 
the morning and clouds in the evening. Tuesday cools to 76 
(63) with party cloudy skies. (68).

Sinclair and Nexstar in 
reversals, will return 
to Jimmy Kimmel show 

 President Donald Trump an-
nounced on Friday he would 
direct the Justice Department to 
classify some liberal organiza-
tions  as “domestic terrorist or-
ganizations.”
 That comes, the Associated 
Press reports, after criminal 
charges were brought against 
former FBI director James Com-
ey, a long-time foe of Trump. 
 A Virginia grand jury indicted 
Comey for allegedly lying to 
Congress in testimony he gave 
in 2000.
 Comey said he is paying the 
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“price” for taking on Trump and 
becoming the target of what the 
AP is calling an “unprecedented 
retribution campaign” against 
people he considers his political 

enemies.
 Earlier this week he said he 
“hated his enemies.”
“Donald Trump has made clear 
that he intends to turn our justice 

system into a weapon for punish-
ing and silencing his critics,” said 
Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia, the 
top Democrat on the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee.

 After vowing it would not 
broadcast Jimmy Kimmel’s late 
night show after being re-instat-
ed by ABC, Sinclair Broadcast-
ing – holder of a large number 
of network affiliate stations – re-
versed itself. So did Nexstar.
 The AP is reporting that Sin-
clair had been pre-empting 
Kimmel broadcasts with news 
programming. Kimmel had been 
suspended because of remarks 
made after the fatal shooting 
of conservative activist Charlie 

Kirk.
 In a statement, Sinclair said it 
was lifting the ban on Kimmel 
because it wished to serve “the 
widest possible audience.”

 Before  a quickly departing au-
dience of diplomats of the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu defended his nation’s 
military actions in Gaza and re-
fused to consider the creation of 
a Palestinian state on Friday.
 Such a development would lead 
to the “national suicide”  of Is-
rael, he said, according to The 
New York Times. He added 
that for nations that have recog-

nized Palestine as an indepen-
dent state, “it will be a mark of 
shame on all of you.”
 As he spoke, diplomats began a 
walkout and the hall was nearly 
empty. 
 The speech was broadcast in 
English and Hebrew in Gaza ter-
ritory hoping to reach hostages 
still held by Hamas.
 “We have not forgotten you,” 
he said.
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Politics is ‘One Battle After...’
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Continued on page 8

Movie Review

A madcap roller
coaster ride on
today’s crises

more ambitious movie. “There 
Will Be Blood” didn’t feature 
much spectacle beyond some 
rickety wooden oil rigs, but it 
feels about as large as the frame 
of Daniel Day-Lewis’ Daniel 
Plainview, which is to say terri-
fyingly enormous.
 Likewise, “One Battle After 
Another,” shot on VistaVision, 
is big and long but feels inti-
mate and fast. That’s partly due 
to the propulsion of its opening 
prologue and the absurd knock-
out vigor of Teyana Taylor as a 
scorching, potent screen pres-
ence. Her Perfidia Beverly Hills 
is at the center of the movie’s 
beginning. And she makes such 
a powerful mark that it takes half 
an hour for “One Battle After 
Another” to pick up the pieces 
after it moves on. (My personal 
recovery time is ongoing.)
 We first see Perfidia, dressed 
in all black, striding across an 
overpass. Below is an immigra-
tion detention center. The at-
mosphere is tumultuous. Bob is 

Good old days at ‘Rewind’
 Hungry for that good old music from the 80s? You can enjoy 
it at the “OC Rewind Fest” on Saturday. Sept. 27 at the Hun-
tington Beach Sports Complex from noon to 10 p.m. The 
event is hosted by Freddy Snakeskin (honest, we don’t make 
these names up. The complex is located on Goldenwest 
Street at Talbert Avenue. Tickets range from $59.45  on up.

LEO DiCAPRIO is locked and loaded in “One Battle After Another” (Warner Bros.

there, ready to set off fireworks 
or bombs, but has little clue 
of the plan. She assures him: 
“Make it big, make it bright. In-
spire me.”
 They and their co-conspirators 
soon announce their intentions, 
freeing the immigrants, tying 
up the military guards and de-
claring that they’re the radical 
group the French 75. This is the 
start, Perfidia says, of a revolu-
tion. Their cause is righteous but 
their drive is visceral and sexual. 
Bomb-making and sex go hand 
in hand. Bob trails after Perfidia, 
in love with her but also in awe. 
Perfidia’s mother doesn’t give 
them much of a chance as a cou-
ple. “She’s a runner and you’re a 
stone,” she tells him.

  At the same time, Perfidia comes 
in contact with Col. Lockjaw 
(Sean Penn), a rock-jawed mili-
tary man who, too, swoons for 
Perfidia. When they first meet, 
she holds him at gunpoint and 
tells him to “Get it up,” and she 
doesn’t mean his hands. These 
charged scenes, followed by Per-
fidia’s pregnancy and new police 
trouble for the French 75, set the 
table for the drama to come, set 
16 years after this opening salvo, 
a frenetic eruption of Black and 
female power.
 By then, the forces fought by the 

By Jake Coyle
AP Writer

 In Paul Thomas Anderson ’s 
gloriously messy, madcap roller 
coaster ride through modern 
America, objects in the rear 
view may go out of sight, but 
they don’t disappear.
 Political struggles never die 
in In“One Battle After Anoth-
er,” they just repeat. Or maybe 
they grow older and become 
paranoid, pot-smoking, pajama-
wearers like Bob Ferguson ( 
Leonardo DiCaprio ), a washed-
up revolutionary living off the 
grid with his daughter, Willa 
(Chase Infiniti). The cycles of 
oppression and resistance are 
palpably felt in Anderson’s 
film, a decades-spanning odys-
sey where gun violence, white 
power and immigrant deporta-
tions recur in an ongoing dance, 
both farcical and tragic.
 But “One Battle After Another” 
could also be fairly described 
as a sweet movie about a father 
coming to terms with his teen-
age daughter having a phone 
— which is one example of 
how Anderson’s destabilizing 
approach to big themes can 
turn poignant and revelatory. 
“Sweeping” would normally be 
a way to characterize a nearly 
three-hour-long, multigenera-
tion saga like this, but Anderson 
works in a more rough-hewn, 
compassionate register that bur-
rows strangely but acutely into 
the American psyche.
 “One Battle After Another” is 
arriving after months of specu-
lation and some skepticism 
because it’s easily Anderson’s 
biggest budgeted, largest scaled 
film yet. But scale is an interest-
ing thing when it comes to An-
derson’s movies. “Magnolia” 
is modest by most metrics, but 
you’d be hard pressed to find a 



TheSportsPages

Sports
Retorts
Jim Tortolano

n THE ROUNDUP

  You Can’t Touch This Dept.  
As the 2025 baseball season 
winds down, speculation about 
the future of the Greatest Angel 
of All abounds.
  And we’re not just talk about 
one-time superstar Mike Trout 
batting .227 (a year after batting 
220). The bigger question is: 
Will there be a 2026 season for 
Mike, with 
the Angels, 
or anyone 
else?
  There’s  a 
ton of history 
and records 
supporting 
Mike keep-
ing on keep-
ing on. He 
was named to 
the American 
All-Star team 
11 times and was the AL MVP 
three times.
  On the other hand, his lifetime 
average has dipped below .300 
(now to .294) and he hasn’t 
played a complete season – 
hobbled by injuries – since 
2019. That year he hit 45 
homers, drove in 110 runs and – 
perhaps not by accident – hit by 
pitches 16 times.
  There’s still some pop in that 
bat. He’s hit 22 homers so far 
and driven in 59 runs. There are 
other players on the roster not 
doing so well.
  But considering the trend line, 
it’s clear that at 34 years old, 
#27 can’t be the same Mike 
Trout who was once the Face of 
Baseball.
  Remember the fun me had 
with the “Farewell Tour of Ka-
reem Abdul-Jabbar” back in the 
day? Accolades in every arena 
and much bon homie?
  It’s possible that Mike still has 
one glittering season in him. 
And perhaps it would also be 
his last.
  No great player, and a lot of 
mediocre ones, want to hang up 
the glove. And maybe that day’s 
not yet here. But we can all see 
it from here.

Time for Mike’s
farewell? It
could be soon
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Crown Number 12 of 13

Dodgers edge Mariners;
Trout leads Angels’ win

Dodgers clinched
another NL West
over the D-backs

Continued on page 7

 In what could be a preview of 
the 2025 World Series, the Los 
Angeles Dodgers – champs 
of the National League West – 
on Friday took on the American 
League West winners, the Se-
attle Mariners.
 The Blue Crew squeezed by 
3-2 and improved its record to 
91-69. The M’s are 90-70.
 Trailing 1-0 in the third inning, 
the Dodgers scored two runs on 
Enrique Hernandez’ home run. 
Dalton Rushing’s single in the 
sixth drove in what proved to be 
the winning run.

 It was a bullpen game for the 
Dodgers, as they used seven 
pitchers, only one of which 
worked two innings.
  Mike Trout put on a show in 
Anaheim for the Los Angeles 
Angels hitting two home runs, 
including the game-winner as the 
Halos beat the Houston Astros 4-3.
 The visitors took a 3-0 lead af-
ter three innings, but Trout hit 
a solo home run in the fourth. 
Denzer Guzman doubled in a 
run in the sixth snd Chris Taylor 

LOS ANGELES Dodgers’ Shohei Ohtani, right, gets a high five 
from Mookie Betts, left, after hitting a home run against the 
Arizona Diamondbacks during the fourth inning of a baseball 
game Thursday, Sept. 25, 2025, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Darryl 
Webb)

home run.
 “Winning the division title, you 
can never take it for granted,” 
said Freddie Freeman, who 
homered twice Thursday. “We 
feel like we’re really starting to 

singled in the run that tied the 
game 3-3.  That set up Trout’s 
HR to center. He’s has 402 ca-
reer home runs and 25 in 2025.

the celebration.
 While the Dodgers celebrat-
ed their 2013 division title by 
jumping into the Chase Field 
pool behind the right-field wall, 
they avoided the water this time 
— except when Shohei Ohtani 
hit a splash shot for his 54th 

By Jack Thompson
Associated Press Writer

 PHOENIX (AP) — As the Los 
Angeles Dodgers celebrated 
their 12th National League West 
title in 13 years, Clayton Ker-
shaw thought about participating 
in a division championship for 
the final time.
“This is what I’m going to miss,” 
the left-hander said after Thurs-
day’s 8-0 victory over the Ari-
zona Diamondbacks. “Pitching 
is great and I love that, too, but 
getting to do this with a group of 
guys, all working for a collective 
goal, the camaraderie, that’s re-
ally special.
 “You don’t get that anywhere 
else. There’s no jobs where 
37-year-olds get to do that. But 
I’m good, I had a great run.”
 An 11-time All-Star and three-
time Cy Young Award winner, 
Kershaw said last week he will 
retire at the end of the postsea-
son. He won the first of 14 divi-
sion titles as a rookie in 2008.
“It was a lot of fun then and it’s a 
lot of fun now,” Kershaw said of 
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Dodgers win 12th 
NWL title in 13 years

Pacelli rushed
for 298 yards
in Grove’s win 

Continued from page

Argonauts Defeat the Vaqueros 20-10
Prep Sport
Spotlight

 After three close defeats, the 
Garden Grove High football 
team is on a two-game winning 
streak. 
 On Friday night the Argonauts 
defeated their traditional rival 
Rancho Alamitos Vaqueros by 
20-10 to improve to 2-3.
   Rancho is now 3-2.
 Star running back Quentin 
Pacelli rushed for 298 yards 
for the red-and-white, while 
quarterback Calvin Keovphan 
passed for 203 yards, complet-

College
n USC at Illinois Saturday, 9 a.m., Channel 11.
n UCLA at Northwestern, Saturday, 12:30 p.m. BTN.

NFL 
n  Los Angeles Rams host Indianapolis Colts, Sunday, 
1:05 p.m. Channel 11.
n  Los Angeles Chargers at New York Giants Sunday, 10 
a.m. Channel 2.

Area football pro, college play
on this Saturday and Sunday

click.”
 Los Angeles, which reached 
90 wins for its 12th straight full 
season, will play in a wild card 
series for the first time since the 
best-of-three round was added 
in 2022.
  “You only play this game for 
so long, so you only get so many 
opportunities to do this,” Mook-
ie Betts said. 
 “I feel great. I really didn’t do 
anything the first half of the sea-
son, so I got plenty of rest and 
I’m just happy to help.”
  Dave Roberts has reached the 
playoffs in all 10 years as Dodg-

ers manager, nine times as a 
division winner. LA won the 
World Series last season, beat-
ing the Yankees in five games.
  “This was expected. We got 
it done, maybe a little bit later 
than we hoped. But I’m happy 
with the way we’re playing,” 
Roberts said. 
 “I do think we’re better for all 
the adversity and we’re play-
ing our best baseball right now, 
What we’ve done before, noth-
ing matters. 
  “It’s more about trusting each 
other and playing for a champi-
onship.”

THURSDAY FOOTBALL
Pac. Christian, 39, Bolsa Grande 0

FRIDAY FOOTBALL
Garden Grove 20, Rancho. Al 10
La Serna 23, Edison 21
Eisenhower 28, Los Amigos 16

n Area Results

ing six of 11 passes. 
 His top receiver was Aaron 
Payan, who caught two passes 
for 130 yards. Jayden Nunez 
had three catches for 40 yards.
 The top defenders included 
Johnny Lauro with 16 tackles, 
along with Leland Maia with 13.
Garden Grove will now begin 
play in the Kappa League on 
Friday, Oct. 3 visiting Esperanza 
(also 2-3). 
  The Aztecs defeated Peninsula 
High 49-12 on Friday.
 The Vaqueros will begin play in 

Interested in advertising on our website and/or 
e-newspaper? Call us at 714 458-1860 or write us 
at orangecountytribune@gmail.com.

the Sigma League next Friday 
when they visit Estancia High of 
Costa Mesa. The Eagles are 4-1 
after losing 28-21 to Artesia in a 
non-league contest.
 Edison, our top High Five team, 
was defeated by La Serna of 
Whittier 23-21 to fall to 4-2. 
  La Serna is 3-3.
Los Amigos (3-2) lost 28-16 to 
Eisenhower (3-3) of Rialto.
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3-0 Chargers take on
0-3 New York Giants

READ THE ORANGE 
COUNTY TRIBUNE 

every day online and in 
each Wednesday and 

Saturday e-newspaper.

Movie review: ‘One Battle After Another’

ADVERTISE IN THE 
ORANGE COUNTY 

Continued from page 5

radicals have clawed back their 
advantage. Lockjaw (this is a 
taut, drained, maniacal Penn) 
now moves with impunity, di-
recting troops on illegal raids 
where he chooses. Some of those 
in power like what he’s doing. A 
secret white supremacist group 
called the Christmas Adventur-
ers (they speak of cleansing the 
Earth and greet each other with 

“merry Christmas”) offers him a 
membership.
The French 75 are essentially 
no more. Bob is now alone with 
their 16-year-old daughter. He’s 
grown less connected with the 
world. He calls his daughter’s 
friend “Homie,” has trouble 
with pronouns and usually has a 
roach going. It’s the most Leb-
owski-esque performance by 
DiCaprio, whose recent grav-
ity toward less polished, error-

prone characters (“Killers of the 
Flower Moon,” “Once Upon a 
Time in Hollywood”) has made 
for some of his most interesting 
movies.
 Willa, though, is said to have 
her mother’s courage. (Infiniti, a 
newcomer, has an inner strength 
that comes across clear as day.) 
When Lockjaw comes looking 
for Willa, a new cycle of state-
sponsored violence is set off. 
That brings in a delightful Beni-
cio Del Toro as a combination 
sensei and Harriet Tubman-like 
figure to immigrants who shep-
herds Bob when the authorities 
are closing in. This is probably 
the most shambolic section of 
the movie, but Del Toro’s Ser-
gio St. Carlos is also the film’s 
most resonate encapsulation of 
freedom. He’s free because his 
purpose is clear and principled.
This is a movie filled with po-
lice convoys across the land and 
military tactics that effectively 
turn modern-day America into a 
battlefield. The film, inspired by 
Thomas Pynchon’s “Vineland,” 

shares some of the culture clash 
of Anderson’s earlier Pynchon 
adaptation, “Inherent Vice.” 
But “One Battle After Another,” 
graced with a swelling score by 
Johnny Greenwood that gives 
the movie a hint of epic, feels 
more urgently contemporary 
and more morally motivated.
  That makes “One Battle After 
Another,” as a major studio re-
lease clattering with straightfor-
ward representations of racism, 
xenophobia and vigilantism, 
an exception in almost every 
way to modern-day Hollywood. 
I’m sure that will bring debate, 
just as any good movie does. 
And I’m sure some will find its 
American portrait muddled and 
chaotic. But those aspects feel 
true, too, just as does the mov-
ie’s abiding fighting spirit.

 “One Battle After Another,” a 
Warner Bros. release is rated R 
by the Motion Picture Associa-
tion for pervasive language, vio-
lence, sexual content, and drug 
use. Running time: 170 minutes. 

By Stephen Whyno
Associated Press Writer

 EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
(AP) — Jim Harbaugh’s Los 
Angeles Chargers are right 
where their coach wants them to 
be, winning games with plenty 
of things to improve on.
Now comes the perfect chance 
to build on that.
 The Chargers are 3-0 for the first 
time since 2002, when they were 
based in San Diego, and visit the 
0-3 New York Giants on Sunday. 
The scuffling Giants are making 
a quarterback change, benching 
Russell Wilson to start rookie 
Jaxson Dart, while Los Angeles 
is riding the wave as one of six 
unbeaten teams left in the NFL.
 “We’ve never looked too far 
ahead (and) we’ve never looked 
back,” said Chargers quarter-
back Justin Herbert, the only 
player in the league this season 
with multiple 300-yard passing 
games. “It’s going forward and 
making sure that we’re on our 
stuff because they are much bet-

ter than their record indicates.”
 The record indicates New York 
is again on track for a top-10 
draft pick, if not top-five, get-
ting outscored 83-52 with a 
wild overtime loss at Dallas 
sandwiched between offensive 
duds.  
  Here comes Dart, who wants 
to “be a spark” — and also 
might be key to saving coach 
Brian Daboll’s job.
No pressure, kid.
 “I don’t really feel pressure,” 
Dart said. “I feel like pressure 
is given to those who play at a 
high level, and the best players 
in the world are the ones that 
are kind of involved with that 
word ‘pressure.’ ... My focus is 
just trying to win one game at 
a time.”
 Dart is from Utah and was the 
25th pick out of Mississippi, but 
he also spent his freshman sea-
son at Southern California and 
sounds like he could be study-
ing from the Chargers’ school 
of thought. Herbert called it 
“truly one week at a time.” 


