
WEEKEND
EDITION
HHHH

Volume 6, Number 35  n orangecountytribune.com n  Saturday,  May 9, 2026 n orangecountytribune@gmail.com

For breaking news and sports all week long, go to www.orangecountytribune.com

Continued on page 2

n  GARDEN GROVE
PLANNING  COMM.

Weather Forecast

78 58

Nickelodeon 
Hotel OK’d
For Harbor

n STANTON
CITY COUNCIL

 

The return of
‘WKRP’ radio ...
in a sort of way

SEE A & L PAGE 6

Continued on page 2

Saturday:         78/58   clouds/sun
Sunday:           77/58   partly cloudy
Monday:         80/60   sunny
Tuesday:         73/60   mostly sunny

In  The Trib

Continued on page 2

7-0 vote clears
way for large
hotel project

‘CINCO  DE  RANCHO’

THE CELEBRATION OF ‘CINCO DE MAYO at Rancho Alamitos High 
School in Garden Grove was one of many at schools in our West Orange 
County area. The event celebrates the victory of the Mexican army over 
invading French forces in 1862 at Battle of Puebla (GGUSD photo)

13-year-old motorcyclist is killed
 The use – or misuse – of 
an electric motorcycle by 
a youth is blamed for the 
death of a 13-year-old 
Santa Ana boy killed in a 
traffic accident in Garden 
Grove Thursday night.
 According to Sgt. Nick 
Jensen of the GGPD, the 
incident took place in the 
area of Magnolia Street 

and Larson Avenue. Po-
lice were notified at 9:50 
p.m. of a traffic collision 
in that area.
 Arriving officers saw a 
male juvenile being load-
ed into an ambulance. He 
was unconscious and was 
transported to a local hos-
pital with life-threatening 
injuries and was later pro-

nounced dead.
 The investigation by the 
GGPD Traffic Unit indi-
cated that the rider was 
operating an electric mo-
torcycle in the number one 
(“fast”)  lane of Magnolia 
Street at about 35 miles an 
hour.
 The rider and e-motorcy-

By Jim Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

  What’s probably the last 
remaining obstacle to be-
ginning construction of 
a 500-room luxury hotel 
on Harbor Boulevard in 
Garden Grove has been 
cleared.
 On Thursday, the city 
planning commission 
approved the site plan, 
planned unit development 
and supplemental envi-
ronmental impact report 
on a 7-0 vote to build  a 
Nickelodeon-themed ho-
tel on a 3.72-acre site on 
Harbor at the northwest 

corner with Twintree Av-
enue, south of the exist-
ing Sheraton Hotel.
 The planned develop-
ment would also include 
17,715-square feet of 
ballroom and meeting 
rooms; restaurants that 
can seat up to 600 people 
and the Nick Studio the-
ater, a studio hall, and  
8,532 square feet devoted 
to retail and fitness spa.
  The studio will be used 
to create and broadcast 
Nickelodeon TV proper-
ties. They include shows 
such as “Spongebob 
Squarepants” and “Paw 
Patrol.” It’s a property 
of Paramount, which is 
owned by Skydance Cor-
poration.
 The applicant was Kam 

Sports Updates
PAGES 6 and 7

$1 million for the police station
 Long-due renovations 
for the building that 
houses police services for 
the city of Stanton are on 
their way.
 On the agenda for Tues-
day’s meeting of the 
Stanton City Council is 
official acceptance of 
a  $1 million grant from 
the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban De-
velopment to upgrade the 
facility in the civic center 
at 11100 Cedar St.
 The structure dates back 
to when Stanton had its 
own police station. Police 
services are now supplied 

by the Orange County 
Sheriff’s Department.
 Work included will be a 
new sewer line connec-
tion, interior walls and 
flooring restoration, ceil-
ing tiles restoration, en-
trance door replacement, 
patio pergola removal, 
interior and exterior paint-



JIm Tortolano
Editor and Publisher

Marilyn Lewis Tortolano
General Manager

  The Orange County Tribune is 
published on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays with some exceptions. 
Address is 9402 Luders Ave., Gar-
den Grove, 92844. 
  E-mail : orangecountytribune@
gmail.com.    
  www.orangecountytribune.com.
  Phone: (714) 458-1860.
  Established Aug. 6, 2016. All opin-
ions expressed in The Tribune, un-
less otherwise stated, are those of 
the individual writer or artist and not 
necessarily those of The Tribune. 
  The Tribune is a member of The 
Associated Press, the Garden 
Grove Downtown Business Associ-
ation and Garden Grove Chamber 
of Commerce.

Continued from page 1

READ THE ORANGE 
COUNTY TRIBUNE 
every day online and the 
Wednesday and Saturday 
e-newspaper.

2 SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026/ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE

Continued  from page 1

Three-car crash

Continued  from page 1

Motorcycle

Continued from page 1

Attorney’s fees

Stanton council

cle struck the raised center me-
dian. He lost control of the mo-
torcycle and he was thrown onto 
the pavement.
 Anyone who might have wit-
nessed the accident is asked to 
contact Investigator Lang at 
(714) 741-5823 or by e-mail at 
mlang@ggcity.org.

Nickelodeon
Sang Co., based in Arcadia. The 
firm owns and/or operates seven 
other hotels and residential prop-
erties including the Waldorf As-
toria in Las Vegas and The Ritz 
Carlton in Rancho Mirage.

ing, restrooms renovation and 
roof replacement,
Also on the agenda is approval 
of a construction contract worth 
$12,898,397 to Act 1 Construc-
tion for the Norm Ross  Sports 
Park improvement project locat-
ed north of the Civic Center and 
close to Beach Boulevard.
The original design, approved in 
August 2022, called for a com-
munity building, a water play 
area, playground, skate park, 
Little League baseball field with 
an under-12 soccer field, a pe-
rimeter walkway, picnic area, 
dog park, basketball court and 
exercise equipment.
The first round of bidding found 
all six proposals rejected. The 
project was rebid “with a re-
duced scope of work.”
The council meets at 6:30 p.m. 
in City Hall, 7800 Katella Ave.

Want to reach thou-
sands of readers in 
West Orange County? 

Call Jim at (714) 
458-1860 for 
information about 
advertising your 
business or product.
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News Briefs

History Minute

  Rep. Richard Nixon making a 
speech from the back of a sta-
tion wagon in Garden Grove as 
he campaigned (succesffully) 
for a U.S. Senate seat in 1950.

MAIN STREET FLAGS

Retorts
Jim Tortolano

Always look on 
the bright side.
There is one

Westminster’s ‘State of 
the City’ event is back

BJ’s Restaurants
showed $9mill
in Q1 profits

Continued on page 8

Richard Nixon
visited G. Grove

 Thankful Days Dept: There’s 
a lot to be grateful for if you’re 
of the civic-minded type these 
days.
There’s progress in finally get-
ting the 500-room Nickelodeon 
hotel on Harbor Boulevard in 
Garden Grove toward the begin-
ning of construction, a develop-
ment which 
will not only 
bring many 
more tourists 
to the Ana-
heim-Garden 
Grove area 
but which 
will – even-
tually – add 
millions of 
dollars to the 
city coffers.
 Also ben-
efiting will be the increased foot 
traffic to the nearby businesses. 
The only down side – and I 
say this ironically – is that the 
Target store at Chapman and 
Harbor (already one of the top 
Target stores in the nation) 
will be even more packed with 
customers.
  Maybe a second floor, or a 
bigger parking lot?
  We’re also pretty happy to 
see the long-delayed start of 
construction of Phase II of the 

THE STATE of rhe City  event was held Wednesday in the Rose 
Center (CIty of Westminster).

Continued on page 9

  After a long hiatus, Westmin-
ster’s “State of the City” event 
is back.
  It was held on Wednesday in 
the Rose Center in the Civic 
Center.
City leaders highlighted the   
city’s progress honored the 
community and looked ahead to 
what’s next for the city.
  Gold sponsors included Win 
Nguyen Law, and the West-
minster Police Officers Assn. 
Silver sponsors included the 
Westminster School District, 
Midway City Sanitary District, 
Townsend Public Affairs Inc., 
Jones  Mayer Law, the West-
minster Municipal Employees 
Association and CSG Consul-
tants.
  WorkAbility Program students 
from Westminster High School 
volunteered their time.

Two homes saved in GG fire
  It took Orange County Fire 
Authority just 11 minutes to 
knock down a fire on Flanner 
Avenue in Garden Grove on 

Tuesday at around 2 a.m.
   According to the OCFA, the 
call involved stopping a fire 
involving a recreational vehicle, 
a car and a row of  ttrees from 
extending into two adjacent 
houses.
  There were no injuries and 
families could return to their 
homes.   Assisting the OCFA 
were Anaheim Fire and Rescue, 
Anaheim Police Department and 
Garden Grove Police Depart-
ment.

Mother’s Day park concert
 A “Mother’s Day Concert in the 
Park” will be held today (Satur-
day) from 4-7 p.m. in the Haster 
Basin Park, 12852 Lampson 
Ave. in Garden Grove at Haster 
Street.
 Guests are invited to bring blan-
kets. There will be kids activities 
and family fun. Food trucks will 
be on site and there will be live 
music all night, by Anything for 
Selina (a Selina tribune band) 
and New Romantics (a Taylor 

  HUNTINGTON BEACH (AP) 
— BJ’s Restaurants Inc. (BJRI) 
on Tuesday reported first-quar-
ter net income of $9 million.
 The Huntington Beach, Cali-
fornia-based company said it 
had net income of 41 cents per 
share. Earnings, adjusted for 
non-recurring costs, were 57 
cents per share.
 The results did not meet Wall 
Street expectations. The aver-
age estimate of four analysts 
surveyed by Zacks Investment 
Research was for earnings of 61 
cents per share.
 The restaurant chain posted 
revenue of $358.1 million 
in the period, which topped 
Street forecasts. Four analysts 
surveyed by Zacks expected 
$356.1 million.
  BJ’s Restaurants shares have 
fallen 3% since the beginning 
of the year. In the final minutes 
of trading on Tuesday, shares hit 
$38.23, a decrease of 1% in the 
last 12 months.



   
   Weather: Going up and down

Great Thoughts

THE USS Abraham LIncoln  (Wikipedia).

U.S. Disables Two Iranian Tankers

4 WSATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026/ORANGE COUNTY TRIBUNE

NewsUpdate

“Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a damn.”
(Gone with the Wind 1939)

“I’ll have what she’s having.”
(When Harry Met Sally, 1989)

“Toto, I’ve a feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore”
(The Wizard of Oz, 1939)

‘Backdown’ on immigration
crackdown worries GOP

Three-day cease-fire between
Russia and Ukraine annouced
by Trump: starts Saturday

 A healthy amount of variety is coming our way in the West Or-
ange County area. The forecast for Saturday is for clouds in the 
morning and sun in the afternoon, with a high of 78 and a low of 
58. Sunday should be similar and partly cloudy with a high of 77 
and a low of 58. Monday will warm to a high of 80 with a low of 
69 with sunny skies. Cooler times return on Tuesday with temps 
of 73 and 60 with mostly sunny skies.

  Is the White House backing down 
on immigration enforcement?
  The New York Times is report-
ing that some “hard-liners” in 
the Republican Party are grow-
ing upset with what they con-
sider “doing too little” to crack 
down on illegal immigration.
 The new Secretary of Homeland 
Security, Markwayne Mullin, 
has said he will take a different 
approach than his predecessor, 
Kristi Noem.
  According to The Times, the 

new approach – no more en-
tering homes without judicial 
warrants, and mass roundups 
– comes from concerns in the 
White House that those tactics 
might cost Republicans votes in 
November.
 But Tom Homan, “border czar” 
said that “This will be a good year. 
Mass deportations are coming.” 
Mullin, on the other hand, said his 
department would be focusing on 
“the worst of the worst. We’re go-
ing to go after the felons.”

But clains of a serious 
offer’ from Tehran
 United States forces fired on and disabled 
two Iranian tankers on Friday in the 
Straight of Hormuz.
 According to the Associated Press, the 
action against the tankers came after 
the American ships exchanged fire with 
Iranian forces.
 Additionally, the United Arab Emirates – 
a U.S. ally – reported again being attacked 
by missiles and drones fired from Iran.
The military actions come as the U.S. 
maintains that a “cease-fire” is still in 
effect and that a settlement could be 
forthcoming. 
 The U.S. is insisting that Iran end its 
alleged nuclear development and reopen 
the Straight.
 A “serious offer” from Iran is expected 
soon, said U.S. Secretary of State  Marco 
Rubio on Friday.

 A three-day cease-fire and prisoner exchange between Russia and 
Ukraine has been agreed to, according to United Press International.
  The announcement came from President Donald Trump in his Truth 
Social platform. The pause will run Saturday through Monday, and 
both nations – according to the post – will be exchanging about 
1,000 prisoners that have been captured since the war began four 
years ago.
  UPI reports that the agreement comes a day before Victory Day, 
when Russia celebrates the victory of the Soviet Union and allies 
U.S, and Great Britain (and others) over Nazi Germany in World 
War 2.
 Trump wrote in his post that he had made the request in calls to the 
two presidents.



    

TV show about
radio inspired
this version

Holiday promotion that  .... didn’t fly

RICHARD SANDERS 
as Les Nessman (CBS)
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WKRP Makes Comeback ... Sorta

  CINCINNATI (AP) — WKRP 
isn’t dead — as of Monday, it’s 
living on the air in Cincinnati.
  The call letters from the fictional 
radio station featured in a CBS 
sitcom were adopted by a trio of 
real “adult hits” stations in time 
for Monday’s morning drive, and 
co-owner Jeff Ziesmann described 
listeners as “stoked.”
  “Our phones have been mobbed 
this morning, as I’m sure you can 
imagine,” Ziesmann said.
  Three stations in Cincinnati, 
northern Kentucky and Dayton, 
Ohio, simulcast the station’s pro-
gramming and listeners are now 
hearing them all identified as 
WKRP. They will continue to fol-
low the format — music from the 
‘60s to the ’80s, with an emphasis 
on the 1970s — they’ve had under 
“The Oasis” brand.
  The owners obtained the call 
letters by making a donation to a 
North Carolina nonprofit whose 
low-power radio station had them 
since 2014. 
  Ziesmann said a full-power sta-
tion like his can use the same call 
letters because WKRP-LP in Ra-
leigh is considered a separate class 
of station under federal regula-
tions.
  He said the nonprofit donation 
wasn’t a direct purchase of the call 
letters — it was a purchase of the 
right to apply to the Federal Com-
munications Commission for the 
call letters with the North Carolina 
group’s cooperation.
  The show “WKRP in Cincinnati” 
ran from 1978 to 1982 and starred 
Loni Anderson, Howard Hesse-
man, Tim Reid and Richard Sand-
ers as bumbling newsman   Les 
Nessman.
  Sanders provided a very Ness-
man-like comment by email, with 
the actor saying: “I have spoken 
with Les Nessman regarding the 
resurrection of WKRP in Cincin-
nati. After the failure of his dream 

  Probably the most memorable episode of 
“WKRP in Cincinnati” was a 1978 funny fictional 
account of a  promotional event that, literally, 
crashed.
  Nerdy newscaster Les Nessman (Richard Sand-
ers) was doing a live spot at a shopping mall for 
a Thanksgiving stunt. He calmly and cheerfully 
reported the arrival of a helicopter which circled 
the area and then began disgorging … sky div-
ers? Without parachutes and … “Ohmigod … 
Turkeys!” In imitation of the famous radio broad-
cast of the crashing of the Hindenburg zeppelin 
in 1937, Nessman cried, “Oh! The humanity!” as 
the birds smashed into windshields and shopping 
carts. When it was all over, Station Manager Ar-
thur Carlson (Gordon Jump) lamented, “As God 
is my witness, I thought turkeys could fly.”

to replace Walter Cronkite on the 
CBS evening news, he is hopeful 
that he can resume his duties as 
the News, Sports, Weather, Traf-

fic, and Farm Report Director at 
WKRP.”
 “I think we can all hope that 
WKRP will return to the airwaves 

with more music and Les Ness-
man,” Sanders said, echoing a 
running joke on the comedy se-
ries.

THE CAST OF “WKRP in Cincinatti,” which aired 1978 to 1982 on  CBS.
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Sports
Retorts
Jim Tortolano

The Spirt of’76:
More games for
TV and gaming
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Ted Turner: One of a Kind
An influence in
sport, media and
a lot more yet

Continued on page 8

Hitless Halos fall;  LAD wins  

  With a burgeoning fanbase that 
stretched far beyond the South, 
the Braves turned into a World 
Series mainstay during the 
1990s, and Turner finally hoist-
ed the Commissioner’s Trophy 
in 1995 before selling the fran-

designed to sort out a dozen or 
so conference champions. We 
are moving to an era in which 
every team with a barely above 
.500 record (say, 16-15) can 
dream and yes, complain about 
who above the mediocre didn’t 
get a chance to be slaughtered 
on ESPN by 40 points in the 
first round.
  What’s going on is fairly obvi-
ous. The more games, the more 
opportunities for broadcasts. 
The more broadcasts, the more 
wagering. The more wager-
ing, the more people who will 
bet on a game that most folks 
otherwise wouldn’t watch the 
broadcast if they were paid to.
  I’m not implying the tendency 
to have more teams in March 
Madness is corrupting the game 
of college basketball. That pro-
cess is already well underway. 
What it is doing is diluting the 

 Shocking News! Not Every Col-
lege Basketball Team Will Make 
it To March Madness! Gamblers 
Grumble!

  That’s the sort of future 
headline you can expect to see 
in the not-too-distant future as 
college sports – indeed nearly 
all high-dollar athletics – race 
towards being a nearly-owned  
subsidiary of the NGAEO, 
National Gambling Association 
For Eternal Optimists.
  Let me explain.
 This week the NCAA an-
nounced its major men’s and 
women’s college basketball 
tournaments will each have a 

field of 76 
participants 
in 2027, a 21 
percent in-
crease from 
this year.
 That means 
that more 
than one 
out of five 
schools 
will go to a 
tournament 
originally 

By R.J. Rico and 
Tim Reynolds
Associated Press

  ATLANTA (AP) — Ted Turner 
was a sportsman of all types, a 
world champion in sailing and a 
World Series-winning owner in 
baseball.
  He famously owned the Atlan-
ta Braves, leveraging his own-
ership of the TBS superstation 
to broadcast their games across 
the country, all while showcas-
ing his outsized personality at a 
time when many owners stayed 
behind the scenes.
  Turner, who died Wednesday, 
bought the struggling Braves in 
the 1970s, put the team on his 
then-tiny TV station and then 
sold the signal to cable systems 
nationwide.
 “He effectively transformed 
the Braves into a team with a 
national reach and set the table 
for ways that local teams have 
now gained more of a national 
footprint,” said Travis Vogan, 
a sports media professor at the 
University of Iowa.

chise the next year.
 In a statement Wednesday, 
MLB Commissioner Rob Man-
fred called Turner a “vision-
ary whose impact on the media 
landscape transformed how fans 
experience sports.”

TED TURNER, star of sport and media (Wikipedia)

From staff writers

 There are a lot of good strate-
gies to win a baseball game, but 
probably the best is to get your 
hits when you have runners on 
base.
 On Friday night, the Los An-
geles Angels outhit the visiting 
Toronto Blue Jays six to three, 
but batted zero for five with run-
ners in scoring position en route 
to a 2-0 defeat,
 The Jays scored two runs in the 
third for the games’ only runs. 
The star for Toronto was Dylan 
Cease (3-1) who worked seven 
innings, yielding five hits, strik-

ing out 10 batters and walking 
none.
 The Angels’ starter Reid Det-
mers (1-3) had a rough start, 
lasting just 3.2 innings, giving 
up just two hits and two runs but 
walked six Blue Jays.
 At bat, Jo  Adell had the only 
good night, going 2-for-3 with a 
double,
 The loss dropped the Halos to 
15-24, good for fifth place in 
the American League West, one 
game back of the fourth place 
Houston Astros.
 The Angels and Blue Jays will 
continue their series on Satur-
day.

 Dodgers 3, Braves 1: Fred-
die Freeman hit his 100th home 
run as a Los Angeles Dodger 
and did it Friday against his for-
mer team, the Atlanta Braves at 
Chavez Ravine.
 That homer, his fourth of the 
year, helped the Blue Crew 
maintain a one-game lead in the 
National League West over the 
San Diego Padres. The Dodgers 
were outhit nine to five but still 
prevailed.
 Leadoff batter Shohei Ohtani 
is continuing to play as a mor-
tal, getting just one hit in four 
at-bats (.248 so far in 2026) but 
drove in a run.



 

Ducks fall to Knights;
Lakers trail Thunder
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n Prep Sports Spotlight
n   NHL and NBA

LITSY ALCOCER (above),  a soccer player for the 
Pacifica Mariners, is one of of the Mariner female athletes who will 
continue their sports careers at colleges and universities. Litsy is 
bound for Santa Clara University. Landon Evans (runner) will attend 
Biola University, Tyler Yesenosky (runner) will go to the University 
of Tampa,  Gina Le (tennis) is off to the University of Redlands 

  The Pacifica softball team defeated El Modena 12-7 on 
Tuesday, breaking open a 4-4 game by outscoring the Van-
guards 8-3 the rest of the way.
  Mattea Stern was 4-for-5 with two runs scored and one run 
driven in. Leyla Ayres was 2-for-5 with four runs driven in 
with two doubles. 
  The M’s are rated 33rd in the state and 16th in the CIF-SS. 
At our deadline they are locked in a three-way tie for first in 
the Crestview League as La Habra, Pacifica and El Modena  
each finished with 7-5 conference records.
  The Garden Grove High baseball team saw its six-game 
winning streak snapped on Wednesday losing 6-3  to the 
Century Centurions.
  That followed a 6-0 win over the Santa Ana Saints on Tues-
day. The Argonauts have clinched the Orange Coast League 
with an 11-1 mark and an overall 19-9 record. 

Oilers advance in lacrosse
 The Huntington Beach High girls’ lacrosse team has 
advanced to the CIF-SS Division 2 semifinals Thursday 
with an 8-7 win over Edison in the quarterfinals.
Ella Jones scored four goals for the orange-and-black.   

Mariners, Argonauts
post diamond victories

   Home was no place to be for the Anaheim Ducks on 
Friday, as they were overwhelmed by the visiting Vegas 
Golden Knights, 6-2.
  The visitors from Nevada led by 5-0 after two periods, 
making a two-goal rally by the Ducks in the third period 
irrelevant.
The Golden Knights’ win enable them to take a 2-1 lead in 
the NHL West second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs.
  Mitch Marner had a hat trick and also added an assist. 
Shea Theodore had a goal and an assist.
 The Ducks got goals from Chris Kreider and Beckett Sen-
necke. Lukas Dostal made three saves on eight shots against 
Vegas and was replaced in goal by Ville Husso with 17 
saves on 19 shots. The third Vegas score was an empty net 
goal.
Game Four is set for Sunday at Honda Center.
  Thunder 125, Lakers 104: The defending NBA cham-
pion Oklahoma Thunder put the Los Angeles Lakers into a 
2-0 hole with their big win in Oklahoma City on Thursday. 
Chet Holmgren and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander each scored 
22 points for the winners.
  Austin Reaves led Lakers with 31 points and LeBron 
James added 23. The series goes back to LA on Saturday.

Continued on page 9
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How gerrymandering works and may not

Retorts: Good news is welcome

Continued from  page 6

News briefs

More hoops? A sure bet

Continued from  page 3

whole point of a playoff series 
and declaring a champion, to 
determine which team has the 
talent, character and skill to 
emerge as the best.
 That stuff is interesting, I sup-

pose. It is fine, as long as Fan 
Duel, Draft Kings and Caesars 
Sportsbook get their cut. 
  By that, I men their rapidly-
growing slice  of a pie which is 
getting more and more tasteless 
each year.

Brookhurst Triangle project  at 
Brookhurst and Garden Grove 
(and Brookhurst Way). There 
are finally sticks in the ground 
(actually, still rods). 
  That project – believe it or 
not – has been “under develop-
ment” by various parties since 
the mid-80s.
  Long-timers with good memo-
ries will recall that the site was 
once occupied by Smith Ford 
and Brookhurst Dodge, an ugly 
furniture store and - going back 
even further – a Studebaker 
dealership.
We also applaud the display on 

Main Street of flags celebrating 
the 250th anniversary of the 
founding of the United States.   
Kudos to the Garden Grove 
Neighborhood Association and 
Garden Grove Downtown Busi-
ness Association for their role 
in this.
  Finally, we’re glad to see the 
“State of the City” event this 
week in Westminster at the 
Rose Center. It’s an event that’s 
been gone for years … we’re 
hoping it will represent a turn-
around for that city’s troubled 
political and economic recent 
past.

Seat safety for your kids

Swift tribune band). 
  Parking will be available on 
the site, as well as at the LDS 
Church (12742 Lampson Ave., 
Garden Grove), Lampson 
Elementary School (13321 
Lampson Ave., Orange), and 
Cal Optima Health (300 City 
Parkway, Orange).
  Free shuttle services will be 
available from the Lampson 
school and Cal Optima sites.

Continued from  page 3

Continued from  page 0

By David A. Lieb
Associated Press

 The gerrymandering of House 
districts is becoming more ram-
pant across the U.S.
 The word “gerrymander” was 
coined in America more than 
200 years ago as an unflatter-
ing way to describe the politi-
cal manipulation of boundaries 
for legislative voting districts 
by those in charge of drawing 
them.
 The word has stood the test of 
time, in part because Ameri-
can politics remain fiercely 
competitive. And with time 
and technology, politicians 
have become even more adept 

at drafting voting districts that 
benefit their political party.

How are voting 
districts drawn?
In many states, the legislature 
is responsible for drawing U.S. 
House districts, subject to the 
approval or veto of the gover-
nor. 
 District maps must be redrawn 
every decade, after each census, 
to make sure that each district 
has about the same number of 

voters.
But in certain states, nothing 
prevents legislatures from redis-
tricting more often.
Some states entrust redistricting 
to special commissions com-
posed of citizens or bipartisan 
panels of politicians in an effort 
to limit gerrymandering. 

How does a 
gerrymander work?
  If a political party controls the 
legislature and governor’s of-
fice — or has such a large legis-
lative majority that it can over-
ride vetoes — it can effectively 
draw districts to its advantage.
  One common method of gerry-
mandering is for a majority par-
ty to draw voting districts that 
dilute the power of an oppos-
ing party’s voters by spreading 
them among multiple districts. 
Another is for the majority 
party to pack voters who sup-
port the opposing party into a 
few districts, thus allowing the 
majority party to win a greater 
number of surrounding districts.

Why is it called 
gerrymandering?
 The term dates to 1812, when 
Massachusetts Gov. Elbridge 
Gerry signed a bill redrawing 
state Senate districts to ben-
efit the Democratic-Republican 
Party. Some thought an oddly 
shaped district looked like a 
salamander. 
 A newspaper illustration 
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dubbed it “The Gerry-mander” 
— a term that later came to de-
scribe any district drawn for 
political advantage. Gerry lost 
reelection as governor in 1812 
but won election that same year 
as vice president to President 
James Madison.
Though Gerry’s name was pro-
nounced with a hard “G” — like 
Gary — his namesake redistrict-
ing method is pronounced with a 
soft “G” — like Jerry.
Is political gerrymandering 

in elections illegal?
  Not under the U.S. Constitu-
tion.
  The Supreme Court, in a 2019 
case originating from North Car-
olina, ruled that federal courts 
have no authority to decide 
whether partisan gerrymander-
ing goes too far. Chief Justice 
John Roberts wrote: “The Con-
stitution supplies no objective 
measure for assessing whether a 
districting map treats a political 
party fairly.”
 The court noted that partisan 
gerrymandering claims could 

continue to be decided in state 
courts under their own consti-
tutions and laws. Some state 
courts, including the North Car-
olina Supreme Court, have ruled 
they also have no authority to 
decide partisan gerrymandering 
claims.
 
Why are more states 
errymandering?
 The urge to gerrymander can 
become stronger when more is 
at stake. For example, the 2024 
elections resulted in a very slim 
Republican majority in the U.S. 

House. To try to maintain that 
majority in the 2026 elections, 
President Donald Trump urged 
Republican officials in Texas to 
redraw their congressional dis-
tricts to their advantage to win 
additional seats. Democrats who 
control California’s government 
countered by redrawing their 
congressional districts to try to 
win more seats — a move rati-
fied by California voters. The 
gerrymandering in the nation’s 
two most populous states led 
officials in other states to also 
redraw House districts to try to 
gain their parties an edge.

What does data show 
about gerrymandering?
 Statisticians and political scien-
tists have developed a variety of 
ways to try to quantify the parti-
san advantage that may be attrib-
utable to gerrymandering.
  Republicans, who control redis-
tricting in more states than Dem-
ocrats, used the 2010 census data 
to create a strong gerrymander.   
 An Associated Press analysis 
of that decade’s redistricting 
found that Republicans enjoyed 
a greater political advantage in 
more states than either party had 
in the past 50 years.
  Democrats responded to match 
Republican gerrymandering 
after the 2020 census. An AP 
analysis of the 2024 elections 
showed a significant political tilt 
in one-third of the states’ con-
gressional districts, an indicator 
of potential gerrymandering. 
  But the overall number of U.S. 
House seats won by Republi-
cans and Democrats aligned al-
most perfectly with what would 
have been expected based on the 
share of the vote that each party 
received in districts across the 
nation.

Madison Tran led the scoring 
for the Chargers.
 Huntington will visit Co-
rona del Mar in the semifinal 
on Saturday. In their league 
battle, Huntington defeated 
the Sea Kings 9-4 on April 
16. The Oilers are Sunset 
League champs. Corona del 
Mar finished third.
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