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FIGHTING A  FIERY  FOE
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FBI Serves
Warrant at
GKN Factory

Continued on page 7

ORANGE CITY firefighters, along with mutual aid partners such as Anaheim 
Fire and Rescue, battled and eventually extinguished this 3-alarm fire on North 
Batavia Street in Orange . For a story and additional photo, see page three 
(Orange County Fire Department photo).
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on agenda for Tuesday
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From a staff writer

 Adoption of the munici-
pal budget for 2026-27 
and approval of a “hous-
ing element” stating how 
many units the city must 
zone for will top the 
agenda of the Huntington 
Beach City Council.

  The city is facing a bud-
get deficit for the second 
consecutive year, and the 
new  spending plan in-
cludes several cost-cutting 
measures

Records are
ordered to
be seized

No ad hoc panel: they
are liasions instead now

n WESTMINSTER
CITY COUNCIL

By Jim Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

 After a long discussion 
marked by some ill will 
among members, the 
Westminster City Council 
on Wednesday voted 5-0 
to swap the planned “ad 
hoc” committee of coun-

cilmembers for the 2027 
Tet Parade for two “liai-
sons” from the council.
The liaisons will be May-
or Chi Charlie Nguyen 
and Councilmember Nam 

By Christopher Weber
and Nartha  Belisle
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Federal authorities served 
a search warrant on 
Wednesday at a Garden 
Grove aerospace facil-
ity where a chemical tank 
overheated last month, 
forcing 50,000 residents 
to evacuate because au-
thorities feared a cata-
strophic explosion.
 The warrant signed by a 
federal judge last week 
approved the seizure of 
documents and records 

related to the “storage, 
use, or disposal” of methyl 
methacrylate, the chemi-
cal inside the affected 
tank.
“Samples of the sub-
stance within any tank, 
tote, drum, vat, vessel, 
or container suspected of 
containing or having pre-
viously contained methyl 
methacrylate and/or any 
hazardous substance” 
were also sought, accord-
ing to the warrant.
 The warrant also orders 
agents to seize records 
related to “any cooling 
equipment or other equip-
ment used to control or 
regulate the temperature 
of methyl methacrylate.”
The FBI confirmed its 
agents were searching 
GKN Aerospace Trans-

In case you missed it: USA 4, Paraguay 1 in World Cup opener at SoFi Stadiium on Friday
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Continued from page 1

HB city council meeting pre-

Continued from page 1

Westminster

 The budget includes repealing 
a policy created to speed up the 
“payoff” of the city’s unfunded 
employee pension liability, as 
well as approving an updated 
master fee and charges sched-
ule.
 After postponing a decision at 
its last meeting, the council will 
take up a housing element up-
date in its general plan in an ef-
fort to close out its dispute with 
the State of California.
 A judge has imposed a $50,000 
fine on “Surf City” for every 
month that Huntington Beach 
refuses to submit to the state its 
revised and conforming general 
plan amendment. 
 The city fought the  state’s ef-
forts to agree to zone for – but 
not necessarily build – 13,368 
housing units. Legal efforts 
were unsuccessful and the U.S. 
Supreme Court  declined to re-
view the case.
 The council will meet in closed 
session at 3:30 p.m. and in regu-
lar session at 6 p.m. at 2000 
Main St.

Quan Nguyen.
  In considering the ad hoc com-
mittee, some members rejected 
taking a role and another argued 
that the group might be unneces-
sary or even counter-productive.
 Mayor Nguyen sounded ex-
asperated by the discussion. 
Councilman Carlos Manzo ar-
gued that council participation 
in the running of the festival 
was unneeded. “Let the profes-
sionals handle it,” he said.
 He also commented that he felt 
that in last year’s parade and 
celebration, some speakers took 
on a political tone. “If there’s 
one thing that will be the death 
of this,” he said, “it will be po-
liticizing it.”
 Over the course of the discus-
sion, various council members 
volunteered and then dropped 
out from the proposed two-mem-
ber group. Councilmember Amy 
Phan West offered to work with 
the mayor, who sharply replied, 
“I don’t want to work with you.”
After some doubts were ex-
pressed about the idea of an 
ad hoc committee, the coun-
cil agreed to recast the ad hoc 
members as liaisons, instead.
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History Minute

Retorts
Jim Tortolano

Mike vs. Rob:
it oughta be a 
real good scrap

Could it have
been D-Grove?

WOODEN PALLETS ablaze in Orange on Wednesday  on 
North Batavia Street. Additional photo on front page  (Orange 
City Fire Department photo).

Commercial bldg
fire in Hunt. Bch.
stopped by HBFD

  The term is “regional housing 
needs assessment,” and – frankly 
– it’s a remarkably dumb over-
reach by the state legislature. But 
it’s the law.
  On the other hand your have 
(former) Huntington Beach City 
Attorney Gates, who thinks a 
charter city has the right to defy 
state law, based on the legal 
doctrine of “we don’t wanna.”
So far the courts – high and low 
– have found the “don’t wanna” 
defense charming but somehow 
lacking in – what’s the term? 
Logic, perhaps.
  Aside from a poor batting aver-
age, Gates has some baggage. He 
was appointed to a position in the 
Trump Administration’s Depart-
ment of Justice, but after 10 
months in Washington he returned.
  Did he quit, homesick for Surf 
City, or was he fired? He says he 
quit. There’s some disagreement 
on that, but you can be sure it will 
be raised by Bonta’s people during 
the campaign.
  Will mud be slung this fall on 
this point? Or will the campaign 
be based on important issues? Will 
either side take the higher road?
  Journalists and campaign man-
agers agree, though: “We don’t 
wanna.”

3-alarm fire in Orange
stopped from spreading

  I have to admit that the most 
interesting political contest this 
fall won’t strictly be local. It 
will be a battle between the cur-
rent state attorney general Rob 
Bonta (Democrat) and Republi-
can Michael Gates.
What’s really noteworthy is that 
they’ve been 
the lead-
ing actors 
in a dispute 
between the 
State of Cali-
fornia and 
the City of 
Huntington 
Beach over 
how many 
housing units 
a city zone 
must zone to 
build.

 A fire at a commercial building 
in Huntington Beach was quick-
ly extinguished by firefighters 
earlier this week.
  According to the Huntington 
Beach Fire Department, the blaze 
was in the 7400 block of Belva 
Drive (east of Gothard Street and 
north of Talbert Avenue).
  Arriving firefighters found 
heavy black smoke coming from 
multiple roll-up doors of the 
commercial building. 
  Crews rapidly launched an ag-
gressive attack using forcible en-
try techniques to gain access to 
the building while suppressing 
the fire with exterior hose lines.
  Firefighters were able to con-
tain the fire and prevent it from 
extending further inside the 
building. HBFD crews remained 
on the scene for several hours to 
conduct overhaul operations and 
make sure that all remaining “hot 
spots” were extinguished.
 There were no civilian injuries. 
The cause of the fire is under in-
vestigation.  

 A gigantic mountain of lumber, 
once ignited, made for a tower-
ing blaze in Orange early on 
Tuesday.
 According to the Orange City 
Fire Department, firefighters 
were dispatched to a commercial 
fire in the 2300 block of N. Bata-
via Street shortly after1:30 p.m.
 Arriving crews found “heavy 
fire conditions” involving a large 
wooden pallet yard threatening 

nearby commercial buildings. 
More units were summoned, re-
sulting in a three-alarm blaze.
 With the help of mutual aid fire 
agencies, the blaze was extin-
guished. Crews also put out “hot 
spots” after the main conflagra-
tions  shut down.
 There were no injuries reported 
and the fire was confined to the 
site. Information about the case 
was not immediately available.

Interested in shaping the
the future of Little Saigons?
  Interested in helping to shape 
the future of an important urban 
development?
 The cities of Garden Grove, 
Fountain Valley, and Santa Ana 
invite community members, 
business owners, and stakehold-
ers to attend the second Little 
Saigon Community Design 
Workshop on Saturday, June 
20, 2026, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Fountain Valley Recreation 
Center, 16400 Brookhurst St. in 

Fountain Valley.
 “At our first workshop, resi-
dents shared thoughtful ideas 
about how Little Saigon should 
look, feel and continue to grow,” 
said Garden Grove Mayor 
Stephanie Klopfenstein. “Those 
voices helped shape the draft 
design guidelines. I encourage 
everyone to review the draft, 
share feedback and help honor 
Little Saigon’s identity for gen-
erations to come.”

  One of the tallest “tall tales” 
about Garden Grove surfaced 
the other day.
 At a city council meeting, one 
of their number (we won’t say 
who) brought out the old story 
that Walt Disney originally 
wanted to locate his park in 
Garden Grove and that “we 
turned him down.”
  A nice bit of folklore, but 
with no basis in fact. When 
Disneyland opened in 1955, 
there was no City of Garden 
Grove. What’s now a munici-
pality was then a growing but 
unincorporated town.
 Also  thefact is that Disney 
bought the land in 1953. All 
planning for the park required 
access  to Interstate 5 (Santa 
Ana Freeway).



   
   Weather:  Summer’s finally here

Great Thoughts

THE STRAIGHT of Hormuz, as seen from space (Wikipedia).

Peace Agreement On the Horizon?
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NewsUpdate

“Autumn seemed to arrive suddenly that year. The morning of the 
first September was crisp and golden as an apple.”
– Ray Bradbury

“Nostalgia in  reverse, the longing for yet another strange land, grew 
especially strong in the spring.”
– John Steinbeck

“I know I am but summer to your heart and not the full four seasons 
of the year.”
– Edna St. Vincent Millay

Paramount-Warner Bros.
merger OK’d by Justice Dept.

SpaceX IPO hits Nasdaq
and spikes to $176/share
with a cap of $ 2 trillion

We in the West Orange County cities are in for a bit of a 
change of pace this coming weekend and for a few days, a 
chance of rain. Each day will be partly cloudy. Saturday is 
expected to have an afternoon high of 82 with an overnight 
low of 64 and with a 19 percent chance of rain.  Sunday 
will be similar  with the chance of rain falling to 6 percent. 
Monday will cool to 81 and 64 with the chance of rain also 
at 6 percent. Tuesday will see the chance of rain rise to 18 
percent with a high of 80 and to a low of 64.

Pakistan pres,
says a deal is 
close to finished

 The initial public offering of 
stock in SpaceX on Friday 
began trading at $150 a share 
and has gone as high as $176.
  United Press International is 
reporting that the result was a 
$2 trillion market cap. 
  Late in the trading session, 
the stock was at $176.52.
 “I love the incredible people 

 The consolidation of the Hol-
lywood movie industry moved 
a step closer on Friday with the 
Justice Department’s approval 
of the merger of Paramount and 
Warner Bros.
 According to The New York 
Times, the $11 billion deal would 
join two major movie studies; 
two major streaming services, 
Paramount+ and HBO Max and 
two major television networks.

The Justice Department stated in 
its conclusion on anti-trust issues 
that “the film industry is highly 
dynamic and the proposed trans-
action is not likely to harm com-
petition or American consumers.”
  Legal challenges may never-
theless follow. There are ties be-
tween President Donald Trump 
and members of the leadership of 
Paramount.

of SpaceX beyond words,” 
said Elon Musk in a social 
media post.
 SpaceX has become a key 
part of America’s space pro-
gram and is expected to pro-
vide the rocket for the Arte-
mis III mission to the moon 
in 2027.

  The United States and Iran 
have agreed to the wording of an 
agreement that could end  their 
on-again, off-again conflict, ac-
cording to the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, Shehbaz Sharif.
 The Associated Press is report-
ing that Sharif said the two na-
tions have concluded a “final, 
agreed-upon text.”
  “Peace has never been this 
close as it is  now,” said Sharif 
in  a social media post.
 If peace does come from this 
latest announcement, it will take 
place after several announce-
ments of “cease-fires” which 
have ended in violence.

The war began on Feb, 28 when 
the United States and Israel began 
their military actions over alleged 

development of nuclear weapons 
by Iran and, later, the closing of 
the Straight of Hormuz, a major 

highway for shipping of petro-
leum. The result has a rise in 
gasoline prices.
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We are all in for
a surprise; a real
world-size one

Feeling like
some love  rock?
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Arts&Living

Spielberg at Best: ‘Disclosure Day’

Continued on page 7

EMILY BLUNT stars in “Disclosure Day” from Universal Pictures.

 “Romance & Breakups” 
is the name of the concert 
event set for today (Satur-
day, June 13) in the Garden 
Amp in Garden Grove’s Vil-
lage Green Park (Euclid and 
Main streets). Featured are 
Zhane, 6th Day, The Love 
Shack and other amour-
themed performers. Tickets 
are selling now for $20.53 
and $42.21.

By Lindsey  Bahr
AP Film Writer

 “Disclosure Day” invites you 
into its world with a kick to the 
face. Or maybe it’s a stomp. 
Whatever it is, this opening se-
quence, in a garish professional 
wrestling ring, is bound to wake 
you up and make you wonder, 
first, if you’re in the right movie, 
and second, if Steven Spielberg 
has lost it.
 Don’t worry, he hasn’t. In fact, 
he’s on fire, making a movie that 
feels like the kinds he used to 
churn out regularly in the first 
half of his career.
  And he doesn’t make you guess 
for long where he’s going: The 
camera soon finds the one per-
son in this frenzied crowd who is 
as worried and befuddled as we 
are: His name is Daniel Kellner, 
he’s played by Josh O’Connor 
(the perfect “grown up” Spiel-
berg kid), and he is already in 
the middle of his adventure. 
The suits have found him, put a 
gun to his side and confiscated 
his backpack. A girl, Jane, has 
been taken hostage. And we as 
the audience are on a non-stop 
ride of discovery, wonder and 
thrills and, thankfully, no more 
wrestling.
  “Disclosure Day,” in theaters 
Friday, is a classic, big-hearted 
Spielberg adventure through and 
through, with ordinary people 
rebelling against shadowy secret 
keepers in the name of the truth. 
Indiana Jones wanted antiquities 
in museums for all to see. Dan-
iel, and the team of people who 
convinced him to steal files from 
a private cybersecurity firm, 
want the world to know that 
there is life elsewhere and they 
have made contact.
  Nearly 50 years after Roy 
Neary’s close encounter, Spiel-
berg isn’t so much asking ques-
tions this time: He’s blowing the 

whistle, in classic paranoid con-
spiracy thriller style (although 
this is decidedly more romantic 
than 70s-era cynical), with a 
turtlenecked Colin Firth as the 
malevolent leader of WARDEX, 
the company seeking to keep 
this information under wraps.
 The story, conceived by Spiel-
berg and scripted by David 
Koepp, finds us in a time and 
place that looks like our own. 
Attention is on a global con-
flict brewing — there are pass-
ing references to World War III, 
and some hysterical hoarding at 
the local gas station — but on a 
certain level everyone is going 
about business as usual, includ-
ing local Kansas City, Missouri, 
broadcaster Margaret Fairchild 
(Emily Blunt), who is trapped in 
weather girl mode but dreams of 
reporting serious news.
 She’s a little flighty and unset-
tled, we’re told, but then things 
start getting deeply weird: Sud-
denly she’s slipping in and out 
of different languages, knowing 

extremely personal details about 
strangers, and divining all sorts 
of information about Daniel 
and the other players in this op-
eration. Margaret and Daniel are 
clearly on a path toward one an-
other, with the men in the black 
SUVs on their tail.
 As in many Spielberg films 
there is a spiritual element to 
the proceedings of “Disclosure 
Day,” with the believers, the 
skeptics and the scared all crash-

ing into one another and slouch-
ing toward revelation. Daniel’s 
girlfriend, Jane (an excellent 
Eve Hewson), is a former nun 
who has questions and concerns 
about the utility of the informa-
tion. And the maestro of this 
operation is Hugo, a calm and 
somewhat inscrutable former 
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Stop being a
fan; be part of
the club, folks

Continued on page  8
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Quick, Throw the Ball!
Chargers want
the ball out fast
to help Herbert

Continued on page 8

JUSTIN HERBERT took a lot of hits in 2025  (AP photo).

Halos hang on; Dodgers fall
cause of the “club atmosphere” 
that it has created. 
  In Liverpool and Birming-
ham, you’re not a fan, exactly. 
You’re part of the tribe.You 
wear their colors everywhere, 
spend your wages at the pub 
that covers its walls with 
photos and banners celebrating 
your “side” and – even more 
than Red Sox fans – “live and 
die” with the outcomes.
  The lesson of team loyalty is 
being learned here. There’s a 
lot of money selling popcorn at 
the Big A, but the real money 
comes from televised games. 
The average schmoe has been 
priced out of all but the most 
remote seats.
  But to the extent you can 
make the fans feel part of 
the team, you can make the 
franchise more valuable. The 
Red Sox play in tiny Fenway 

  The World Cup is upon us  
and what’s unique about it is 
not only that the U.S. is a co-
host team – along with Canada 
and Mexico – but that we are 
now in an era where the typical 
sports fan here doesn’t think 
that Manchester is a rifle and 
knows that a “pitch” can be 
something you play on as well 
as something you throw.
  Yes, America no longer looks 
down its Coors Light at the 
world’s most popular sport. 
MLS and NWSL are expanding 
like my belt at Thanksgiving 
and the TV screens on the walls 
at Oggi’s will be populated by 
teams from nations we didn’t 

even know 
existed.
There’s 
also been 
an ancillary 
impact on 
the North 
American 
sports scene. 
“World foot-
ball” attracts 
fervently  
loyal fans –
in part – be-

n MLBaseball

By Dan Greenspan
Associated Press

  When the Los Angeles Chargers 
got on the field for the first time 
with new offensive coordinator 
Mike McDaniel, quarterback Jus-
tin Herbert was instructed to get 
the ball out of his hands as quick-
ly as possible on every throw.
 McDaniel then told the wide 
receivers to be ready for those 
incoming passes or risk being 
plunked in the head.
 “No one got hit in the face, and 
they did a great job of adapting, 
so I thought that was a cool way 
of really pushing us to get the ball 
out,” Herbert said.
 McDaniel’s emphasis on quick 
throws is shaping up to be one 
of the biggest difference in the 
Chargers’ new offensive scheme, 
which is intended to limit the 
pass rush Herbert faces and bet-
ter make the most of the array of 
skill players around him.

 Herbert took the most sacks and 
hits of his six-year career last 
season, culminating by being 
sacked six times in the Chargers’ 
16-3 AFC wild-card game loss to 
the New England Patriots. That 
defeat prompted head coach Jim 
Harbaugh to overhaul his offen-
sive staff, including firing Greg 
Roman before hiring McDaniel 
in January.
 McDaniel’s four seasons as head   

coach of the Miami Dolphins 
saw him oversee an offensive 
approach with a heavy emphasis 
on using timing passes to accu-
mulate yards after catch. When 
he first brought it to Los Ange-
les, McDaniel put together video 
cutups showing Herbert what it 
could mean for him.
“We turned on the tape of Mi-
ami the past two years and how 

By David Arthur
Orange County Tribune

 After rolling up an early lead, 
the Los Angeles Angels held on 
and posted a 4-3 victory over the 
Tampa Bay Rays Friday night in 
Anaheim.
 The Halos scored twice in the 
second and twice more in the 
third inning, With the victory, the 
Angels are 28-42, still fifth and 
last in the American League West 
but have won three straight.
 DH Nick Madrigal had the 
best night, going 2-for -3 with 
one run scored and one driven 
in. First baseman Trey Mancini 
tripled to drive in two runs.
Sam Aldegheri  (2-1) pitched 
five innings for the Angels, field-
ing three hits and two runs (one 

earned). He walked three batters 
and struck out four, while low-
ering his ERA to 2.12.
 White Sox 8, Dodgers 2: A 
seven-run fifth inning gave the 
home ChiSox the win at Rate 
Field. The Blue Crew scored 
two twice in the second when 
Santiago Espinal singled in 
Kyle Tucker and Miguel Rojas, 
but that was it for the night.
 The Chisox blowout win in-
cluded a triple with two out that 
brought in two runs. Miguel 
Vargas was 3-for-4, including 
adouble, a walk and an RBI.
 For the Dodgers only three 
players drew hits and Rojas 
was the man with two. The 
loss didn’t do much to upset the 

team’s post in the flag race; they 
are 44-26, eight games in front in 
the NL West.
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‘Disclosure Day: Look,
Steven Spielberg is back

n Prep Sports Spotlight

Continued from page 1

Nine athletes chosen for 
v-ball, lacrosse all-CIF-SS

Continued from page 5

WARDEX employee, played 
by Colman Domingo. He is soft 
coaching his unlikely heroes 
through the situation while he 
oversees what appears to be the 
construction of a set. It always 
comes back to movies, doesn’t 
it?
 Many of the greatest plea-
sures of “Disclosure Day” are 
wrapped up in our own Spielberg 
literacy. The movie language is 
unmistakably his, with shadows 
and lens flare and smoke, blown 
out lights and wet streets and all. 
His set-pieces are old fashioned, 
tactile and delightfully sane, 
from car chases to a thrilling se-
quence involving a train — ap-
parently a dream of his since he 
made “Duel.” And the John Wil-
liams score, a very undeniably 
John Williams score, is the kind 
that may produce goose bumps.
You’re never not aware that 
you’re watching a movie in the 
silly ways too: Blunt’s hair and 
makeup are suspiciously styled 
throughout, even after a rain-

storm and days on the run. We’re 
never quite rooted in a place de-
spite all the talk otherwise: One 
might think with all the driving 
everyone is doing that the dis-
tances between Kansas City, In-
diana and the D.C. area aren’t all 
that far. The CGI animals look 
like CGI animals. And for all the 
specificity of a specific date for 
a specific character’s childhood, 
in 1996, said child’s bedroom, 
and pajamas, look perhaps more 
suited to 1966. But maybe these 
are just details that stick out on 
the first watch, the ones that will 
fade into the scenery as the de-
cades go by.
 While the emotional trajec-
tory of these characters was not 
something I found myself espe-
cially wrapped up in, despite the 
good acting and sharp script, the 
film itself is a profoundly emo-
tional experience in other ways. 
Spielberg’s last three movies 
have all felt like farewells in 
some way, but maybe that’s just 
projection. It would be wrong to 

FBI served search  warrant
at GVN Aerospace factory

 The 2025-26 high school athletic seasons are over and 
now the CIF-SS is revealing its all-star teams for the 
spring sports.

 Here are local athletes honored in local teams in two 
sports.

Boys Volleyball
• Division 1: Ben Arguello and Logan Hutnick (Hunting-
ton Beach).
• Division 2: Brent Benson, Hank Grady and Andrew 
Boone (Edison).
• Division 6:  Nathan Nguyen, Trung (Bi) Nguyễn and 
Aaron Nguyễn  (Garden Grove).

Boys Lacrosse
• Division 3: Cale Burke (Huntington Beach).

Continued on page 8

parency Systems in of Garden 
Grove. Multiple vehicles and 
several federal agents were seen 
outside the facility Wednesday 
morning.
  Company says it’s cooperating 
with authorities
  GKN Aerospace makes cockpit 
windows, canopies and wind-
shields. The tank that overheated 
contained 6,000 to 7,000 gallons 
of methyl methacrylate, which 
is highly flammable. The liquid 
is used in the manufacturing of 
plastics and coatings, such as 
Plexiglas and dental prosthetics.
Exposure to the chemical can 
cause serious respiratory prob-
lems, neurological issues and 
irritation to the skin, eyes and 
throat, according to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.
 The chemical that overheated is 
still in the holding tank, accord-
ing to the Orange County Health 
Care Agency, which is leading 
the site cleanup and waste re-

moval efforts.
 The agency had planned to 
pump the neutralized methyl 
methacrylate from the stor-
age tanks into sealed trucks for 
transport and disposal starting at 
the end of last week, according 
to a press release on the agen-
cy’s website. But on Friday, they 
said the removal didn’t happen 
“due to unavailable resources.”
Once a new date is confirmed, 
they will provide advance notice 
to the community.
 Responding to a request for 
comment on the FBI investiga-
tion, a GKN spokesperson told 
the AP on Wednesday morning: 
“We are cooperating with author-
ities at our Garden Grove facility 
and will continue to do so.”
 GKN Aerospace’s Steve Carlin 
spoke at a community meeting 
Tuesday. He thanked the fire-
fighters and local leaders who 
responded to the incident at the 
plant that employs more than 
500 people.
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The quick throw may keep him healthy

Continued from  page 3

Continued from  page 5

Sports Retorts: Go small

Movie review: ‘Disclosure Day’

Continued from  page 6

many plays they had of ‘YAC’ 
and guys catching the ball and 
breaking for a touchdown, so the 
better I can do it, getting the ball 
quicker into their hands into a 
position where they can run with 
it, the better our offense will be,” 
he said.
 The more effective Herbert can 
be with those throws, it should 
correlate into a reduction in 
the amount of wear and tear 
the 28-year-old absorbs. Her-
bert played through a broken 
bone in his non-throwing hand 
while taking the Chargers to the 
playoffs for the second straight 
season under Harbaugh, but he 
looked physically diminished at 
the end of the campaign as the 
heavy volume of contact accu-

mulated.
 If the ball comes out immedi-
ately, edge rushers will have 
less time to collapse the pocket 
and get to Herbert, especially 
with standout offensive tackles 
Rashawn Slater and Joe Alt re-
turning from season-ending in-
juries.
 “I think he’s just got a great feel 
for the game,” Herbert said of 
McDaniel. “He understands how 
defenses are ever-changing, and 
it’s his goal to be able to take 

away the pass rush. If you’re get-
ting the ball out quickly, there’s 
really nothing they can do about 
it.”
 It requires a change in mindset 
for Herbert, who spent much 
of his initial NFL tenure being 
asked to stay in the pocket as 
long as possible looking for ver-
tical throws to maximize his pre-
cision passing and mobility.
 “The emphasis of getting the 
ball before the receivers are even 
looking for it, that’s kind of the 
new part. In years past, where 
you relied on your arm strength 
to put the ball exactly where you 
need to instead of trusting it and 
throwing it to a spot and letting 
them go and get it, so I think that 
part’s different,” said Herbert, 

who has also tweaked his me-
chanics and footwork to match 
McDaniel’s demands.
The downside of that initial ag-
gression came in the constant 
abuse subjected to Herbert’s 
body, which will be addressed 
with McDaniel scheming up 
game plans every week.
“ It’s a difficult conversation be-
cause I feel responsible for a lot 
of those hits of holding onto the 
ball and trying to make some-
thing happen down the field,” 
Herbert said. “
  But, yeah, to have an offense 
where we’re able to do every-
thing, the quick game, play ac-
tion, keepers, it holds the defense 
accountable, so I think it’s defi-
nitely good for us.”

bleed” section.  You don’t have 
to hike for a half-hour (uphill) to 
find a latrine.
 Of course, there’s more to the 
economics of big sports. There’s 
real estate and synergy – build-
ing sport palaces surrounded by 
eateries, night clubs, condos, 
etc.
 So, if Anaheim ever can get its 
act together about its stadium 
issues, it might want to start 
by thinking smaller, as well as 
having a team that plays better. 
A club that wins a lot is a lot 
more fun to join than the one 
that doesn’t.

Park (capacity 37,000 or so) yet 
are considered the fourth most 
valuable MLB franchise, worth 
more than $5 billion.
  After years of building huge 
stadiums, the trend is opposite 
now. Nine of the 30 big league 
baseball teams now play in 
a stadium with a capacity of 
under 40,000 and the new field 
in Las Vegas ( ready – in theory 
– to open in 2028) will be just 
33,000.
 There’s something emotionally 
appealing of the intimacy of 
such a place. There’s no “nose-

think of “West Side Story,”“The 
Fabelmans” and “Disclosure 
Day” as part of an encore. But 
they do share an unapologetic 
sentimentality. Spielberg has 
often been wistful, warm and 
glassy eyed in his films, but 
maybe this is the kind of poi-
gnancy that comes with age. It 
just hits a little harder.
Did “Disclosure Day” make 
me believe in aliens or want to 

seek out truther documentaries 
about “ unidentified anomalous 
phenomena ” however? Eh …? 
Mostly, it just reminded me that 
I believe in Spielberg. Always 
have.

“Disclosure Day,” a Univer-
sal Pictures release in theaters 
Friday, is rated PG-13 by the 
Motion Picture Association for 
“action/violence, some bloody 
images, and strong language.” 


