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California Republican gubernatorial candidate Steve Hilton speaks during an 
election night event on Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2026, in Garden Grove, Calif. (AP 
Photo/William Liang). For more on his visit to the Big Strawberry, see 
story on page three.
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GKN hazmat still on the agenda
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A light agenda will greet 
the Stanton City Council 
when it meets on Tuesday.
The council will receive 

an update on homeless 
outreach activities as well 
as a presentation from the 
Orange County Mosquito 
and Vector Control Dis-
trict about its current op-

erations including efforts 
to deal with West Nile Vi-
rus concerns.
Also on the agenda are:
• consideration of con-

tinuance of emergency 

proclamations related to 
the homelessness crisis in 
the city, and the Western 
Avenue GKN hazmat in-
cident.
 • approval of profes-

sional services agree-
ments with two firms to 
provide on-call archi-

The hazmat incident at 
the GKN Aerospace in 
West Garden Grove over 
the Memorial Day week-
end is long over, but the 
follow-up continues.
At Tuesday’s meeting of 

the Garden Grove City 
Council, the adoption of 
a resolution extending the 
proclamation of the lo-
cal emergency related to 

the chemical tanks at the 
factory at 12122 Western 
Ave. will be considered.
The result of the release 

of vapors of the MMA 
chemical and the possibil-
ity of a major leak or even 
explosion led to the evac-

uation of an area affecting 
about 40,000 people that 
included parts of not just 
Garden Grove, but also 
Anaheim, Buena Park, 
Cypress, Seal Beach, 
Stanton and Westminster.
According to the staff 

report, “although the 
expected failure of the 
chemical tanks has been 

By Jim Tortolano
Orange County Tribune

There were a lot of sur-
prises in the nationwide 
mid-term elections on 
Tuesday, but the biggest 
turnabout locally are re-
sults from the Westminster 
City Council election.
According to the lat-

est results from the Or-
ange County Registrar of 
Voters, Councilmember 
Carlos Manzo is lead-
ing incumbent mayor Chi 
Charlie Nguyen by 167 
votes. That’s 8,936 votes 
for Manzo to 8,769 for 
Nguyen.
Another result of note 

is in the contest for the 
District 1 seat held by the 
controversial incumbent 
Amy Phan West. David 
Johnson, who serves on 
the Westminster School 
District board, is lead-
ing West by 3,142 (50.94 
percent) to 2,551 (41.36 
percent).
Another changing of the 

guard that may be coming 
to the Garden Grove City 
Council is in the District 
4 race, where challenger 
Hieu Nguyen is lead-
ing the field with 2,356 
votes (36.90 percent), fol-
lowed by former council-
member Patrick Phat Bui 
with 1,768 votes (27.69 
percent). Incumbent Joe 
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Stanton council

Double homicideWheelchair
rider killed in
HB accident

Continued from page 1

Elections

GG council
Continued from page 1

tectural services in the total 
amount of $150,000.
• acceptance of the comple-

tion of the annual citywide 
sidewalk repair project at the 
cost of $72,375.
The council will meet in City 

Hall, 7800 Katella Ave. at 6:30 
p.m.

DoVinh is in third place with 
1,592 votes (24.93 percent).
Rogers Flanders is the likely 

winner of the District 1 race 
to replace Councilmember 
George Brietigam, who is 
termed out. Flanders had 3,898 
votes (49.27 percent), fol-
lowed by Long Nguyen with 
2,242 votes (34.24 percent) and 
Thomas Quoc Thai Nguyen 
with 705 votes (10.77 percent).
In the 36th State Senate race, 

incumbent Republican (and 
former Huntington Beach may-
or) Tony Strickland is trailing 
Democratic challenger Chris 
Duncan by 165,409 (50.6 per-
cent) to 161,337 (49.4 percent).
In the 72th State Assembly 

seat contest, Huntington Beach 
City Councilmember Gracey 
Van Der Mark, a Republican,  
is holding a lead over Democrat 
Chris Kluwe by 94,499 votes 
(50.6 percent) to 92,285 (49.4 
percent).

abated, cleanup and remedia-
tion efforts continue at the site. 
Two of the three chemical tanks 
were completely drained, the 
failed tank continues its red-tag 
condition and the assessment 
and determination of whether 
the tanks will be removed from 
the site has not been completed.
Also on the agenda are:
• a community spotlight and 

proclamation in recognition 
of Kiwanis Club of Garden 
Grove’s 75th anniversary;
• consideration of a request 

from West Garden Grove Youth 
Baseball for co-sponsorship of 
the 2027 Opening Day Parade 
on Feb. 6, 2027 at a cost of 
$14,550.
The council will meet at 6:30 
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Dirty tricks are
nothing new
in U.S. politics

Continued on page 8

A lot of us are following the 
close race for a U.S. Senate seat  
in Alaska between Republican 
incumbent Daniel S. Sullivan 
and Democrat Nancy Peltola 
and … wait … I’m leaving 
someone out, aren’t I?
There’s a third player in this 

drama, 
someone on 
the ballot 
with the 
interesting 
name of 
Daniel J. 
Sullivan.
Did the 

Democrats 
“plant” him 
on the ballot 
to draw votes 
away from 
the other guy 

Lit-

Continued on page 8

TOO SCARY TO WASTE

with a similar name?
The controversy brought to 

mind some of the great politi-
cal dirty  tricks of all time.
Watergate was awash in politi-

cal sabotage, but that backfired 
against “Tricky Dicky” in the 
long run. Other shenanigans 
were more successful.
In the 2000 Republican 

presidential battle, Sen. John 
McCain of Arizona was doing 
well against Texas Gov. George 
W. Bush until Lee Atwater, 
the king of political mischief, 
cooked up a phony poll in 
which voters were asked if they 
minded if McCain had fathered 
an illegitimate child (totally 
false). 
It was dirty but it worked 

and “W” won the nomina-
tion, which led us to “hanging 
chads” and the long count of 
the Florida balloting that put 
him in the White House.
Dick Tuck was famous on the 

Democratic side. He arranged 
to have a group of pregnant 
women at the 1972 Republican 
convention wearing signs that 
read “Nixon’s the One.”
While it’s difficult to imag-

ine him as some sort of love 

Hilton’s short
night at GG’s
Hyatt Regency

‘Principal for a Day’ in the
Westminster School District

We know that Halloween is over, but this image of towering 
terror on Tunstall Street in West Garden Grove was too good to 
not use. And that’s not David S. Pumpkins (Tribune photo).

Steve Hilton didn’t have a 
good night on Tuesday. But pre-
sumably, he had a good night’s 
sleep in a good hotel. in Garden 
Grove.
Hilton, the Republican 

nominee for governor, was the 
headliner as the  California 
Republican  Party held its “vic-
tory” party at the Hyatt Regency 
at Chapman Avenue and Harbor 
Boulevard. 
And as most people – and 

probably even himself – ex-
pected, there wasn’t much to 
celebrate.
The networks called the race 

for Democratic nominee Xavier 
Becerra shortly after the polls 
closed on Tuesday at 8 p.m. He, 
of course, conceded.
“Maybe this isn’t the best year 

to be running for office as a 
Republican,” he said, according 
to LAist.com, in a pretty good 
example of understatement.
By noon the next day, the Cali-

fornia Secretary of State’s office 
calculated his vote share at 36 
percent. “We’ll plan on bring-
ing the fight more intensely than 
ever in 2028,” said Hilton.

Harbinger’s shape 
of big things to come

Westminster School District welcomed local business professionals, 
community organizations, public agencies, and education partners
to its annual Principal for a Day event on Wednesday, October 

28, offering participants an opportunity to experience the District’s 
schools through the eyes of campus leadership.
Community partners visited school campuses throughout the Dis-

trict, spending time with principals, observing classrooms, meeting 
educators, and gaining a closer look at the programs and experiences 
that support WSD students each day.
The event brought together representatives from a wide range of 

organizations, including the Boys & Girls Club, Shopoff, Westmin-
ster Police Department, American Tiger Martial Arts, Consulate of 
Mexico, Strategic Kids, Healthy Smiles, Tomorrow’s Talent, Or-
ange County Fire Authority, First 5 Orange County, WFRC, Abra-
zar, Assistance League of Huntington Beach, Chick-fil-A, Hunting-
ton Beach Union High School District, Project Youth OC, Costco 
Wholesale and Advance Estate Realty, along with a parent repre-
sentative.

Continued on page 8

Garden Grove isn’t exactly 
Detroit, but it does have an 
automobile factory and a bright-
looking future.
Harbinger, located on Knott 

Street (just north of the Garden 
Grove Freeway) has raised $240 
million to expand its lineup 
beyond electric trucks and 
vans into energy and defense 
contracting.
The firm got good news in 

September when FedEx ordered 
2,000 all-electric trucks for a 
total price of over $300 mil-
lion. Investors feel that there’s 
a growing demand for energy 
storage and the power appetite 
for the booming AI market.
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NewsUpdate

“Defeat doesn’t finish a man, quit does, A man is not finished when 
he’s defeated. He’s finished when he quits.”
– Richard Nixon

“Life is to lived, not controlled; and humanity is won by continuing 
to play in the face of certain defeat.”
– Ralph Ellison

“Being defeated is often a temporary condition. Giving up is what 
makes it permanent.”
– Marilyn vos Savant

Stephen Miller will be next 
White House chief of staff

Cybertruck production by
Tesla to be ‘winding down’

Summer-like conditions will be in place for the next 
few days in the West Orange County area. Saturday is 
forecast to be sunny with a daytime high of 86 and an 
overnight low of 60. 
 Sunday will be similar with temps of 87 (61) and 

mostly sunny. Monday will start a slight cooling trend of 
85 (61) and partly cloudy skies. Tuesday looks similar at 
84 (60) and partly cloudy.

2 Senate races
remain uncalled
as of Friday p.m.

The Long Count Goes On and On...

THE COUNTING OF BALLOTS is still continuing in some states and cities (Shutterstock).

Two U/S Senate races and two 
elections for governor remain 
undecided as of Friday evening.
In Senate races uncalled:
• Mississippi, Democrat Scott 

Colom had a lead of just 43 
votes over Republican incum-
bent Cindy Hyde-Smith with 96 
percent of ballots counted. The 
count may continue until the 
Nov. 13 deadline.
• Alaska, Democrat Nancy Pel-

tola has an edge of 626 votes 
over Republican incumbent Dan 
Sullivan with about 74 percent 
of votes counted.
In governor’s races, Demo-

crat Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins 

leads Republican Bernadette 
Wilson by about 20 percentage 
points with roughly 74 percent 
of the votes counted in Alaska 
and in Kansas, Democrat Cindy 
Holscher leads Republican Ty 

Masterson by 5,557 votes with 
98 percent counted.
 Currently, results show that 

Democrats will hold 54 Senate 
seats in rhe new Congress con-
vening in January, to 44 for the 

Republicans with rwo races un-
decided.
In the House of Represntatives, 

Democrats will hold at least 254 
seats, to 162 for Republicans 
and 19 to be called.

Production of the distinctive 
Cybertruck will be “winding 
down” in order to give way to 
the new two-seat Cybercab, 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk an-
nounced on Friday.
United Press International 

is reporting that – in a social 
media post – Musk called the  
Cybertruck “the best vehicle 
Tesla has ever made.”
The Cybertruck is manu-

factured in a factory near 
Austin, Texas. It’s unclear 
whether the vehicle might be 
built in another location later.
Launched in 2023, an esti-

mated 20,237 units were sold 
in 2025, down from 36,965 
in 2024. 
 Musk’s controversial po-

litical stances are believed by 
some to have led to a decline 
in sales. 

Stephen Miller, described by 
the Associated Press as Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s “loyal 
combative bulldog,” will be-
come the new White House 
chief of staff.
Miller, 41, will replace Susie 

Wiles in that position, reported 
the AP. 
The move comes after Demo-

crats won solid majorities in 
both the House of Representa-
tives and Senate in this week’s 

mid-term election.
Without the support of a Re-

publican majority, the Trump 
Administration may turn to “a 
potential burst of executive ac-
tions,” for the two years that re-
main on his second term.
Miller, speaking during the 

mid-term campaign, called some 
Democrats “extremists, freaks 
and America-hating lunatics” 
through social media posts.
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Arts&Living

GODZILLA does some impromptu urban renewal in Tokyo (GKIDS).

Fair  H H

‘Godzilla Minus Zero’ is a Miss

Continued on page 8

      ‘Fiddler’ to open 
at Gem Theatre
The classic story of love, loss, 

tradition, family  and com-
munity, “Fiddler on the Roof,” 
will open on Thursday, Nov. 
12 at the historic Gem Theatre 
on Main Street in downtown 
Garden Grove.
The opening night Gala will be  

Saturday, Nov. 14. Ticket prices 
are $50 for adults, $35 for 
seniors, 12 and under, military; 
$85 for the Gala. The Gem is 
located at 12852 Main St. 

Everyone’s fave
giant lizard not
up to his best

‘‘FIDDLER ON THE ROOF”
opens on Nov. 12.

By Jake Coyle
AP Film Writer

Even Godzilla can be felled by an 
old hazard: the sophomore slump.
Though Godzilla has been stomp-

ing around for more than half a 
century, “Godzilla Minus Zero” 
is a sequel. It follows the quite ex-
cellent, Oscar-winning “Godzilla 
Minus One,” a reset for the kaiju 
franchise that brought Godzilla 
back to its postwar Japan roots.
Director, writer and visual-effects 

maven Takashi Yamazaki’s feel 
for the textures of both the scaly 
one and period Japan remains 
richly rewarding in “Godzilla 
Minus Zero,” which picks up 
two years following the previ-
ous film, in 1949. The follow-up, 
like its predecessor, marries hu-
man-scaled drama with a flair for 
stompy-stomp spectacle.
Yet those calibrations are slightly 

off in “Godzilla Minus Zero.” The 
melodrama on the ground over-
takes the movie, sagging it with 
a bloated story that leaves you 
pining for the big guy to turn up 
again. When he does, Yamazaki’s 
film has the roaring thunder it 
needs. But too much of its lengthy 
runtime feels like the familiar 
overreach of a too-ambitious se-
quel.
The film picks up with ex-ka-

mikaze pilot Kōichi Shikishima 
(Ryunosuke Kamiki), his wife 
Noriko (Minami Hamabe) and 
their young daughter, Akiko (Sae 
Nagatani). The post-WWII at-
mosphere of trauma and loss still 
permeates. The parents, conscious 
of the many orphaned children at 
Akiko’s school, warn her not to be 
too overjoyed when they pick her 
up.
Born in 1954, Godzilla arose out 

of atom bomb allegory. As the de-
cades wore on, the monster series 
often lost touch with the grief it 
was born out of. While Yamazaki’s 
Toho Japanese-language rebirth is 

most immediately laudable for its 
dynamic yet low-budget visuals, 
his reclamation project is as much 
about returning to the concussed 
and traumatized mental state of 
postwar Japan.
So when the lightning bolt-spew-

ing dragon Ghidorah turns up, its 
path of destruction is more like 
a haunting of previous traumas. 
Professor Kanji Murakami (Min 
Tanaka), having lost his family 
in the bombing of Hiroshima and 
watched Tokyo’s Ginza district 
leveled in “Godzilla Minus One,” 
experiences Ghidorah’s smash-
ing of the city of Matsumoto like 
PTSD.
Murakami isn’t the primary fig-

ure of “Godzilla Minus Zero,” but 
he may be the most interesting. 
His vengeful fury for the occu-
pying Americans adds a political 
dimension to the drama. The U.S. 
Army, absent in “Godzilla Minus 
One,” is here seen as a purely 
self-serving presence that wants 
no part of Japan’s new crisis.
Instead, putting a stop to Ghi-

dorah falls to a ragtag group led 
by the naval engineer Kenji Noda 
(a charmingly eccentric Hidetaka 

Yoshioka). His team includes a 
newcomer: meteorologist Makoto 
Aoyama (Masami Nagasawa), 
who can predict kaiju movements 
based on weather patterns. Kōichi 
and Noriko also reluctantly join 
the effort, a torturous decision 
given that it means leaving their 
daughter behind, probably for 
good.
Laudable as the human focus 

of “Godzilla Minus Zero” may 
be, none of the characters have 
enough depth to carry the em-
phasis they’re given. Their delib-
erations often feel artificial and 

overwrought. Meanwhile, we 
impatiently await Godzilla like 
Godot. For all the movie’s earnest 
reckonings, he’s the most tragic 
and meaningful character, and it’s 
hard not to miss him when he’s 
away.
There are two massive monster 

set pieces in “Godzilla Minus 
Zero,” a relatively paltry offering 
if kaiju slamma jamma is your 
thing. It might be enough if they 
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n NHL and NBA

Someone once said that 
“quantity has a quality all its 
own.” It might be true of pizza 
and smooching, but I’m not 
sure it’s true about big-time 
sports.
As I write this, the Big Wigs 

of college football are ar-
ranging to double the College 
Football Playoff field from 12 
to 24 teams.
The Big 10 is now 18 … 

so far …. and stretches from 
coast-to-coast. Its   character as 
a Midwest conference is shot 
to heck.
We can’t possibly pass over 

a 6-5 team that might have 
Cinderella-upset possibilities! 

Especially 
if they have 
a strong TV 
following 
and fit the 
proper de-
mographics 
and psycho-
graphics to 
consume lots 
of beer and 
buy pickup 
trucks which 
will hold 

Can Chargers Push On?
0-7 start for
Bolts a shock
for everyone

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8

CHARGERS PRACTICE in preparation for Sunday’s game 
against the Houston Texans (Chargers photo).

reaching the national champion-
ship game last season.
Now, Mesidor and the Char-

gers would need to close the 
season with an incredible 10-
game winning streak to have 
much hope of reaching the play-
offs.

nothing more than a keg or a 
Christmas tree.
This trend toward “more ev-

erything” is not just in college 
football (and basketball, come 
to think of it). The NFL used to 
play strictly on Sundays – with 
an exception for Thanksgiving 
day.
Now, the NFL is hawking 

gaming, ED medicine and fast 
food on Sundays, Mondays, 
Thursdays and even on Satur-
days when the collegians aren’t 
playing. The season has been 
stretched from 14 games to 16 
and 18 isn’t far behind.
MLB playoffs – once just best 

of seven games between league 
champs – is now as many of 
four rounds of post-season 
action. The NBA and NHL – 
once considered “winter”sports 
leagues  — stretch from the 
dog days of September all the 

Too many is
too much for
some sports

      
n Weekend
in Football

n Rams vs  Commanders, 
Sunday, 10 a.m., Channel 11.
n Chargers host Houston, 
Sunday, 1:05 p.m., Channel 2.
n UCLA at Minnesota, Sat-
urday, 9 a.m., Channel 11.

By Dan Greenspan
Associated Press

EL SEGUNDO (AP) — At 
0-7, the Los Angeles Chargers 
are nowhere near where they 
thought they would be this sea-
son.
Rookie edge rusher Akheem 

Mesidor might have best reflect-
ed the chasm between expecta-
tions and reality for the reeling 
club as he struggled to sum up 
what went wrong in a 24-9 loss 
to the Rams on Sunday.
“I don’t know,” Mesidor said. 

“I don’t know what to say. Ev-
erybody in this locker room 
wants to win, and we’re doing 
what it takes every week, the 
preparation to do so. But I don’t 
know. I wouldn’t know how to 
explain what happened.”
As the 22nd pick in the NFL 

draft, Mesidor was brought in 
to provide immediate help to a 
team with Super Bowl aspira-
tions. That was nothing new af-
ter he dealt with championship 
expectations during his last two 
seasons at Miami.
Mesidor had played in nothing 

but meaningful games for two 
full years with the Hurricanes, 
who lost their finale in 2024 to 
miss out on a berth in the Col-
lege Football Playoff before 

“Just it’s all mental, really,” 
Mesidor said of his approach. 
“You just got to come to work 
and you just try to be happy, 
keep a positive mindset. That’s 
all you really can do, can control 
is your mindset.”
Even as he said the right things, 

Mesidor seemed shell-shocked. 
That same disbelief was every-
where in the Chargers’ usual 
SoFi Stadium setup despite be-
ing the visiting team against the 
Rams, and it extends well be-
yond that space.
There has been no indication 

the front office will go into fire-
sale mode to move players on 

Ducks hot on ice, win 4th straight
Five players scored goals for 

the Anaheim Ducks as they de-
feated the Calgary Flames 5-3 
on the road on Friday night for 
their fourth consecutive win.
Lighting the lamp for the Or-

ange County team were Leo 
Carlsson, Cutter Gauthier, Jeff 
Malott, Nikita Nesterenko and 
Tristan Luneau.
Mikael Granlund and Becket 

Sennecke  each had two assists.
With the win, the Ducks are 

9-7-1, good for 19 points and 
fourth place in the NHL Pacific 
Division.
Calgary took a 3-1 first period 

lead and still lead 3-2 after two 
periods. 
But the Ducks got a power 

play goal from Luneau early 
in the third period to tie it, and 
Gauthier had what proved to be 

the game-winner at the 18:26 
mark. It was his 12th goal of the 
season.
Nesterenko scored an empty 

net goal in the last minute of 
play for the final score.
They’re next in action on Sun-

day back at Honda Center, tak-
ing on the Pittsburgh Penguins 
(5-9-2). 
After that, they’ll host the 

Nashville Predators (7-4-5 ) on 
Wednesday.
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‘Toy Story 5’ film review

Continued on page 8

Five area teams win in CIF-SS football

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8

Edison, O. View,
Los Amigos, LQ,
Westminster win

n Prep Sports
Spotlight

In the opening round of the 
CIF-SS football playoffs, five 
teams out of 11 from our West 
Orange County cities won and 
will advance to the second 
round next week.
In Division 3 play, Edison (4-7) 

defeated Oak Hills and will face 
Long Beach Poly on Friday, 
Nov. 13. In Division 9, Ocean 
View (10-1) outlasted Lawndale 
by 34-28. Next up for the Se-
ahawks is West Covina.
Los Amigos (10-1) bested Nor-

doff 54-50 in Division 11 action 
and will next play South High of 
Torrance.
La Quinta (6-5) won over Santa 

Ana Valley by 24-20 in Division 

 CIF-SS FOOTBALL
Thursday
Barstow 41, Pacifica 14

Friday
Inglewood 44, Hunt. Beach 35
Edison 29, Oak Hills 25
Ocean View 34, Lawndale 28
Los Amigos 54, Nordoff 50
Costa Mesa 38, Rancho Al. 10
Westminster 14, Schurr 7
Whittier 38, Bolsa Grande 0
Anaheim 42, Garden Grove 7
La Quinta 24, Santa Ana Valley 0
North 48, Marina 41

14 action. 
In Division 2, two area un-

beaten teams finally met their 
match. Orange (10-1) lost a 
high-scoring duel with Chapar-
ral High of Temecula by 56-35. 
Huntington Beach (10-1) also 
was outgunned, losing 44-35 to 
Inglewood. Against Inglewood, 
the Oilers fell behind 30-9 at 
halftime, but rallied to outscore 
the Sentinels by 26-14 in the 
second half.
Marina (5-6) lost 48-41 to 

North High of Riverside in Divi-
sion 11. Westminster (7-4) also 
lost, falling to Schurr High of 
Montebello by 14-7.
In Division 12, Costa Mesa  

overcame Rancho Alamitos 
(9-2) by 38-10. In Division 13, 

Whittier defeated Bolsa Grande 
(8-3) 38-0 and Garden Grove (3-
8) lost 42-7 to Anaheim. 
On Thursday night, the Paci-

fica High School football team 
ended an otherwise successful 
season with a 41-14 loss to Bar-
stow High at Bolsa Stadium in 
a CIF-SS Division 7 first round 

contest.
The Mariners finish the year 

with a 7-4 overall record that in-
cluded one loss a forfeit because 
of the use of an ineligible player. 
Joseph Pham-Ngoy passed for 

a touchdown for the M’s to Max 
Salas and Zack Dickison scored 
on a  seven-yard run.

Continued on page 8
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‘Tony’ offers just a nibble of  insight
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Retorts
machine, it reminds us that all’s 
fair in love and war … some 
sometimes, in politics.

The 0-7 Charger mystery

were each as good as the first: 
an exhilarating mid-movie aerial 
sequence. Yamazaki has proven 
himself a master of dread in depth, 
especially when aided by Naoki 
Satō’s pulsating score. What 
Yamazaki can do with a seaplane 
in the foreground and an emer-
gent Godzilla in the background 
is, by itself, worth the price of ad-
mission. That may be especially 
true on IMAX screens, on which 
“Godzilla Minus Zero” is first be-
ing released.
Still, if every Godzilla film is 

building toward its finale, “Minus 
Zero” doesn’t stick the landing. 
When Ghidorah and Godzilla face 
off, the melee is labored and awk-

‘Godzilla Minus Zero’ summed up as ‘enhh’
wardly staged. What should be a 
romp instead fizzles with the on-
the-ground movements of char-
acters around them. It’s an admit-
tedly tall task to juggle characters 
the size of skyscrapers with a hu-
man ensemble, but that’s the aim 
of “Godzilla Minus Zero.”
It could be intentional that 

“Godzilla Minus Zero” keeps 
its star attraction waiting in the 
wings like Marlon Brando in 
“Apocalypse Now.” There is a 

definite “Act 2” vibe to Yamaza-
ki’s anguished and somber movie, 
where the Japanese aren’t just re-
acting to the kaiju but reconciling 
themselves to the continued pres-
ence of ecological disaster. The 
movie does just enough to whet 
your appetite for a third movie, 
should it happen. But it will have 
to find a numerical solution to the 
double-negative title of “Godzilla 

Minus Minus-One.”

“Godzilla Minus Zero,” a 
GKIDS release on IMAX screens 
Tuesday and in theaters Friday, 
is rated R by the Motion Picture 
Association for some violent con-
tent/bloody images. In Japanese 
with English subtitles. Running 
time: 135 minutes.

way to June. Ice hockey during 
the summer. It breaks the heart.
No wonder so many athletes 

are missing playing time due to 
injuries. Bodies are not getting 
enough opportunity to rest , re-
charge and recover. Brains need 
down time, too.
It’s cliché to complain that 

excess of scheduling is all in fa-
vor of making more money. It’s 
been that way since Abraham 
Lincoln went into the portal as a 
Whig and come out as a Repub-
lican with a four-year contract 
with a four-year optional exten-
sion (which he didn’t get, as 
you know …).
But there is such a thing as 

watering the beer. It puts me in 
mind of daytime TV with tel-
evangelists, reruns and “spon-
sored” content for stuff you 
shouldn’t waste your money on.
 As Bruce Springsteen sang, 

“Fifty-seven channels and 
there’s nothing’ on.”
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Following their school vis-
its, participants gathered at the 
Westminster School District Of-
fice.
A community gathering led 

by Superintendent Gunn Marie 
Hansen was then held.
During the gathering, Dr. Han-

sen shared the District’s mission 
and vision, providing a broader
perspective on the priorities 

guiding WSD and the important 
role community partnerships 
play in supporting student suc-
cess.

Westminster
School District

expiring contracts who could 
offer value to contending teams, 
with 35-year-old edge rusher 
Khalil Mack being the most ob-
vious example.
The plan appears to be for 

coach Jim Harbaugh’s team to 
try and turn things around and 
hope for something that has 
never happened in NFL history. 
But for a team and organization 
seemingly stuck in an unending 
daze, hope seems to be all the 
Chargers have left.

What’s working
The defense continues to show 
progress, particularly in the first 
half before the lack of offensive 
support caught up to them. 
They held the Rams without 

a first down on five straight 
possessions to start the game, 
allowing 14 net yards, and 
yielding just a field goal after 
Justin Herbert’s first intercep-
tion handed the Rams the ball in 
the red zone.

What needs help
Coming off a bye week with 

the chance to self-scout and sim-
plify — or change their scheme 
or play-caller — the Chargers 
had arguably their most disap-
pointing offensive performance 
of the season against the Rams. 
The Bolts have now gone 27 
possessions without a touch-
down across nine quarters.


